
St.  John’s  Volleyball  Looks  To  Storm  Through  Florida  Regionals
The Red Storm volleyball team (33-3) will be making its first appearance in the regional
rounds of the NCAA Tournament this weekend, taking on the No. 5 USC Trojans in the
Gainesville regional semifinal action. The match is set to begin at 4:30 p.m. at the Stephen
C. O’Connell Center on the campus of the University of Florida.

STORM WATCH
St. John’s enters the weekend on a 14-match winning streak, picking up home wins over
Long Island University (3-0) and Delaware (3-1) in the first and second rounds of the 2007
NCAA Tournament. With the wins, the Red Storm earned a spot in the Round of 16 in the
single-elimination tournament.

Red  Storm  Volleyball  Receives  Highest  Ranking  In  Program  History
The Red Storm is currently ranked No. 13 in the CSTV/AVCA Top 25 Coaches' Poll. This marks
the highest that the program has ever appeared in the national poll. St. John's debuted this
season at No. 24 on Sept. 3 and has been featured in the poll every week since.

Huang  Named  College  Volleyball  Update  National  Player  Of  The  Week
St. John’s senior Hui  Ping  Huang  was named the College Volleyball Update (CVU.com)
National Player of the Week on Tuesday, Dec. 4, becoming the first Red Storm player to pick
up the honor.

Huang led St. John’s to victories over Long Island and Delaware by picking up a total of 40
kills in the two matches and a blistering .522 hitting percentage. 

St.  John’s  Earns  First  Ever  Seeding  In  NCAA Touranment;  Hosts  First  and  Second
Rounds

The Red Storm is making its second consecutive appearance in the NCAA Tournament, and
its first appearance as a top-16 seeded team, this year via an automatic bid after winning the
program's first ever BIG EAST Tournament Championship. St. John’s hosted the first and sec-
ond rounds of the tournament for the first time in program history at Carnesecca Arena on
Friday, Nov. 30 and Saturday, Dec. 1. A record crowd of 1,241 turned out to watch the Red
Storm take on the LIU Blackbirds on Friday.

St.  John's  Volleyball  Captures  First  Ever  BIG  EAST  Championship
St. John's won the program's first BIG EAST Title with a 3-0 sweep (30-24, 30-14, 30-26) of
Louisville on Nov. 18. The game was also the Red Storm's first nationally televised game.
With the tournament win, the Red Storm punched its ticket to the program's second straight
NCAA Tournament.

Senior Wioleta  Leszczynska was named the BIG EAST Championship Most Outstanding Player
and joined fellow classmates Hui Ping Huang, Dana  DeMayo, and Latoya  Blunt and junior
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DDaattee OOppppoonneenntt RReessuulltt SSccoorree//TTiimmee
Trojan Invitational (Los Angeles, Calif.)
A24 vs. Loyola Marymount W 3-0
A25 at # 6 USC L 1-3
A25 vs. Michigan State W 3-1
A29 at Central Connecticut W 3-0
STJ Volleyball Invitational (Queens, N.Y.)
AA3311 NNJJIITT WW 33-00
AA3311 VVIIRRGGIINNIIAA  TTEECCHH WW 33-11
SS11 FFAAIIRRFFIIEELLDD WW 33-00
SS11 ##2244  LLOONNGG  BBEEAACCHH  SSTT.. WW 33-11
S4 at Stony Brook W 3-0
Penn State Classic (University Park, Pa.)
S7 vs. VCU W 3-2
S7 at # 3 Penn State L 0-3
S8 vs. Colgate W 3-0
S11 at Hofstra W 3-0
Indiana Invitational (Bloomington, Ind.)
S14 vs. N.C. Central W 3-0
S15 vs. East Tennessee W 3-0
S15 at Indiana W 3-0
S18 at Fordham W 3-0
S21 at Seton Hall* W 3-0
S23 at Villanova* W 3-0
SS2299 PPIITTTTSSBBUURRGGHH** WW 33-11
SS3300 WWEESSTT  VVRRIIGGIINNIIAA** WW 33-00
O6 at Louisville* L 0-3
O7 at Cincinnati* W 3-1
O14 at Rutgers* W 3-0
O19 at Connecticut* W 3-0
OO2266 DDEEPPAAUULL** WW 33-00
OO2288 NNOOTTRREE  DDAAMMEE** WW 33-00
NN33 SSYYRRAACCUUSSEE** WW 33-00
NN44 MMAARRQQUUEETTTTEE** WW 33-00
N9 at Georgetown* W 3-1
N11 at USF* W 3-1
BIG EAST Championship (Milwaukee, Wis.)
N16 vs. Connecticut W 3-0
N17 vs. South Florida W 3-1
N18 vs. #21 Louisville W 3-0
NCAA Tournament 1st & 2nd Rds. (Queens, N.Y.)
NN3300 LLIIUU-BBRROOOOKKLLYYNN WW 33-00
DD11 DDEELLAAWWAARREE WW 33-11
NCAA Tournament Regionals (Gainesville, Fla.)
D7 vs. #5 USC 4:30 p.m.

# - CSTV/AVCA Top 25 Ranking
* - BIG EAST Conference game
Home games are in BBOOLLDD CCAAPPSS
Team rankings listed as CSTV/AVCA Coaches Poll

Director/Athletic Communications  . .Mark Fratto
Athletic Communications Phone  . .718-990-1520
Athletic Communications Fax . . . . .718-969-8468
Athletics Website  . . .www.RedStormSports.com
Volleyball Contact  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe Guster
Guster Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .718-990-1523
Guster Mobile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .917-273-4617
Guster E-mail . . . . .joseph.guster03@stjohns.edu
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NCAA  Tournament  Regional  Semifinals

No.  12-SSeed  St.  John’s  (33-33)

vs.  No.  5-SSeed  USC  (27-44)

Friday,  Dec.  7  •  4:30  p.m.  ET

Stephen  C.  O’Connell  Center  •  Gainesville,  Fla.
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Lena  Yee on the All-BIG EAST Tournament Team. Leszczynska dished out 166 assists over the
three matches during the tournament, including a career-high 70 against USF on Saturday, Nov.
17, in the semifinal match.

Earlier that week, the Red Storm was named the BIG EAST Regular Season Co-Champions with
a 3-0 win over USF, earning the second straight regular season crown.

Where  They  Fare
Nationally:
- Wioleta Leszczynska ranks third in the nation with 14.27 assists per game.
- Hui Ping Huang ranks fourth in the country with a .445 hitting percentage, she also ranks 41st
in the nation with 4.63 kills per game.
- Latoya Blunt's .370 hitting percentage ranks 26th on the national list.
- The Red Storm ranks second in the nation in assists per game (16.53) and kills per game (17.69).
St. John's also ranks eighth in the country with a .285 team hitting percentage. The team's .917
winning percentage is the seventh-best.
In  the  BIG EAST:
- Leszczynska remains first in the conference with 14.27 assists per game, marking the 14th
straight week she's held on to the top spot.
- Huang has been the BIG EAST leader in hitting percentage for 11 straight weeks. Her 4.63 kills
per game ranks third in the conference, while her 1.14 blocks per game is 9th best.
- Blunt's .370 hitting percentage ranks right behind Huang for second in the BIG EAST.
- Lena Yee is third amongst conference defenders with 4.81 digs per game.
- Junior Valeria  Kovaleva ranks eighth in the BIG EAST with 0.36 service aces per game.
- St. John's ranks first in the conference in hitting percentage (.285), kills per game (17.69),
assists per game (16.53), and digs per game (16.91). The Red Storm ranks fourth in service aces
per game (1.73) and sixth in blocks per game (2.55).

Huang  Named  BIG  EAST  Volleyball  Player  Of  The  Year;  Yee  Earns  Second  Straight
Libero  Of  The  Year  Honors

St. John's senior middle blocker Hui Ping Huang earned the program's first BIG EAST Volleyball
Player of the Year honor, Thursday, Nov. 16, at the 2007 BIG EAST volleyball banquet. Junior
libero Lena Yee was named the BIG EAST Libero of the Year for the second season in a row.

Huang, the 2007 preseason BIG EAST Co-Player of the Year, has led the Red Storm offense this
season with 460 kills (4.55 per game) and an outstanding .439 hitting percentage. She also ranks
first on the team in blocks per game with 1.12. She has been on top of the conference ranking
for hitting percentage for 12 straight weeks, while consistently being in the top five in kills per
game. Huang recently moved up St. John's all-time kills list to fifth with 1,231 career kills. She
received the BIG EAST Player of the Week honor on Oct. 22, and was named to the weekly
honor roll three times.

Yee receives the Libero of the Year award after another sensational season in the Red Storm's
backcourt. She leads the team with 525 digs, and her 4.73 digs per game is good for third
amongst BIG EAST defenders. Yee was named the IU/adidas Classic Tournament MVP in
September and was named to the USC Trojan Invitational All-Tournament Team. She has moved
into third on St. John's all-time career digs list with 1,539 career digs.

Four  Receive  All-BBIG  EAST  Team  Honors
The Red Storm also had three athletes named to the All-BIG EAST first team, as well as one
named to the second team. Huang, along with fellow seniors Latoya Blunt and Wioleta
Leszczynska earned first team accolades, while Yee found herself on the second team for the
second straight year.

With 1,355 career kills over her four years at St. John's, Blunt received first team honors for the
first time in her career. She currently ranks second on the team and in the conference with a
.381 hitting percentage. Her 3.50 kills per game also ranks second on the team. She was named
to the Penn State Classic All-Tournament team earlier this season. Blunt was named to the BIG
EAST weekly honor roll back in week five.

Leszczynska is the primary reason why the Red Storm is ranked second in the country with 16.53
assists per game. She, herself, ranks second in the nation with 14.28 assists per game, and is
enjoying the best season that a St. John's setter has had. During the BIG EAST Championship
match against Louisville, she set the Red Storm's single season assists record, when she dished
out 54 assists to bring her season total to 1,600. During the season, she became only the fourth
Red Storm volleyball player to earn 2,000+ assists over her career. She currently ranks third with
2,896 assists. Leszczynska was named the BIG EAST Player of the Week on Oct. 1 six and has
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SStt..  JJoohhnn''ss  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
Location . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Queens, N.Y.
Founded  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1870
Enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20,086
President  . . . . . .Rev. Donald J. Harrington, C.M.
Athletic Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chris Monasch
Nickname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Red Storm
Colors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Red & White
Affiliation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .NCAA Division I
Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .BIG EAST
Home Court/Capacity . .Carnesecca Arena / 6,008
Press Box Phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .718-990-2725

SStt..  JJoohhnn''ss  VVoolllleeyybbaallll  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
Program Began  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1994
All-Time Record  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .286-160
BIG EAST Reg. Season Titles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
BIG EAST Tournament Titles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
NCAA Tournament Appearances  . . . . . . . . . . . .2
NCAA Championhips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0

SStt..  JJoohhnn’’ss  CCooaacchhiinngg  SSttaaffff
Head Coach . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joanne Persico-Smith
Alma Mater  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Syracuse ‘87
Record at St. John's/Seasons  . . . . . . . .292-162/14
Overall Record/Seasons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Same
Assistant Head Coach  . . . . . . . . . . .Mario Treibit
Assistant Head Coach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Li Chen
Graduate Assistant Coach  . . . . .Christeen Walch 
Volleyball Office Phone  . . . . . . . . .718-990-1872

22000066  TTeeaamm  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
2006 Overall Record  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31-5
BIG EAST Record/Finish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14-0/ 1st
BIG EAST Tournament  . . . . . . .Lost in Semifinals
NCAA Tournament  . . . . . .Lost in Second Round

22000077  TTeeaamm  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
Starters Returning/Lost . . . . . . . . . . . . .4+libero/2
Letterwinners Returning/Lost  . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/3
Team Captains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Latoya Blunt, 
Liz Austin, and Hui Ping Huang  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TToopp  RReettuurrnniinngg  PPllaayyeerrss
NNaammee PPooss 22000066  NNootteewwoorrtthhyy
Hui Ping Huang OH 3.81 kpg, .327 %, 84 TB
Latoya Blunt OH 2.96 kpg, .286 %, 92 TB
W. Leszczynska S 1293 A, 11.65 apg, 49 aces
Lena Yee L 552 digs, 4.56 dpg, 32 aces

St.  John’s  University  
Quick  Facts

Middle Hitter Hui Ping Huang



been on the weekly honor roll twice this season.

Nothing's  Sweeter  Than  A  Repeat
For the second straight year, the Red Storm volleyball team sits atop the BIG EAST standings. St.
John's 3-1 victory over the USF Bulls on Sunday, Nov. 11, coupled with a Louisville loss to Notre
Dame that same day, means both teams finished with identical 13-1 conference records and
split the 2007 BIG EAST volleyball regular season title.

"We feel excited and honored to have achieved this prestigious award two years in a row," said
head coach Joanne Persico-Smith. "One of our goals was to continue to build on the success
from last season, while maintaining our focus on and off the court. We also would like to
extend our congratulations to a great Louisville squad for earning this award with us."

Scouting  the  Women  of  Troy
USC battled its way to the regionals picking up wins in the first and second rounds over
Pepperdine (3-0) and Long Beach State (3-2). The Women of Troy are currently 27-3 overall and
finished the Pac-10 conference in third-place with a 14-4 record.

The Women of Troy are led by All-PAC 10 team members senior Asia Kaczor and sophomore
Taylor Carico. Kaczor leads the team with 587 kills (5.10 per game), while Carico has a team-
high1,428 assists (12.64 per game). Sophomore Alli Hillgren leads the team’s back row players
with 437 digs (4.24 per game) and senior Bethany Johansen has a team-high 115 blocks (1.07
per game).

This will be the third meeting between the two schools, with the Women of Troy holding a 2-0
series advantage. The teams last met back on Aug. 25 of this season at the USC Trojan
Invitational in Los Angeles. The Women of Troy defeated the Red Storm 3-1 (30-28, 30-25, 22-
30, 30-22).

Red  Storm  Volleyball  Rated  12th  in  NCAA RPI
Out of all 324 NCAA Division I Volleyball programs, the Red Storm squad was rated 12th in the
postseason national RPI Rankings. St. John’s was rated 10th in both the mid-season and pre-con-
ference tournament RPI’s, which was the highest that the program has appeared on the RPI.

St.  John’s  Volleyball  Ranked  No.  14  In  Latest  Molten  USA/Volleyball  Magazine  Top  20
Media  Poll

The Red Strom volleyball team was ranked No. 14 in the latest Molten USA/Volleyball Magazine
Top 20 Media Poll, realeased Nov. 5. St. John’s first appeared in the poll four weeks ago, at the
No. 19 spot.

Red  Storm  Streaking
St. John's won its last 14 matches, and 23 of its last 24. The 14-match winning streak is the
longest of the season.
During the Red Storm’s 10-match winning streak earlier in the season, from Sept. 8-30, the Red
Storm swept eight straight opponents, as the team won 25 games in a row.

Sweep  Dreams
The Red Storm has served up 23 3-0 sweeps so far this season. That ties the school record set by
last year’s squad.

Home  Sweet  Home
The Red Storm is undefeated at home for 24 straight matches, dating back to Nov. 11, 2005.
Over the past two seasons, St. John's is 22-0 at Carnesecca Arena.

Blunt  Moves  Into  Third  In  Two  St.  John's  Career  Leaders  Lists
After becoming only the fifth player in program history to record 1,000 kills earlier in the sea-
son at USC, St. John's tri-captain Latoya Blunt passed former Red Storm standout Kristine
Knobel (1,255 kills) in the team's 3-0 victory over Notre Dame to move into third all-time on the
St. John's career kills list. She currently has 1,383 kills. 
Blunt has also moved into third in the program's all-time total blocks list, notching her 367th
block against Syracuse on Nov. 3, to pass Amanda Berg (366 blocks).
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AAUUGGUUSSTT
DDaattee OOppppoonneenntt RReessuulltt SSccoorree//TTiimmee
Fairfield Volleyball Invitational (Fairfield, Conn.)
25 vs. New Hampshire W 3-0
26 vs. Bucknell W 3-0
26 at Fairfield W 3-0
SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR
William & Mary Invitational (Williamsburg, Va.)
1 vs. Air Force W 3-0
2 vs. Norfolk State W 3-0
2 at William & Mary W 3-0
66 SSTTOONNYY BBRROOOOKK WW 33-00
Gamecock Invitational (Columbia, S.C.)
8 at South Carolina W 3-2
8 vs. Florida State W 3-1
9 vs. #9 USC L 0-3
1133 HHOOFFSSTTRRAA WW 33-00
Cornell Invitational (Ithaca, N.Y.)
15 vs. Buffalo W 3-0
15 at Cornell W 3-1
16 vs. American W 3-1
16 vs. Binghamton W 3-0
1199 CCOOLLUUMMBBIIAA WW 33-00
22 at Pittsburgh * W 3-1
24 at West Virginia * W 3-1
2299 LLOOUUIISSVVIILLLLEE  ** WW 33-00
OOCCTTOOBBEERR
11 CCIINNCCIINNNNAATTII  ** WW 33-00
66 SSEETTOONN HHAALLLL  ** WW 33-00
14 at Connecticut * W 3-0
20 at DePaul * W 3-0
22 at Notre Dame * W 3-0
2277 GGEEOORRGGEETTOOWWNN  ** WW 33-00
2299 SSOOUUTTHH FFLLOORRIIDDAA  ** WW 33-00
NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR
3 at Syracuse * W 3-0
5 at Marquette * W 3-0
1111 RRUUTTGGEERRSS  ** WW 33-00
1122  VVIILLLLAANNOOVVAA  ** WW 33-22
17 vs. USF ! W 3-0
18 vs. Notre Dame ! L 1-3
Gators Conference Challenge (Orlando, Fla.)
24 vs. #15 Louisiana State L 0-3
25 at #7 Florida L 0-3
NCAA Tournament - 1st Round (Albany, N.Y.)
30 vs. Albany W 3-1
DDEECCEEMMBBEERR
NCAA Tournament - 2nd Round (Albany, N.Y.)
1 vs. Minnesota L 2-3

All home games played at Carnesseca Arena are
in BBOOLLDD  CCAAPPSS;
* BIG EAST Conference game
! Gators Conference Challenge, Orlando, Fla.

BBIIGG EEAASSTT OOvveerraallll
SScchhooooll WW LL PPcctt.. WW LL PPcctt..

$!*St. John’s (13)13 1 .929 33 3 .917

!*Louisville 13 1 .929 22 8 .733

*Cincinnati 9 5 .643 19 12 .613

*Villanova 9 5 .643 17 12 .586

*Notre Dame 9 5 .643 14 14 .500

*USF 8 6 .571 19 10 .655

*Connecticut 8 6 .571 19 11 .633

*Syracuse 8 6 .571 21 13 .618

Pittsburgh 8 6 .571 15 16 .484

Seton Hall 6 8 .429 16 12 .571

West Virginia 5 9 .357 16 14 .533

Marquette 5 9 .357 10 16 .385

DePaul 2 12 .143 7 21 .250

Georgetown 1 13 .071 5 27 .156

Rutgers 1 13 .071 3 22 .120

$ - BIG EAST Champions

! - BIG EAST Regular Season Co-Champion

* - clinched spot in BIG EAST Championship

(#) - CSTV/AVCA Top 25 Ranking

2006  Schedule  and  
Results

2007  BIG  EAST  Standings
(as of Dec. 5, 2007)
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RRkk SScchhooooll 22000077  RReeccoorrdd LLaasstt  WWeeeekk
11  PPeennnn  SSttaattee  ((3377))  3300-22 11
2 Nebraska (17) 29-1 2
3 Texas (5) 26-3 3
4 Stanford (1) 29-2 4
55  SSoouutthheerrnn  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  2277-44 55
6 California 24-7 7
7 Florida 29-2 10
8 UCLA 22-10 12
9 Oregon 22-10 13
10 Washington 27-4 6
11 Cal Poly 23-7 17
12 Wisconsin 26-5 8
1133  SSTT..  JJOOHHNN’’SS  3333-33 1188
14 Kansas State 23-9 11
15 Hawaii 27-6 9
16 Middle Tennessee 35-2 NR
17 BYU 23-7 NR
18 Iowa State 19-13 NR
19 Michigan 24-10 NR
20 New Mexico State 26-6 14
21 Clemson 29-4 20
22 Dayton 33-2 15
23 San Diego 21-8 16
2244  MMiicchhiiggaann  SSttaattee  2211-1133 NNRR
2255  LLoonngg  BBeeaacchh  SSttaattee  2266-77 2255

OOtthheerrss  RReecceeiivviinngg  VVootteess  aanndd  aappppeeaarriinngg  oonn  ttwwoo  oorr
mmoorree  bbaalllloottss:: Duke 121; Oklahoma 120; Ohio
116; Colorado State 72; Purdue 38; Louisiana
State 32; LLoouuiissvviillllee  2266; Wichita State 19; Nevada-
Las Vegas 15; Sacramento State 4.

BBoolldd  indicated 2007 Red Storm Opponents

America East 1-0
Atlantic Coast 1-0
Atlantic Sun 1-0
Atlantic 10 1-0
Big Ten 2-1
Big West 1-0
Colonial Athletic Association 3-0
Independent 2-0
Metro Atlantic Athletic 1-0
Northeast 2-0
Pac-10 0-1
Patriot League 1-0
West Coast 1-0

CSTV/AVCA  Top  25  
Coaches  Poll  (Nov.  26,  2007)

St.  John’s  vs.  
Other  Conferences

Huang  and  Leszczynska  Not  Far  Behind
Hui Ping Huang also hit the 1,000 kill mark earlier this season against Pittsburgh, joining Blunt
in the esteemed group. Huang is currently 5th on the Red Storm's all-time career kills list with
1,271. Huang has also held on to the top spot of the program's all-time hitting percentage list,
she currently has an outstanding .366 mark.

Wioleta Leszczynska has moved up on the St. John's career assists lists, passing Lisa Tedder (2,061
assists) to move into third all-time. She currently has 2,995 career assits.

Red  Storm  Ends  Regular  Season  Schedule  With  A  Pair  Of  3-11  Wins  Over  Georgetown
And  USF

St. John’s closed out the 2007 regular season with a pair of 3-1 wins on the road at Georgetown
and USF.

In D.C., Senior Hui Ping Huang fueled the Red Storm offense with a match-high 21 kills and had
an incredible .621 hitting percentage. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska recorded the match's only
double-double with a match-high 67 assists as well as 11 digs. Seniors Latoya Blunt and Dana
DeMayo had 16 kills apiece, while junior Lena Yee registered a match-high 15 digs.

In Tampa, Senior Latoya Blunt led all players with 18 kills, while seniors Dana DeMayo and Hui
Ping Huang chipped in with 15 kills apiece. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had a match-high 56
assists. Junior Valeria Kovaleva recorded a double-double with 15 digs and 13 kills, while fellow
classmate Lena Yee recorded 20 digs, the match-high.

St.  John’s  Wins  Final  Four  Home  Matches  To  Remain  Undefeated  At  Home  Over  The
Past  Two  Seasons

The Red Storm swept each of its last four home opponents, including its second consecutive 3-
0 victory over Notre Dame. The other sweeps came over DePaul, Syrcause and Marquette.

Red  Storm  Defeats  Rutgers,  UConn  On  Consecutive  Weekends  On  The  Road
Over two weekends, the Red Storm swept both the Rutgers Scarlet Knights and the UConn
Huskies.

At Rutgers, senior Hui Ping Huang had a remarkable match, registering a match-high 18 kills
with only one error on 31 attacks for a .548 hitting percentage, she also recorded four digs and
three total blocks. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska recorded the match-high with 39 assists, while
getting five kills, six digs and two blocks as well. Juniors Lena Yee and Valeria Kovaleva also had
a stand-out performances for the Red Storm, Yee had a match-high 12 digs, while Kovaleva had
nine kills and 10 digs.

At UConn, Senior Hui Ping Huang led the way for St. John's with a match-high 18 kills and a .643
hitting percentage. Huang also recorded five total blocks, four digs. Also contributing to the win
for the Red Storm was senior Wioleta Leszczynska and junior Lena Yee. Leszczynska registered
a match-high 43 assists, along with five kills, and eight digs, while Yee matched the match-high
15 digs. Junior Valeria Kovaleva was also a big force for the Red Storm as she contributed 12
digs, nine kills, five total blocks and three service aces.

St.  John’s  Drops  A  Tough One  To  Louisville;  Regroups  To  Defeat  Cincinnati
St. John’s lost its first BIG EAST regular season match in the past two season when the team fell
to Louisville on the road, 3-0 (39-37, 30-23, 30-26). The next day, the Red Storm regrouped after
dropping the first game to Cincinnati to take the next three and defeat the Bearcats, 3-1 (26-30,
30-18, 30-28, 30-23).

Against the Cardinals, Senior Hui Ping Huang and junior Lena Yee had stand out performances
for St. John's in the losing effort. Huang had a double-double with a match high 18 kills as well
as 11 digs, she also put up five total blocks. Yee contributed on defense for the Red Storm, as
she threw her body around to record a match-high 22 digs. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had a
team-high 43 assists to go with nine digs, while junior Valeria Kovaleva registered 13 kills and
nine digs.

Against the Bearcats, Seniors Hui Ping Huang and Latoya Blunt led the way for St. John's, as each
recorded a match-high 17 kills. Huang also had nine digs and seven total blocks, while Blunt reg-
istered a team high .355 hitting percentage and eight total blocks. Junior Lena Yee had anoth-
er great contest, recording a match-high 20 digs, and senior Wioleta Leszczynska led all players
with 54 assists. 
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Red  Storm  Wins  BIG  EAST Home  Openers  Vs.  Pittsburgh  and  West  Virginia
The Red Storm defeated Pittsburgh and West Virginia at home to open up the home part of the
BIG EAST regular season schedule at Carnesecca Arena. 

St. John’s defeated Pitt, 3-1 (30-28, 33-35, 30-12, 30-28). Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had a phe-
nomenal day, recording a double-double with a match-high 63 assists and 13 digs along with
eight kills and eight total blocks. Another senior, Hui Ping Huang, led all players in kills and
blocks as she also earned a double-double, registering 19 kills and 11 blocks. Junior Lena Yee
led St. John's and all players in digs with 24. Junior Casie Brooks scored a double-double as well,
as she set a career-high with 15 kills to go along with 12 digs. Seniors Dana DeMayo and Latoya
Blunt were dominate for the Red Storm offense as well, recording 14 and 11 kills, respectively.

St. John’s defeated West Virginia, 3-0 (30-27, 30-16, 30-26). Seniors Latoya Blunt and Wioleta
Leszczynska contributed fantastic efforts in the victory. Blunt had a match-high 15 kills, while
Leszczynska chipped in with another great setting performance, as she led all players with 45
assists. Senior Hui Ping Huang had a great match as well, registering13 kills and three service
aces. Junior Lena Yee had a match high 11 digs.

St.  John’s  Starts  Conference  Play  With  A  Pair  Of  3-00  Sweeps  On  The  Road
St. John’s traveled to Seton Hall and Villanova to begin play in the 2007 BIG EAST regular sea-
son. The Red Storm picked up 3-0 sweeps against both schools.

On Friday at Seton Hall, Senior Hui Ping Huang, the 2007 BIG EAST Pre-season co-Player of the
Year, led the Red Storm and all players with 12 kills and five total blocks. Seniors Wioleta
Leszczynska and Latoya Blunt also stood out for St. John's. Leszczynska recorded the team's only
double-double with a match high 46 assists, as well as 11 digs and four kills, while Blunt had 10
key kills. Junior Casie Brooks chipped in with 10 kills and six digs.

While on Sunday at Villanova, Senior Hui Ping Huang and Junior Valeria Kovaleva led the St.
John's offense with a team-high 12 kills apiece. Huang also had two blocks and Kovaleva
recorded seven digs and three blocks. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had a match-high 39 assists
and senior Latoya Blunt chipped in with 11 kills and a match-high .346 hitting percentage.
Juniors Casie Brooks and Lena Yee tied for the match-high in digs with 12 apiece.

Red  Storm  Ends  Non-CConference  Schedule  With  3-00  Sweep  of  NYC Rival  Fordham
The Red Storm finished its non-conference portion of the schedule with a 15-2 record, after
defeating the Fordham Rams, 3-0 on Tuesday, Sept. 18 in the Bronx.

Senior Dana DeMayo led St. John's, registering the squad's only double-double with a team-
high 12 kills and a match-high 13 digs. Seniors Wioleta Leszczynska and Latoya Blunt were also
key contributors to the Red Storm victory. Leszczynska had a match-high 31 assists, four digs,
three service aces and four blocks, while Blunt chipped in with nine kills and seven total blocks.
Junior Casie Brooks registered 11 kills, six digs and four assists for St. John's.

St.  John’s  Sweeps  It’s  Way  Through  2007  Indiana  University/adidas  Classic
St. John’s swept North Carolina Central, East Tennessee State and hosts Indiana to be crowned
the 2007 IU/adidas Classic Champions. Junior Lena Yee was named the Tournament MVP and
seniors Dana DeMayo and Wioleta Leszczynska were named to the All-Tournament team. It was
the Red Storm’s second tournament win of the season.

Red  Storm  Wins  2007  Queens/Nassau  Cup
The No. 23 St. John's volleyball team defeated local rival Hofstra Tuesday night, 3-0 (30-13, 30-
23, 30-24). With the win, the Red Storm captured the team's third consecutive Queens/Nassau
Cup title. St. John's moved to 11-2 on the season, while the Pride fell to .500 at 5-5.

St. John's was led by junior Casie Brooks who had a match-high 13 kills and an amazing .591
hitting percentage. Also contributing for the Red Storm were senior Wioleta Leszczynska and
junior Valeria Kovaleva. Leszczynska had a match-high 42 assists, while Kovaleva tied for the
match-high with 13 digs.

Red  Storm  Finishes  Second  At  Penn  State  Classic
St. John’s finished in second place at the 2007 Penn State Classic in University Park, Pa. The team
opened play with a 3-2 win over Virginia Commonwealth, then lost, 3-0, later on that day
against No. 3 Penn State. The last day of the tournament, the Red Storm breezed past Colgate,
3-0. Seniors Dana DeMayo and Latoya Blunt were name to the All-Tournament team.

at home 12-0
away 12-3
on neutral courts 9-0

in three games 23-2
in four games 9-1
in five games 1-0

vs. ranked opponents 2-2
vs. BIG EAST teams 16-1
vs. non-conference teams 17-2

at night 12-1
during the day 21-2
in tournament play 16-2
on television 2-0

winning the first game 30-0
losing the first game 3-3
winning first two games 26-0
losing first two games 0-3
split first two games 7-0
leading 2-1 in games 10-0
trailing 2-1 in games 0-1
split first four games 1-0

higher hitting percentage 31-0
lower hitting percentage 2-3
more kills 33-1
fewer kills 0-2
more service aces 28-1
fewer service aces 2-2
equal service aces 3-0
more digs 33-1
less digs 0-2
more blocks 16-0
less blocks 11-3
equal blocks 6-0

longest winning streak 14
longest losing streak 1
longest game winning streak 35
longest game losing streak 4
Most total points 238 (STJ 125, VCU 113)
Fewest total points 141 (STJ 90, RU 51),

(STJ 51, PSU 90)

Setter Wioleta Leszczynska

Red  Storm  in  2007...
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SScchhooooll PPooiinnttss BBIIGG OOvveerraallll BBEE  
EEAASSTT FFiinniisshh

Notre Dame (8) 188 10-4 18-14 T-3rd
Louisville (7) 187 13-1 25-7 2nd
SSTT..  JJOOHHNN’’SS 117722 1144-00 3311-55 11sstt
Pittsburgh 147 10-4 22-9 T-3rd
Marquette 141 10-4 16-15 T-3rd
Cincinnati 137 10-4 22-7 T-3rd
Connecticut 112 8-6 19-11 7th
USF 112 7-7 12-17 T-8th
Syracuse 87 5-9 11-25 T-10th
Villanova 75 7-7 16-15 T-8th
Seton Hall 65 5-9 16-14 T-10th
Georgetown 58 2-12 8-19 T-12th
DePaul 34 0-14 5-25 15th
Rutgers 34 2-12 5-20 T-12th
West Virginia 26 2-12 3-28 T-12th

(#) - Indicates first place votes

BBIIGG  EEAASSTT  PPrreesseeaassoonn  CCoo-PPllaayyeerrss  ooff  YYeeaarr
HHuuii  PPiinngg  HHuuaanngg,,  SSrr..,,  MMHH//OOHH,,  SStt..  JJoohhnn''ss
Tatyana Kolesnikova, Jr., OH, Louisville

AAllll-BBIIGG  EEAASSTT  PPrreesseeaassoonn  TTeeaamm^̂
Diana Andreyko, Sr., OH, Pittsburgh*
Mallorie Croal, Jr., OH, Notre Dame
Samantha Dabbs, So., S, Louisville
Bridget Denson-Dorman, So., S, Connecticut 
Meagan Dooley, So., MH, Pittsburgh
Marcela Gurgel, So., OH, USF
HHuuii  PPiinngg  HHuuaanngg,, SSrr..,,  MMHH//OOHH,,  SStt..  JJoohhnn''ss**
Tatyana Kolesnikova, Jr., OH, Louisville
WWiioolleettaa  LLeesszzcczzyynnsskkaa,,  SSrr..,,  SS//RRSS,,  SStt..  JJoohhnn''ss
Jessie Nevitt, R-Jr., MB, Cincinnati
Andrianna Stasiuk, Sr., OH, Notre Dame*
Kimberley Todd, Sr., OH/MB, Marquette*
LLeennaa  YYeeee,,  JJrr..,,  LL,,  SStt..  JJoohhnn''ss

* - unanimous selection

BBIIGG EEAASSTT  PPllaayyeerr  ooff  tthhee  WWeeeekk
NNaammee WWeeeekk DDaattee
Wioleta Leszczynska Wk. 6 Oct. 1
Hui Ping Huang Wk. 9 Oct. 22

BBIIGG EEAASSTT  WWeeeekkllyy  HHoonnoorr  RRoollll
NNaammee WWeeeekk DDaattee
Hui Ping Huang Wk. 1 Aug. 27
Wioleta Leszczynska Wk. 4 Sept. 17
Latoya Blunt Wk. 5 Sept. 25
Hui Ping Huang Wk. 8 Oct. 15
Wioleta Leszczynska Wk. 10 Oct. 29
Hui Ping Huang Wk. 12 Nov. 12

2007  BIG  EAST  Preseason
Coaches  Poll

2007  BIG EAST  
Preseason  Honors

Weekly  Honors

St.  John’s  Posts  First  Program  Win  Over  A  Ranked  Opponent;  Wins  2007  STJ Invitational
The Red Storm defeated its first ranked opponent in the program’s 14 seasons when the team
defeated the Long Beach State 49ers, 3-1, on Saturday, Sept. 1.  With the win, St. John's cap-
tured first place in the 2007 STJ Volleyball Invitational. The Red Storm also picked up wins over
NJIT (3-0), Virginia Tech (3-1) and Fairfield (3-0) during the tournament.

Tournament MVP, senior Hui Ping Huang had an extraordinary match, leading the Red Storm
with a match-high 20 kills, she also had a .552 killing percentage. Junior Valeria Kovaelva
matched a season-high 16 kills, and senior Wioleta Leszczynska, who was also named to the All-
Tournament team, had a match-high 68 kills. Also key contributors to the Red Storm's victory
were seniors Latoya Blunt and junior Casie Brooks. Blunt had 13 kills and a team-high 5 blocks,
while Brooks recorded a career high 13 kills and 11 digs and had the squad's only double-dou-
ble of the match. Junior Lena Yee also was key to the St. John's victory with a match-high 14
digs.

Red  Storm  Volleyball  Opens  Season  With  Second  Place  Finish  At  Trojan  Invitational
The St. John’s volleyball team earned second place in the Trojan Invitational hosted by the
University of Southern California. At the tournament, the Red Storm sandwhiched a 3-1 loss to
No. 6 USC with victories over Loyola Marymount (3-0) and Michigan State (3-1). Senior Hui Ping
Huang and junior Lena Yee were named to the All-Tournament team.



2007  Red  Storm  Volleyball  Game  Notes Page  7



Page  8 2007  Red  Storm  Volleyball  Game  Notes



2007  Red  Storm  Volleyball  Game  Notes Page  9

2007  St.  John’s  Volleyball  Roster

No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/Previous School
4 Chen Chen MH Jr. 6-2 Tianjin, China/Nanjin University
5 Dana DeMayo OH/RS Sr. 5-10 Ra'anana, Israel/Long Island University
7 Lena Yee L Jr. 5-2 Honolulu, Hawaii/Moanalua
8 Hui Ping Huang MH/OH Sr. 6-2 Shanghai, China/Shangnan
10 Latoya Blunt RS/OH Sr. 6-1 Vacaville, Calif./Will C. Wood
11 Elizabeth Austin OH/L Sr. 5-10 Kansas City, Mo./Park Hill South
13 Valeria Kovaleva OH/S Jr. 5-9 Moscow, Russia/St. Peter’s College
14 Wioleta Leszczynska S Sr. 6-0 Bielsko-Biala, Poland/Globe Inst. Of Tech. 
15 Ruisa Scheffel RS So. 5-9 Novo Hamburgo, Brazil/Funacon Evangelica
17 Casie Brooks OH/S Jr. 5-9 Victorville, Calif./Victor Valley
19 Alanna Rutan RS/MB So. 6-1 San Diego, Calif./Patrick Henry
22 Kayla Motoyama DS/L Fr. 5-2 Honolulu, Hawaii/Roosevelt
23 Diana Banya MH Fr. 6-2 Oradea, Romania/Paratine Cosma Economic
28 Jia Yue Zhai OH So. 6-0 Beijing, China/Nankai University

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: Joanne Persico-Smith (14th Season)
Assistant Coachs: Mario Treibit, Li Chen
Graduate Assistant Coach: Christeen Walch

Position Breakdown
Outside  Hitter
No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/High  School
5 Dana DeMayo OH/RS Sr. 5-10 Ra'anana, Israel/Long Island University
8 Hui Ping Huang MH/OH Sr. 6-2 Shanghai, China/Shangnan
10 Latoya Blunt RS/OH Sr. 6-1 Vacaville, Calif./Will C. Wood
11 Elizabeth Austin OH/L Sr. 5-10 Kansas City, Mo./Park Hill South
13 Valeria Kovaleva OH/S Jr. 5-9 Moscow, Russia/St. Peter’s College
17 Casie Brooks OH/S Jr. 5-9 Victorville, Calif./Victor Valley
28 Jia Yue Zhai OH So. 6-0 Beijing, China/Nankai University

Right  Side  Hitter
No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/High  School
5 Dana DeMayo OH/RS Sr. 5-10 Ra'anana, Israel/Long Island University
10 Latoya Blunt RS/OH Sr. 6-1 Vacaville, Calif./Will C. Wood
15 Ruisa Scheffel RS So. 5-9 Novo Hamburgo, Brazil/Funacon Evangelica
19 Alanna Rutan RS/MB So. 6-1 San Diego, Calif./Patrick Henry

Middle  Hitter
No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/High  School
8 Hui Ping Huang MH/OH Sr. 6-2 Shanghai, China/Shangnan
23 Diana Banya MH Fr. 6-2 Oradea, Romania/Paratine Cosma Economic

Middle  Blocker
No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/High  School
19 Alanna Rutan RS/MB So. 6-1 San Diego, Calif./Patrick Henry

Setter
No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/High  School
13 Valeria Kovaleva OH/S Jr. 5-9 Moscow, Russia/St. Peter’s College
14 Wioleta Leszczynska S Sr. 6-0 Bielsko-Biala, Poland/Globe Inst. Of Tech.
17 Casie Brooks OH/S Jr. 5-9 Victorville, Calif./Victor Valley

Libero/Defensive  Specialist
No. Name Pos. Cl. Ht. Hometown/High  School
7 Lena Yee L Jr. 5-2 Honolulu, Hawaii/Moanalua
11 Elizabeth Austin OH/L Sr. 5-10 Kansas City, Mo./Park Hill South
22 Kayla Motoyama DS/L Fr. 5-2 Honolulu, Hawaii/Roosevelt

California (3): 
Blunt, Brooks, Rutan

China (3): 
Chen, Huang, Zhai

Hawaii (2): 
Motoyama, Yee

Missouri (1): 
Austin

Brazil (1): 
Scheffel

Israel (1): 
DeMayo

Poland (1): 
Leszczynska

Romania (1): 
Banya

Russia (1): 
Kovaleva

Senior (5):
Austin, Bunt, DeMayo, Huang,
Leszczysnka

Junior (4):
Brooks, Chen, Kovaleva, Yee

Sophomore (3):
Rutan, Scheffel, Zhai

Freshman (2):
Banya, Motoyama

Red  Storm  By  
State/Country

Red  Storm  By  Class
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MATCH 1 - Friday, Aug. 24

St. John's 3
Loyola Marymount 0

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF.  -  The St. John's volley-
ball team started the 2007 season off with a 3-
0 win against Loyola Marymount (30-23, 30-
19, 30-23) in the first match of the Trojan
Invitational.

Leading the way for the Red Storm was senior
middle blocker Hui Ping Huang (Shanghai,
China) and senior setter Wioleta Leszczynska
(Bielsko-Biala, Poland). Huang had a team
high 13 kills and eight blocks, while
Leszczynska recorded a match high 40 assists
to go along with six blocks.

The first game was back and forth between
the two teams early, until St. John's took the
lead, 9-8, and never looked back. The Lions
brought the game back within five points
twice, but were unable to stop kills from
Huang and senior right side hitter Dana
DeMayo (Ra'anana, Isreal) and the Red Storm
took game one 30-23.

Junior outside hitter Valeria Kovaleva
(Moscow, Russia) was a strong force for the
Red Storm in game two, recording six kills.
The game was close during the first half, but
when LMU pulled to within one of St. John's,
11-10, the Red Storm put it into full throttle,
finishing out with a 19-9 run, winning the
game 30-19. The squad recorded seven total
team blocks during game two, six of which
Leszczynska contributed to.

In game three, the Red Storm rode the
momentum from the first two games. Led by
DeMayo and senior right side hitter Latoya
Blunt (Vacaville, Calif.), St. John's continued to
dominate down the middle early. LMU closed
it to within two, at 14-12, but one hour and 32
minutes after the match's first serve, Kovaleva
sealed the victory for the Red Storm with a kill
as the team took the first match of the season,
3-0.

For the Lions, senior Heather Hughes had a
match high 14 kills, while freshman Renee
Horton recorded the match's only double-
double with 28 assists and 13 digs.

MATCH 2 - Saturday, Aug. 25

St. John's 1
No. 6 USC 3

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF.  -  The St. John's volley-
ball team fell to No. 6 USC, 3-1 (28-30, 25-30,
30-22, 22-30), this afternoon in the team's sec-
ond match of the Trojan Invitational. All four
games of the match were hard-fought and
close, but the Women of Troy came away with
the win. The Red Storm falls to 1-1 on the sea-
son, while USC remains undefeated 2-0.

Senior outside hitter Latoya Blunt
(Vacaville, Calif.) recorded a team high 18
kills, while Hui Ping Huang (Shanghai, China)
chipped in with 17 kills of her own. Junior
libero Lena Yee (Honolulu, Hawaii) led all
players with 20 digs, and junior outside hitter
Casie Brooks (Victorville, Calif.) recorded a
career high 11 kills.

The first game of the match was very
close, as the Red Storm and Women of Troy
kept it tight until the very last point. The
game was tied 13 times and there were nine
lead changes. It was at the final tie score of
the game, 27-27, when USC pulled away for
the win, 30-28. Blunt led the Red Storm attack
in game one with six kills.

Game two started quite the same way the
first game did, with the two teams switching
leads early. But after a kill from Casie Brooks
tied the game at 9-9, the Women of Troy took
control and were able to hold off a late rally
by the Red Storm. USC won the second game
30-25, going up in the match two games to
none.

Keeping with the theme of the match,
game three was another close one through
the first half of it. When USC outside hitter
Diane Copenhagen brought the game to
within one at 14-13, St. John's turned it up
and came out with a 12-2 run to take a com-
manding 26-15 lead. The Women of Troy
fought back but were unable to catch up to
the Red Storm, as St. John's pulled away with
a 30-22 win and back into the match, now
trailing only 2-1.

The final game of the match saw the Red
Storm keep the momentum from the win in
game three. After holding the lead for most
of the game with a combination of kills from
Huang, Blunt and Brooks, USC tied it up at 17-
17 and took the lead for good on a kill by sen-
ior Asia Kaczor. The Women of Troy finished
the match with a kill by freshman Zoe Garrett.

For USC, Kaczor had the match high in kills
with 19, and sophomore Taylor Carico had a
match high 55 assists.

MATCH 3 - Saturday, Aug. 25

St. John’s 3
Michigan State 1

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. - The St. John's volleyball
team closed out the first tournament of the 2007
season with a 3-1 victory over the Spartans of
Michigan State University (30-23, 30-32, 30-25,
30-18). With the win, the Red Storm finished in
second place at the Trojan Invitational hosted by
the tournament champion University of
Southern California. The squad wrapped up their
weekend with a 2-1 record, while Michigan State
fell to 0-3.

Three Red Storm players recorded double-
doubles: senior middle blocker Hui Ping Huang
had a remarkable match with a match-high 20
kills, to go along with 13 digs and eight total
blocks, Wioleta Leszczynska had a match-high 53
assists to go with 10 digs, and Dana DeMayo
chipped in with 13 kills and 13 digs. Junior Lena
Yee also helped the cause with a team-high 17
digs.

Game one saw the Red Storm jump out to a
lead after the score was tied, 7-7, and never look
back. Fueled by a great presence at the net by
junior outside hitter Casie Brooks, who had a
game-high 3 total blocks as well as 3 kills, St.
John's grabbed the early momentum in the
match with a 30-23 game one win.

It was in game two, however, that Michigan
State came flying out early. The Spartans
grabbed a seven-point lead, 16-9, at one point in
the match, and it seemed like St. John's was out
of it for good. But the Red Storm battled all the
way back, inching their way closer and closer,
finally tying the match on a kill by Brooks to even
the game up at 28-28. Then a kill by DeMayo
gave St. John's game-point, but the Spartans
would grab the next point on a service error.
Senior right side hitter Latoya Blunt gave the Red
Storm a 30-29 advantage with a kill, but three
straight points - two of which were kills by senior
outside hitter Ashley Schatzle - gave the Spartans
a 32-30 victory, evening up the match one game
apiece.

In game three, the two teams swapped
leads early. Michigan State was in the lead for
most of the middle of the game, but St. John's
kept right in there. With kills from Huang and a
pair of blocks by sophomore Alanna Rutan, the
Red Storm took the lead for good at 24-23. The
Spartans could not catch up with St. John's, who
eventually won the game 30-25.

The fifth and final game was all St. John's
right out of the gate, as the Red Storm opened
with a 17-4 run. Hui Ping Huang was a part of six
straight points for St. John's during that stretch
(four kills and two blocks). Michigan State
answered back with a small run of their own, but

2007  Game  Recaps
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was unable to catch up to the Red Storm and
Latoya Blunt ended the game and match with a
kill. St. John's won the game 30-18, and the
match 3-1.

For the Spartans, Ashley Schatzle and fellow
senior Katie Johnson both recorded double-dou-
bles. Schatzle had a team high 17 kills and 19
digs, while Johnson recorded 15 kills and 12 digs.

MATCH 4 - Wednesday, Aug. 29

St. John's 3
Central Connecticut State 0

NEW  BRITAIN,  CONN.  -  The St. John's volley-
ball team defeated Central Connecticut State
University Wednesday by the score of 3-0 (30-
16, 30-18, 30-21). The win moves the Red
Storm to 3-1 on the season, while the Blue
Devils fall to 2-1.

Seniors Latoya Blunt and Hui Ping Huang led
the way for St. John's, while junior Valeria
Kovaleva was a kill short of a triple-double.
Blunt had 11 kills to go along with eight total
blocks and a .471 hitting percentage. Huang
also had 11 kills for the Red Storm, as she had
an impressive .733 percentage. Kovaleva
chipped in with nine kills, 18 assists and 14
digs.

In game one, the Red Storm flew out of the
gates, going on a 14-4 run to start the game.
It was during Casie Brooks' serves where St.
John's picked up 10 straight points; four of
them were service aces by the junior. The Red
Storm had complete control from there, cruis-
ing on to a 30-16 game one win.

Game two was much of the same as St. John's
built up a 20-9 lead, thanks in large part to
the play of senior Dana DeMayo and sopho-
more Ruisa Scheffel, each of whom were
responsible for five points for the Red Storm.
The Blue Devils were unable to fight their way
back into it, as St. John's took the second
game by a score of 30-18.

Game three was the closest of the match, with
CCSU tying the score at 12 and almost claim-
ing the lead, but DeMayo ended an amazing
15-play volley with a mighty kill, reclaiming
the lead for St. John's. A lead they would hold
throughout the game, even when it got clos-
er towards the end, eventually leading to a
30-21 victory and clinching the match sweep,
3-0.

Other standouts for the Red Storm included
junior Lena Yee and senior Wioleta
Leszczynska. Yee had a team-high 14 digs.
Leszczynska led the team in assists with 22
while going a perfect 4-for-4 in kill attempts.

For the Blue Devils, freshman Amanda Bayer
had a match high 23 assists, while fellow
freshman Kaitlin Petrella led all players with
15 digs. 

MATCH 5 - Friday, Aug. 31

NJIT 0
St. John’s 3

MATCH 6 - Friday, Aug. 31

Virginia Tech 1
St. John's 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  - The St. John's volleyball team
improved to 5-1 overall on the season Friday
night with wins over NJIT in the afternoon
and Virginia Tech during the night at the first
day of action of the STJ Volleyball Invitational.
With the two victories, the Red Storm keep
their home unbeaten streak alive at 14 games,
stretching back to the 2005 season.

In their first match of the day, the Red Storm
defeated the NJIT Highlanders, 3-0 (30-15, 30-
21, 30-18). Leading St. John's was junior
Valeria Kovaleva with a match-high 16 kills to
go along with 11 digs and six assists for her
second straight double-double. Also chipping
in for the Red Storm were seniors Wioleta
Leszczynska and Hui Ping Huang. Leszczynska
had a match-high 42 assist, with six digs and
four kills, while Huang killed 11 balls and
recorded eight digs.

The first game of the match saw the Red
Storm jump out to an early 12-3 lead with kills
by Kovaleva and Huang. From that point It
was no looking back, as the Highlanders were
unable to come within eight points of St.
John's the rest of the game. St. John's won the
game handily by the final score of 30-16.

In the second game, St. John's was trailing
early as the Highlanders built up a 10-5 lead.
The Red Storm battled back to grab the lead
at 14-13 and stayed on top throughout the
remainder of the game, winning 30-21.

The third and final game of the match saw the
two teams tied through 8-8 before the Red
Storm widened the gap. It was 20-12 after a
kill by freshman Diana Banya and St. John's
forced NJIT to call a timeout. After the break,
it was much of the same as the Red Storm con-
tinued to dominate. Leszczynska closed out
the game and match with one of her two serv-
ice aces, and St. John's defeated NJIT 30-18,
taking the match 3-0.

For the Highlanders, sophomore Kristy
Haeckel had a team-high 14 kills, while soph-
omore Erica Schultz had the team-high in
assists with 13. The loss drops NJIT to 0-5 on
the season.

In the second match of the day, the Red Storm
handed the Virginia Tech Hokies their first loss
of the season with a 3-1 victory (30-16, 28-30,
30-27, 30-18). Seniors Hui Ping Huang and
Wioleta Leszczynska were phenomenal again,
with Huang recording a match-high 28 kills
along with 10 digs, and Leszczynska had a
match-high 68 assists.

In the first game, the Hokies grabbed an early
lead, but the Red Storm was able to fight back
and tie the score at 10 after a service ace by
Leszczynska. The Hokies were unable to
regain the lead they held in the beginning
and nine kills by Huang in the game con-
tributed to a game one win, 30-16.

The second game was the closest of the day
for the Red Storm, as they were back and
forth with Virginia Tech throughout the
game. Towards the latter stage of the game,
with the Hokies leading 20-16, St. John's
began creeping up and every time the Hokies
would grab more points, the Red Storm
would come right behind and tie it up. It con-
tinued like this until 27-27 when the Hokies
pulled away for good, finishing with a 30-28
game two win over St. John's.

The third game was another exciting one, as it
was much of the same intensity and closeness
as the second. Again, the two teams were
neck and neck all the way to the end when St.
John's took the lead at 25-24 and continued
to score on kills by senior Latoya Blunt. Huang
ended the game at 30-27 with a kill, and the
Red Storm were one away from closing out
the match.

The fourth game was the clincher for the Red
Storm as they climbed out to a an early lead.
The Hokies tied it up at 6-6, but the Red Storm
pulled away and an hour and 57 minutes after
the first serve, Hui Ping Huang pounded down
the last kill for the Red Storm, giving them a
3-1 win.

For Virginia Tech, senior Taylor Parrish had 13
kills and sophomore Michelle Lang had 45
assists. The loss drops the Hokies to 4-1 on the
season.
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MATCH 7 - Saturday, Sept. 1

Fairfield 0
St. John’s 3

MATCH 8 - Saturday, Sept. 1

No. 24 Long Beach State 1
St. John's 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  - The Red Storm volleyball team
defeated its first nationally ranked opponent
of the season, when they gritted out a 3-1 win
over No. 24 Long Beach State Saturday night
(31-29, 30-26, 27-30, 30-26). With the win, St.
John's captured first place in the 2007 STJ
Volleyball Invitational with a perfect 4-0
record. The win, combined with a win over
Fairfield earlier in the day, puts St. John's at 7-
1 overall on the season and bumps the Long
Beach State 49ers to 2-3.

Tournament MVP, senior Hui Ping Huang had
an extraordinary match, leading the Red
Storm with a match-high 20 kills, she also had
a .552 killing percentage. Junior Valeria
Kovaelva matched a season-high 16 kills, and
senior Wioleta Leszczynska, who was also
named to the All-tournament team, had a
match-high 68 kills. Also key contributors to
the Red Storm's victory were seniors Latoya
Blunt and junior Casie Brooks. Blunt had 13
kills and a team-high 5 blocks, while Brooks
recorded a career high 13 kills and 11 digs and
had the squad's only double-double of the
match. Junior Lena Yee also was key to the St.
John's victory with a match-high 14 digs.

The Red Storm used a .468 hitting percentage
and 27 kills to take down the 49ers in game
one. Kovaleva led the way with 8 kills. There
were 12 lead changes in the game and the
score changed six times. The two teams bat-
tled back and forth towards the end of the
game, eventually having to go to more points
for the victory. Tied at 29-29, Casie Brooks
ended the game with two straight kills, giving
the Red Storm a 31-29 game one.

The second game of the match was just as
tight game one The Red Storm built up a 15-9
lead, but the 49ers battled their way back to
tie the game at 22-22. St. John's regained the
momentum in the game after a pair of attack
errors by the 49ers, a kill by Leszczynska, and
a pair of service aces by Huang. This five-point
rally gave St. John's enough momentum to
secure game two, winning 30-26, and going
up two games to none in the match.

Game three was another tightly played game,
as neither team was able to establish a lead of
more than four points, Long Beach State used

19 kills and a match-high six blocks to come
out with a 30-27 victory, pulling within one
game of the Red Storm and gaining momen-
tum in the match.

Long Beach State used the momentum from
game three to build an early 10-5 lead in the
fourth game. St. John's, however, fought back
with a 13-4 rally that gave them an 18-14 lead.
Huang spark the Red Storm's rally, recording
five kills and a service ace. Long Beach State
did not wither and battled their way back to
tie the score at 20-20. After a kill by
Leszczynska, the Red Storm gained the lead
for good, and an attack error by the 49ers
gave St. John's the win, 30-26, taking the
match 3-1.

For the 49ers, senior Alexis Crimes had a team-
high 17 kills and junior Nicole Vargas record-
ed 59 assists. Crimes, along with teammate
Michaela Hasalikova were named to the STJ
Volleyball invitational All-tournament team.
Also making the team, were Virginia Tech's
Jen Albrecht and Fairfield's Katie Mann.

In earlier action, the Red Storm defeated the
Fairfield Stags in a 3-0 sweep (30-23, 30-26,
30-24). Senior Dana DeMayo had a match-
high 14 kills, Leszczynska had a match-high 45
assists, and Yee had a match-high 16 digs.

MATCH 9 - Tuesday, Sept. 4

No. 24 St. John's 3
Stony Brook 0

STONY  BROOK,  N.Y.  - The No. 24 St. John's
volleyball team defeated Stony Brook
University, 3-0 (30-22, 30-18, 30-25), Tuesday
night at the SBU Sports Complex in Stony
Brook, N.Y. With the win, the Red Storm
improved to 8-1 on the season and are cur-
rently riding a seven-game winning streak.

Seniors Dana DeMayo and Wioleta
Leszczynska both recorded double-doubles
for the Red Storm. DeMayo had a team-high
14 kills and tied for the match-high in digs
with 11, tying Leszczynska and junior Lena
Yee. Leszczynska chipped in with a match-
high 39 assists. 

In game one, St. John's came out quick, build-
ing an 11-4 lead before the Seawolves called a
time out to slow down the Red Storm's
momentum. St. John's was right back at it
after the short breather, however, and contin-
ued to expand their lead, going up as much as
11 points, 26-15, at one point. A kill by junior
Valeria Kovaleva ended the first game, which
St. John's won 30-22.

Game two was closer in the beginning, with
the Red Storm maintaining the lead through-
out after taking over at 2-1. Three kills early
by Leszczynska helped lead St. John's to a 13-
9 advantage before Stony Brook burned their
first time out. But Leszczynska continued to
have a great game, recording 11 assists, 5 digs
and 4 kills, while senior Latoya Blunt chipped
in five of her 13 kills on the night during
game two. St. John's cruised on to a 30-18
win, taking a 2-0 match lead into the locker
room.

The third and final game was the closest in
score, but St. John's had started it out with a
big 12-4 lead. The Seawolves battled back
however, but could never get closer than four
points from the Red Storm. St. John's was able
to hold off Stony Brook for a 30-25 game
three win, sweeping the match, 3-0.

For the Seawolves, senior Morgan Sweany had
a match-high 16 kills and senior Kaitlin
Deutsch had a team high 38 assists. The loss
drops Stony Brook to 3-5 overall.

2007  Game  Recaps



2007  Red  Storm  Volleyball  Game  Notes Page  13

MATCH 10 - Friday, Sept. 7

No. 24 St. John's 3
Virginia Commonwealth 2

UNIVERSITY  PARK,  PA.  - The No. 24 St. John's
women's volleyball team defeated Virginia
Commonwealth University, 3-2 (30-28, 23-30,
30-17, 27-30, 15-8), Friday afternoon in the
opening match of the Penn State Classic. With
the win, the Red Storm moved to 9-1 on the
season, while the Rams fell to 1-6.

Senior Hui Ping Huang had a match-high 19 kills
for the Red Storm, along with 10 digs for a dou-
ble-double. She also tied the match-high with
eight blocks. Also key to the Red Storm victory
were seniors Dana DeMayo, Wioleta
Leszczynska and Latoya Blunt and junior Lena
Yee. DeMayo had 18 kills and 21 digs,
Leszczynska recorded a match-high 55 assists,
while Blunt contributed with 14 crucial kills and
six big blocks. Yee led the Red Storm defense
with a team-high 27 digs.

After scoring the first point in the opening
game of the match on a kill by Huang, VCU tied
it at 1-1 then took an early lead that would last
until the closing points of the game. St. John's
kept battling back but the Rams were able to
hold on to the lead until it was 24-21, when St.
John's scored 3 straight points to tie it at 24-24.
The Red Storm eventually grabbed the lead, 26-
25, on a kill by Huang and held on for the 30-28
win.

In game two, the Red Storm struggled to find
offense as they fell behind early, 7-3 and 16-8.
After a timeout, St. John's was able to battle to
within two points to 16-14, but VCU took over
from there. The Rams went on to win the game
30-23, tying the match one game apiece.

St. John's came out from a ten-minute break
between games two and three rejuvenated and
ready. The Red Storm did not trail once in game
three, jumping out to an early 13-5 lead, led by
junior Casie Brooks' four kills. St. John's
increased the lead to 22-9 with more kills from
DeMayo and Huang. The Red Storm cruised to
a 30-17 game three win.

Game four saw the Rams use 17 kills to take
advantage of the Red Storm. Again, VCU
jumped out to an early lead, 9-3, before the Red
Storm fought their way back. Down the wire,
St. John's came within one point of the Rams,
but were unable to tie the game. VCU held on
for a 30-27 win.

In their first fifth-and-deciding game of the sea-
son, St. John's jumped out to an early 3-0 lead
before VCU took their first timeout. The Red
Storm held an 8-3 lead into the court-switch.
VCU called a timeout again at 12-5, but this
game was all St. John's, as they won the game,

15-8, on a service error by VCU and the match 3-
2.

For the Rams, freshman Jessica Ojukwu led the
team with 14 kills, while junior Cat Juson had 31
assists.

MATCH 11 - Friday, Sept. 7

No. 24 St. John's 0
No. 3 Penn State 3

UNIVERSITY  PARK,  PA.  - The St. John's women's
volleyball team fell to No. 3 Penn State Friday
night in the team's second match of the Penn
State Classic. The loss drops the Red Storm to 9-2
overall on the season, while Penn State improves
to 4-1. 

St. John's was led by senior Wioleta Leszczynska,
who recorded a team-high 25 kills. The Red Storm
players were all kept under 10 kills, with senior
Dana DeMayo recording the team-high seven.
Seniors Latoya Blunt and Hui Ping Huang were
right behind with six apiece. Junior Lena Yee had
a team-high 10 digs.

In game one, Penn State came out strong, grab-
bing a 7-2 lead and forcing St. John's to use a
timeout early. The Nittany Lions used a .412 hit-
ting percentage and 20 kills in the game to come
away with a 30-20 game one win.

St. John's grabbed the first point of the second
game as it was back and forth through 5-5 before
the Nittany Lions began to pull away. Penn State
used an impressive .615 hitting percentage and a
total four blocks to St. John's zero and defeated
the Red Storm 30-14, going to the locker room up
two games to none.

Game three saw Penn State build up a lead early
yet again, grabbing a 13-5 lead before St. John's
called their first timeout. However, from there it
was all Nittany Lions as Penn State went on to
take the game 30-17 and the match 3-0.

The Nittany Lions were led by seniors Megan
Hodge and Jessica Yanz. Hodge had a match-high
18 kills, while Yanz chipped in with a match-high
36 assists.

MATCH 12 - Saturday, Sept. 8

No. 24 St. John's 3
Colgate 0

UNIVERSITY  PARK,  PA.  - The No. 24 St. John's
women's volleyball team defeated Colgate, 3-
0, Saturday morning in the team's final match
of the Penn State Classic. The scores of the
match were 30-24, 30-23, and 30-. With the
win, the Red Storm improved to 10-2 overall
on the season, while the Raiders fell to 2-7.

Leading the way for St. John's was seniors
Dana DeMayo and Latoya Blunt. DeMayo had
a match high 16 kills along with 12 digs, while
Blunt had 10 kills and six totally blocks. Also
stepping up for the Red Storm was sopho-
more Alanna Rutan, who recorded a career
high nine kills along with a match-high three
service aces. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska and
junior Lena Yee again had great matches for
St. John's as Leszczynska had a match-high 44
assists and Yee had 16 digs, also the match-
high.

In game one, St. John's fell behind 2-0 early
but was able to take the lead on three
straight points. Then, tied at 5-5, a service ace
by junior Casie Brooks gave the Red Strom the
advantage that would last the rest of the
game. DeMayo had a game-high 8 kills for St.
John's as the Red Storm won the first game of
the match 30-24.

Three aces by Rutan made the score 8-2 in
favor of St. John's early in game two, as the
Red Storm started the attack fast. Colgate was
able to catch up at 17-17 midway through the
game, but kills by Blunt and Leszczynska and
three straight attack errors by the Raiders
gave St. John's a 22-17 lead, forcing Colgate
to call a timeout. The lead was too much for
the Gate to get back into the game though, as
the Red Storm went into the locker room up
two games to none after a 30-23 game two
win.

Game three saw the Red Storm jump out early
again, grabbing a 10-4 lead before Colgate
used their first timeout to slow down the
momentum. It did not work, however, as St.
John's came out hitting strong - the team had
an impressive .636 hitting percentage in game
three and cruised to a 30-15 win, taking the
match 3-0.

For the Raiders, junior Katrina Zawojski had a
team-high 11 kills while sophomore Meghan
Fanta recorded the team-high 30 assists.
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MATCH 13 - Tuesday, Sept. 11

No. 23 St. John’s 3
Hofstra 0

HEMPSTEAD,  N.Y.  -  The No. 23 St. John's vol-
leyball team defeated local rival Hofstra
Tuesday night, 3-0 (30-13, 30-23, 30-24). With
the win, the Red Storm captured the team's
third consecutive Queens/Nassau Cup title. St.
John's moved to 11-2 on the season, while the
Pride fell to .500 at 5-5.

St. John's was led by junior Casie Brooks who
had a match-high 13 kills and an amazing .591
hitting percentage. Also contributing for the
Red Storm were senior Wioleta Leszczynska
and junior Valeria Kovaleva. Leszczynska had
a match-high 42 assists, while Kovaleva tied
for the match-high with 13 digs.

The Red Storm built up a 7-0 lead right off the
bat in game one before the Pride used its first
timeout, but St. John's continued to dominate
from there. The Red Storm was a force both
offensively and defensively, posting 14 kills,
six service aces and a total of six blocks. St.
John's cruised on to a 30-13 win. Brooks led
the Red Storm with five kills and three total
blocks in game one.

In game two, the score was tied six times
through 9-9 before St. John's began to pull
away. Hofstra was within six points at 25-19,
when they used a timeout to slow down the
Red Storm. The points went back and forth
again through the last few points of the
match, but the Red Storm remained ahead
and went on to win 30-23.

The Red Storm came out of the locker room
with a 2-0 lead in the match and built up a 20-
14 lead in game three. Hofstra battled back
near the end, coming within four points at 26-
22, and giving St. John's a scare, forcing the
Red Storm to use a timeout. But St. John's
lead was too big, as they won the game 30-24,
sweeping the match 3-0.

For Hofstra, junior Lauren Engle had a team-
high 12 kills, and senior Shellane Ogoshi had
the team-high in assists with 14 and digs with
13.

MATCH 14 - Friday, Sept. 14

No. 23 St. John's 3
North Carolina Central 0

BLOOMINGTON,  IND.  - The No. 23 St. John's
volleyball team defeated North Carolina
Central, 3-0, Friday night in the opening
match of the Indiana University/adidas Classic.

The scores of the match were 30-26, 30-15,
and 30-16. With the win, the Red Storm
moved to 12-2 overall on the season, while
the Eagles fell to 7-7.

St. John's was led by seniors Dana DeMayo
and Wioleta Leszczynska. DeMayo had a
match-high 18 digs along with a team-high 13
kills for a double-double, while Leszczynska
led all players with 47 assists. Junior Valeria
Kovaleva also had a double-double with 10
kills and 14 digs. Senior Latoya Blunt had a
fantastic game with 12 kills and a team-high
.667 hitting percentage. Junior Chen Chen
contributed to the victory with 11 kills and
had a hand in two of the Red Storm's three
blocks.

St. John's fell behind 2-0 early in game one,
but came back to tie the score, as the game
was back and forth through 7-7. St. John's
took a 14-9 lead before the Eagles came surg-
ing back and took the lead at 16-15. A kill by
DeMayo tied it up at 19-19 and after a few
more tie scores, St. John's pulled away and
won game one, 30-26, on a service error by
the Eagles.

The Red Storm built up a 14-7 lead to start
game two, forcing N.C. Central to use their
first timeout. The Eagles came within four
points at 14-10 but did not come any closer as
the Red Storm rode a 16-5 run to take game
two, 30-15. St. John's had a .452 hitting per-
centage in game two and took a 2-0 match
lead into game three.

Game three had much the same look as the
second game did, with the Red Storm jumping
out to a 15-7 lead before the Eagles burnt
their first timeout. The Red Storm were ahead
for good, however, and cruised on to the end
of the game, where a kill by DeMayo won it,
30-16, completing the sweep, as St. John's
won the match 3-0.

For the Eagles, senior Shari Matthews had a
match-high 14 kills and tied for the team-high
nine digs with sophomore Rachel Lloyd.
Junior Ashley Shade had a team-high 19
assists.

MATCH 15 - Saturday, Sept. 16

No. 23 St. John's 3
East Tennessee State 0

BLOOMINGTON,  IND.  - The No. 23 St. John's
volleyball team defeated the East Tennessee
State Buccaneers, 3-0 (30-17, 30-22, 30-19).
With the win, the Red Storm improved to 13-
2 on the season, while ETSU fell to 6-7.

Seniors Dana DeMayo and Wioleta

Leszczynska continued to lead St. John's
through the tournament. In this match,
DeMayo picked up a match-high 15 kills,
while Leszczynska set a match-high 36 balls as
assists. Junior Valeria Kovaleva chipped in
with 14 kills and a match-high three service
aces, and junior Lena Yee had the team-high
with 13 digs.

Game one was tied through 5-5 when St.
John's grabbed six of the next seven points to
take an 11-6 lead. The Red Storm maintained
the healthy lead throughout the game, using
a .526 hitting percentage combined with 5
blocks, and won the game easily 30-17. 

Game two saw back and forth lead changes
early through 6-6 when a service ace by
DeMayo gave St. John's a 7-6 lead that would
last the rest of the game. East Tennessee State
stayed close throughout the game, but was
unable to catch the Red Storm. Kovaleva had
a game-high nine kills, leading St. John's to a
30-22 game two win.

In game three, St. John's jumped out to an
early 10-5 lead. When ETSU fought back to
within two points at 11-9, the Red Storm
pulled together an 11-5 run and had a safe 21-
14 lead. From there, the points went back and
forth, with the Red Storm sticking it out and
capturing a 30-19 game three victory, winning
the match 3-0.

For the Buccaneers, freshman Laura Waddell
led the team with 10 kills and sophomore
Amanda Youell had a team-high 28 assists. 

MATCH 16 - Tuesday, Sept. 19

No. 23 St. John's 3
Indiana 0

BLOOMINGTON,  IND.  - The No. 23 Red Storm
volleyball team defeated hosts Indiana, 3-0,
Saturday night capturing the tournament
crown of the 2007 Indiana University/adidas
Classic - their second tournament champi-
onship of the season. The scores of the match
were 30-27, 30-26, 30-24. The win improved
St. John's to 14-2 overall on the season and IU
dropped to 9-3. 

Junior Lena Yee was named the tournament
MVP and seniors Dana DeMayo and Wioleta
Leszczynska were named to the all-tourna-
ment team. But it was senior Hui Ping Huang
that led the way for St. John's in the tourna-
ment winner. Huang had a match-high 20 kills
and a .469 hitting percentage. Leszczynska
had a great match, registering 51 assists. Also
contributing key kills and blocks for the Red
Storm was senior Latoya Blunt who finished
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with 11 kills, a .476 hitting percentage and
two blocks. Yee contributed with a match-
high 15 digs and junior Valeria Kovaleva
chipped in with 14 kills and 14 digs, register-
ing St. John's only double-double.

Blunt provided a spark for the Red Storm early
in game one registering two kills and a big
solo block, as St. John's grabbed an 11-5 lead.
The Hoosiers came within two points at 14-12,
but Blunt slammed down a kill to silence the
crowd as St. John's forced Indiana to call a
timeout after the Red Storm scored three
straight points, making it 17-12. After the
minute break, Indiana was able to tie the
game at 20-20, forcing the Red Storm to call
its first time out. From there, St. John's
grabbed the lead and when Indiana came
within one at 28-27, Kovaleva smashed a kill
to give St. John's game point. On the next
play, Kovaleva ended it with another kill and
St. John's took game one 30-27.

Indiana grabbed an early 6-1 lead in game
two, forcing the Red Storm to use their first
timeout. But the Hoosiers continued on,
building up an 11-4 lead. It was from there
that St. John's started to fight back when, on
one service turn by Lena Yee, the Red Storm
completely took over with nine straight
points, taking a 13-11 lead. St. John's did not
look back from there, as they forced Indiana
to use their second timeout at 24-19. The
Hoosiers came within three at 28-25, but the
Red Storm ended the game on kills from Blunt
and Kovaleva, taking game two 30-26, and
going into the locker room up 2-0 in the
match.

Game three was back and forth through 15-15
with neither team gaining more than a two
point lead. That lasted until Lena Yee went
back to serve and St. John's grabbed the next
three points. The Hoosiers came within one at
20-19 but two kills and an assisted block by
Huang gave St. John's a 23-19 lead, forcing
Indiana to use their first timeout. After the
break, the Red Storm held out a 7-5 run to win
game three 30-24, winning the match 3-0.

For the Hoosiers, senior Lauren Ditteon and
junior Erica Short tied for the team-high with
12 kills apiece and freshman Mara Hilgenberg
had a team-high 35 assists.

MATCH 17 - Tuesday, Sept. 18

No. 21 St. John’s 3
Fordham 0

BRONX,  N.Y.  - The No. 21 St. John's volleyball
team defeated the Fordham University Rams,
3-0, Tuesday night. The scores of the match

were 30-16, 30-25, 30-23. The win was St.
John's sixth straight, and improved the team
to 15-2 overall. The loss dropped the Rams to
7-10 on the season.

Senior Dana DeMayo led St. John's, register-
ing the squad's only double-double with a
team-high 12 kills and a match-high 13 digs.
Seniors Wioleta Leszczynska and Latoya Blunt
were also key contributors to the Red Storm
victory. Leszczynska had a match-high 31
assists, four digs, three service aces and four
blocks, while Blunt chipped in with nine kills
and seven total blocks. Junior Casie Brooks
registered 11 kills, six digs and four assists for
St. John's.

In game one, St. John's took advantage of
Fordham's errors early but the game
remained close through 6-5. The Red Storm
grabbed 11 of the next 12 points, due in large
part to four kills by senior Hui Ping Huang,
taking a 17-6 lead and forcing the Rams to use
their first timeout. The lead was too large for
Fordham to overcome, however, as St. John's
picked up eight straight points towards the
end of the game, taking a 29-14 lead. The Red
Storm picked up the victory in game one, 30-
16, with a set-over kill by Leszczynska.

The Red Storm fell behind early in game two,
as the Rams built up leads of 6-3 and 11-8. St.
John's scored the next four points, taking a
12-11 lead, but the Rams grabbed four follow-
ing points and forced the Red Storm to take
their first timeout with the score 15-12. The
points were back and forth from there, but
when Fordham held a 20-16 lead, St. John's
took command, scoring the next seven points
and taking a lead that it would not lose. The
Red Storm held off the Rams, taking game
two 30-25.

St. John's grabbed an early lead 3-0 in game
three on two straight service aces by
Leszczynska and a kill by junior Valeria
Kovaleva. The Rams got right back in it taking
six of the next seven points, and grabbing a 6-
4 lead. From that point, the game was back
and forth through 16-16, before the Red
Storm earned the next six points and took a
22-16 lead. With St. John's up 28-23, a kill by
Junior Lena Yee and a Rams attack error gave
the Red Storm a 30-23 game three victory, and
a 3-0 match sweep.

For the Rams, freshman Christi Griffiths post-
ed a match-high 14 kills and eight blocks and
junior Katherine Burrell registered a team-
high 27 assists.

MATCH 18 - Friday, Sept. 21

No. 21 St. John's 3
Seton Hall 0

SOUTH  ORANGE,  N.J.  - The No. 21 St. John's
volleyball team was victorious in its first BIG
EAST match of the season Friday night against
Seton Hall. The Red Storm captured a 3-0 win
over the Pirates (30-18, 30-16, 30-23). The win
improved St. John's to 16-2 overall on the sea-
son and 1-0 in BIG EAST play.

Senior Hui Ping Huang, the 2007 BIG EAST
Pre-season co-Player of the Year, led the Red
Storm and all players with 12 kills and five
total blocks. Seniors Wioleta Leszczynska and
Latoya Blunt also stood out for St. John's.
Leszczynska recorded the team's only double-
double with a match high 46 assists, as well as
11 digs and four kills, while Blunt had 10 key
kills. Junior Casie Brooks chipped in with 10
kills and six digs.

The Red Storm fell behind 6-1 early in game
one before using its first timeout. St. John's
got within three points at 10-7 on a kill by
Blunt, then junior Lena Yee went back to
serve and the Red Storm grabbed the next
five points to take a 12-10 lead. The Red
Storm did not look back from there, as
DeMayo and Huang contributed a game-high
four kills apiece and together racked up five
total blocks. St. John's took game one 30-18.

St. John's grabbed a dominating 12-2 lead in
game two on a combination of kills from
Brooks, Huang, and Kovaleva. The Pirates
used their first timeout at 21-11, but from
there they were only able to garner five more
points. A kill by Huang ended the game, 30-
16, and the Red Storm went into the locker
room up two games to none. St. John's
recorded a .485 hitting percentage to Seton
Hall's .065.

Fresh out of the locker room, the Red Storm
started game three scoring four straight
points, making it 4-0. Seton Hall kept it close,
coming within two points on three different
occasions, but they couldn't make it any clos-
er. St. John's began to run away with the
game and a kill by Blunt ended the game and
match, as St. John's picked up a 30-23 game
three win, and a 3-0 sweep of its first BIG
EAST match.

For the Pirates, freshman Sarah Osmun
recorded a team-high eight kills and junior
Britney Rahrer had 23 assists, also a team-
high.
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MATCH 19 - Sunday, Sept. 23

No. 21 St. John's 3
Villanova 0

VILLANOVA,  PA.  - The No. 21 St. John's volley-
ball team earned its second straight confer-
ence win and begins the 2007 BIG EAST slate
2-0 after closing out the weekend with a 3-0
sweep of the Villanova Wildcats Sunday after-
noon in Villanova, Pa. The scores of the match
were 30-23, 30-26, and 30-28. The win
improves the Red Storm to 17-2 overall, 2-0 in
the BIG EAST, while Villanova moves to 9-5
overall and 1-1 in BIG EAST play.

Senior Hui Ping Huang and Junior Valeria
Kovaleva led the St. John's offense with a
team-high 12 kills apiece. Huang also had two
blocks and Kovaleva recorded seven digs and
three blocks. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had
a match-high 39 assists and senior Latoya
Blunt chipped in with 11 kills and a match-
high .346 hitting percentage. Juniors Casie
Brooks and Lena Yee tied for the match-high
in digs with 12 apiece.

In game one, the points went back and forth
through 5-5 when Villanova took a two-point
7-5 lead, but the Red Storm answered right
back with kills by Brooks and Blunt. Neither
team took a bigger lead through 14-14, but
St. John's pulled away when it took the next
four points making it 18-14. The Red Storm
stayed ahead the rest of game one and picked
up the 30-23 win with two straight kills by
Leszczynska.

Game two started on an ace by Villanova's
Emily Brown, followed by another three
points and St. John's used its first timeout
down 4-0 early. After the break, it was more
Wildcats as they built up a commanding 8-0
lead before the Red Storm grabbed its first
point on a kill by Brooks. St. John's fought
right back into the game, trying it at 12-12 on
an attack error by Villanova, the team's sixth
straight point. On the next play, the Red
Storm took the lead on another Wildcat
attack error, and Villanova was forced to call a
timeout. The game was back and forth from
there until 23-23 when a kill by Kovaleva gave
St. John's a lead it would not lose, and the Red
Storm held on for a 30-26 win.

After the ten minute break, both teams start-
ed game three on the same level, as it was
tied through 7-7. St. John's grabbed a 12-8
lead before the Wildcats used their first time-
out. Villanova fought back tying it at 13-13
and again at 14-14, but the Red Storm
answered back with three straight points, tak-
ing a 17-14 lead. Villanova called its second
timeout at 21-16 and was able to come back
and tie the game at 27-27. A kill by Blunt

made it 28-27, then an ace by Brooks gave St.
John's match-point. A kill by senior Dana
DeMayo ended the game 30-28 and gave the
Red Storm the 3-0 match win.

For the Wildcats, seniors Alona Cherkez and
Kacy Sellers had 16 and 14 kills, respectively,
while sophomore Chelsea Graman chipped in
with 37 assists.

MATCH 20 - Saturday, Sept. 29

Pittsburgh 1
No. 19 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  - The No. 19 St. John's volleyball
team defeated BIG EAST opponent
Pittsburgh, 3-1, Saturday afternoon in the
squad's conference home opener. The scores
of the match were 30-28, 33-35, 30-12, 30-28.
With the win, the Red Storm improved to 18-
2 overall and 3-0 in BIG EAST action, while Pitt
dropped to 8-8 overall, 2-1 in the BIG EAST.

Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had a phenome-
nal day, recording a double-double with a
match-high 63 assists and 13 digs along with
eight kills and eight total blocks. Another sen-
ior, Hui Ping Huang, led all players in kills and
blocks as she also earned a double-double,
registering 19 kills and 11 blocks. Junior Lena
Yee led St. John's and all players in digs with
24. Junior Casie Brooks scored a double-dou-
ble as well, as she set a career-high with 15
kills to go along with 12 digs. Seniors Dana
DeMayo and Latoya Blunt were dominate for
the Red Storm offense as well, recording 14
and 11 kills, respectively.

Game one was tight through 7-7 when the
Red Storm pulled ahead with three points on
two blocks by combinations of Blunt and
DeMayo, and Blunt and Leszczynska, as well
as a kill by DeMayo. With St. John's up 12-8,
the Panthers used their first timeout. The Red
Storm build up a healthy 25-19 lead, but Pitt
would come back to within one point three
separate times, the last time being at 29-28,
but a kill by DeMayo ended game one 30-28.

In game two, the Red Storm started great,
running up a 10-3 score before Pitt turned it
around with 10 of the next 13 points to make
it a brand new game at 13-13. From there the
game was tight through to the end, with nei-
ther team building a lead greater than two
points. When the Red Storm faced defeat
with Pitt leading 29-27, a kill by Blunt and a
block by Huang and Leszczynska tied the
score at 29-29 forcing the scores beyond 30.
The Panthers grabbed the first two advan-
tages, with the Red Storm scoring each time
to tie it and send the game further. The Red

Storm could not hold on for the win though,
as Pitt walked away from game two with a 35-
33 win. The teams went into their locker
rooms tied 1-1. 

After the break, St. John's came out flying.
Even though it was close through 5-5 in the
beginning of game three, the Red Storm cap-
tured 15 of the next 18 points, taking a com-
manding 20-8 lead. St. John's didn't even look
back as game three was all Red Storm, and
they cruised to an easy 30-12 victory.

The fourth game was another nail-biter
throughout as the score was tied 13 times and
there was a match-high 5 lead changes. With
Pittsburgh up 10-8, the Red Storm scored five
straight times on 3 straight kills by Brooks, a
kill by Leszczynska, and a Pitt attack error. This
put St. John's in the lead 13-10, a lead they
would hold until Pitt took over very late in the
game at 27-26. 

For the Panthers, junior Kelly Campbell regis-
tered a double-double with 16 kills and 10
digs and junior Nicole Taurence had a team-
high 43 assists. Sophomore Michelle Rossi had
a team-high 17 digs and sophomore Meagan
Dooley led the team with eight blocks.

MATCH 21 - Sunday, Sept. 30

West Virginia 0
No. 19 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  - The No. 19 Red Storm volley-
ball team defeated the Mountaineers of West
Virginia, 3-0, Sunday afternoon at Carnesecca
Arena. The scores of the match were 30-27,
30-16, and 30-26. With the win, St. John's
improved to 19-2 (4-0 BIG EAST) and extended
its winning streak to 10 straight matches. The
Mountaineers, meanwhile dropped to 9-7 (1-3
BIG EAST).

Seniors Latoya Blunt and Wioleta Leszczynska
contributed fantastic efforts in the victory.
Blunt had a match-high 15 kills, while
Leszczynska chipped in with another great
setting performance, as she led all players
with 45 assists. Senior Hui Ping Huang had a
great match as well, registering13 kills and
three service aces. Junior Lena Yee had a
match high 11 digs.

Things started out slow for the Red Storm in
game one, as the team trailed throughout
most of the game. The Mountaineers grabbed
the first point of the match on a kill by soph-
omore Marissa Meyers. The game would
remain close, until the Red Storm used its first
timeout at 15-12. After the breather, Latoya
Blunt started things up for St. John's with a
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big kill and the Mountaineers were unable to
gain a lead greater than two points from then
on. It wasn't until a kill by Huang made it 27-
26 St. John's, that the Red Storm took the lead
for good. An ace by Huang ended the game
30-27.

The second game was close early on, and with
St. John's leading 6-5, junior Casie Brooks
went back to serve. On one service-turn the
Red Storm racked up seven straight points
with three kills by Blunt and two aces by
Brooks and took a 13-5 lead. This lead would
be big enough for the Red Storm, who
increased it later on in the game to 26-14 on
another service-turn by Brooks in which the
team tallied seven points. St. John's used a
.405 hitting percentage in the game to West
Virginia's .071 to take game two by the score
of 30-16. The Red Storm went into the locker
room with a 2-0 match lead.

After the ten-minute break, St. John's came
out strong, building an 11-4 lead early in
game three. The lead would remain signifi-
cant until the Mountaineers fought their way
back to within four point towards the end of
the game at 29-25, forcing the Red Storm to
use a timeout. After the timeout, West
Virginia got another point to make it 29-26,
but a kill by senior Elizabeth Austin ended the
game and match. Austin matched a team-high
5 kills for game three, as the final score was
30-26, giving the Red Storm a 3-0 sweep of
the match.

For the Mountaineers, three players matched
the team-high with 10 kills: seniors Abby Tevis
and Ashley Pappas and freshman Abby
Norman. Senior Kailee Goold led the
Mountaineers with 35 assists, while freshman
Bonnie West had a team-high 10 digs.

MATCH 22 - Saturday, Oct. 6

No. 18 St. John’s 0
Louisville 3

LOUISVILLE,  KY.  -  The No. 18 Red Storm vol-
leyball team saw its 10-match winning streak
come to an end Saturday, as the team was
defeated by a tough Louisville squad, 3-0 (39-
37, 30-23, 30-26). With the loss, St. John's fell
to 19-3 (4-1 BIG EAST), while the Cardinals
improved to 10-4 (5-0 BIG EAST). The loss also
ended the Red Storm's 20-match BIG EAST
winning streak.

Senior Hui Ping Huang and junior Lena Yee
had stand out performances for St. John's in
the losing effort. Huang had a double-double
with a match high 18 kills as well as 11 digs,
she also put up five total blocks. Yee con-
tributed on defense for the Red Storm, as she

threw her body around to record a match-
high 22 digs. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska had
a team-high 43 assists to go with nine digs,
while junior Valeria Kovaleva registered 13
kills and nine digs.

The fans got their money's worth of the
match in just the first game. Neither team
showed any dominance, as the largest lead
was in the middle of the game when Lousiville
was up by three points at 17-14.  The game
was tied 22 times and saw 10 lead changes.
Each time the Cardinals took a one point lead
from 22-22 to 25-25, senior Latoya Blunt was
there to tie it right back up. The teams even-
tually had to play into extra points, where the
Red Storm had the chance to put the game
away four different times but was unable to.
Fueled by junior Jana Matiasovska's seven
kills, including the last two of the game, the
Cardinals won game one, 39-37.

St. John's jumped out to an early 3-0 lead in
game two, only to have the Cardinals answer
right back with four straight points, taking a
4-3 lead. Tied at 7-7 a kill by junior Casie
Brooks gave the Red Storm the lead. The team
would hold on to that lead twice after
Louisville came within one point at 12-11 and
13-12. But the Cardinals were able to tie it at
14-14, and took the lead on the next play, 15-
14, forcing the Red Storm to use its first time-
out. After the break the teams split the next
four points, and St. John's tied it at 17-17 and
took the lead on a Cardinal attack error. It was
back and forth through 20-20 but Louisville
took the next three points, and St. John's used
its final timeout. The lead was too much how-
ever, as the Cardinals rode out a 7-3 run to
take a two match lead into the locker room,
ending game two 30-23.

In game three, Huang started things off well
for the Red Storm as she had three straight
kills and the team got a big block from
Leszczynska and junior Chen Chen to grab an
early 4-0 lead. The Cardinals fought right back
into it again though, and tied it at 5-5. The
game was back and forth through 12-12. A kill
by Kovaleva gave St. John's a 16-13 lead and
Louisville used their first time out. After the
break, the Cardinal came back to tie it up and
took the lead, 18-17. The Red Storm used their
last timeout with the Cardinals up 23-22.
After the break, Louisville pulled away to a
27-24 lead, the Red Storm fought back to
within 28-26, but the Cardinals put the match
away with a 30-26 game three victory.

For Louisville, Matiasovska had a team-high
14 kills to go with six total blocks, while soph-
omore Justine Landi put up a match-high nine
big blocks at the net and dug 12 balls.
Sophomore Samantha Dabbs had a match-
high 44 assists.

MATCH 23 - Sunday, Oct. 7

No. 18 St. John’s 3
Cincinnati 1

CINCINNATI,  OHIO  -  After dropping the first
game of the match, the No. 18 St. John's vol-
leyball team battled right back to win the
next three, as the team defeated the Bearcats
of the University of Cincinnati, 3-1 (26-30, 30-
18, 30-28, 30-23), Sunday afternoon. The win
improves St. John's to 20-3 overall (5-1 BIG
EAST), while Cincinnati falls to 14-5 (5-1 BIG
EAST).

Seniors Hui Ping Huang and Latoya Blunt led
the way for St. John's, as each recorded a
match-high 17 kills. Huang also had nine digs
and seven total blocks, while Blunt registered
a team high .355 hitting percentage and eight
total blocks. Junior Lena Yee had another
great contest, recording a match-high 20 digs,
and senior Wioleta Leszczynska led all players
with 54 assists.

Game one was back and forth through 7-7,
but the Bearcats took the next four points to
make it 11-7. Cincinnati maintained the lead
throughout most of the game until the Red
Storm was able to come within two points at
18-16. The Bearcats were able to hold off St.
John's, and at game point at 29-21, the Red
Storm strung together five straight points to
make it 29-26. However, a kill by Cincinnati
freshman Stephanie Niemer ended game one
30-26.

The Red Storm started game two off right by
grabbing the first four points, and was able to
keep it up from there. St. John's built up a 13-
5 lead when the Bearcats started crawling
back, but the Red Storm was able to remain in
control and forced the Cincinnati to use a
timeout at 18-9. After the break, it all St.
John's as the team cruised to a 30-18 win,
tying up the match at 1-1.

After the ten minute intermission, the
Bearcats started strong jumping out to a 5-1
lead but the Red Storm battled right back into
it and tied it up at 8-8. The team took a 9-8
lead on a kill by Blunt on the next play.
Cincinnati would regain the lead and hold off
the Red Storm until it was 22-22. From there,
it was back and forth until 28-28, two straight
points on Cincinnati attack errors gave the
Red Storm a 30-28 game three win, and a 2-1
match advantage.

Game three saw the Red Storm grab the first
four points and build on the lead. The
Bearcats fought hard back into it and eventu-
ally tied it at 11-11. Neither team could gain
much dominance throughout the game. The
Red Storm forced the Bearcats to use their sec-
ond timeout at 27-22. After the break, the
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Red Storm grabbed three of the next four
points and an ace by junior Valeria Kovaleva
ended the game 30-23, giving St. John's a 3-1
match win.

For the Bearcats, Neimer and junior Jessica
Elley each had a team-high 12 kills. Freshman
setter Annie Fesl had a team-high 43 digs,
while sophomore Jamie Frey led her team
with 13 digs.

MATCH 24 - Sunday, Oct. 14

No. 22 St. John’s 3
Rutgers 0

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.J.  -  The No. 22 St. John's
volleyball team defeated the Scarlet Knights
of Rutgers University Sunday afternoon at
Rutgers' College Ave. Gym. The scores of the
match were 30-14, 30-15, 30-22. With the win,
the Red Storm improved to 21-3 overall, 6-1 in
BIG EAST play, while Rutgers fell to 3-14, and
1-7 in conference action.

Senior Hui Ping Huang had a remarkable
match, registering a match-high 18 kills with
only one error on 31 attacks for a .548 hitting
percentage, she also recorded four digs and
three total blocks. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska
recorded the match-high with 39 assists, while
getting five kills, six digs and two blocks as
well. Juniors Lena Yee and Valeria Kovaleva
also had a stand-out performances for the
Red Storm, Yee had a match-high 12 digs,
while Kovaleva had nine kills and 10 digs.

St. John's scored the first five points of game
one before the Scarlet Knights got on the
board. The Red Storm dominated throughout
the game, building its lead up to 10 points at
18-8. Rutgers could not battle back into it as
St. John's ran away with game one easily, 30-
14. For the game, the Red Storm had a .389
hitting percentage to Rutgers' .000.

A service ace by Leszczynska started things off
in game two, the Red Storm grabbed another
point on a Scarlet Knights attack error.
Rutgers came back to tie it up at 2-2. The
points went back and forth from there
through 4-4, before Rutgers grabbed its first
lead of the day at 5-4. Tied at 9-9, St. John's
took the next three points and the lead for
good. The Scarlet Knights used their first
timeout with the Red Storm leading 21-13. St.
John's rode out a 9-4 run after the timeout to
end the second game 30-15, going up 2-0 in
the match.

After the intermission, the Red Storm jumped
out early in game three, only to have Rutgers
answer right back. The game was close
through 8-8, when Huang got one of her

game-high nine kills to break the tie. St.
John's didn't look back from there, as they
held off the Scarlet Knights the rest of the
way, until big block by junior Chen Chen and
sophomore Ruisa Scheffel ended the game 30-
22, and St. John's took the match 3-0. 

For Rutgers, sophomore Kyra Thompson led
the team with 10 kills, junior Roxy Calder had
a team-high 14 assists, while freshman Emma
Chrystal and sophomore Stephanie Moore
tied for the team-high with eight digs.

MATCH 25 - Friday, Oct. 19

No. 22 St. John’s 3
Connecticut 0 

STORRS,  CONN.  -  The No. 22 St. John's volley-
ball team defeated UConn, 3-0, Friday night
at the Harry A. Gampel Pavilion. The scores of
the match were 30-23, 30-28, and 30-20. With
the win, the Red Storm improved to 22-3 over-
all (7-1 BIG EAST), while the Huskies dropped
to 12-9 (3-5 BIG EAST).

Senior Hui Ping Huang led the way for St.
John's with a match-high 18 kills and a .643
hitting percentage. Huang also recorded five
total blocks, four digs. Also contributing to
the win for the Red Storm was senior Wioleta
Leszczynska and junior Lena Yee. Leszczynska
registered a match-high 43 assists, along with
five kills, and eight digs, while Yee matched
the match-high 15 digs. Junior Valeria
Kovaleva was also a big force for the Red
Storm as she contributed 12 digs, nine kills,
five total blocks and three service aces.

It was a slow start for the Red Storm in game
one, as the Huskies grabbed the first three
points, and then built up a 13-9 lead before
St. John's used its first timeout. After the
break, St. John's fought to within one point at
13-12, then tied it at 15-15 before grabbing its
first lead of the game at 17-16 on a kill by
Kovaleva. After the next point for St. John's, a
kill by senior Latoya Blunt, the Huskies used
their first timeout. The Red Storm continued
to build on the lead from there, and a kill by
Huang ended the game, 30-23. Huang had a
game-high eight kills.

Game two saw St. John's jump out to an 8-3
lead and Connecticut called its first timeout.
The Huskies grabbed the next two points
before senior Dana DeMayo broke the
momentum with a kill. The Red Storm
remained ahead throughout most of the
game until the Huskies tied it late at 27-27.
With things tied at 28-28, the Red Storm
would go on to take the next to points on a
kill by Huang and a big block by Blunt and

Kovaleva, ending the game 30-28. St. John's
went into the locker room up two games to
none.

Leszczynska started game three with a service
ace as the Red Storm came out from the lock-
er determined to end the match in three
games. St. John's jumped out to a 5-1 lead
quickly, and maintained a comfortable lead
throughout the game. The team rocketed out
to a 23-9 lead. UConn began to climb back,
but the deficit was just too much to over-
come. A kill by sophomore Ruisa Scheffel
ended the game, 30-20, as the Red Storm took
the match, 3-0.

For the Huskies, senior Sade Chambers had a
team-high 15 kills, while sophomore Bridget
Denson-Dorman recorded 35 assists, also a
team high. Sophomore Jessica Isaac tied Yee
with a match-high 15 digs.

MATCH 26 - Friday, Oct. 26

DePaul 0
No. 23 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  -  Libero Lena Yee racked in a
match-high 20 digs, to help the No. 23 Red
Storm volleyball team to a 3-0 (30-19, 30-15,
30-25) sweep of BIG EAST opponent DePaul,
in front of its home crowd Friday night at
Carnesecca Arena to tip off Homecoming
week at St. John's. The win improved the Red
Storm to 23-3 overall (8-1 BIG EAST) and
dropped the Blue Demons to 6-17 (1-8 BIG
EAST). 

Senior Hui Ping Huang tied the match-high
with 13 kills and had seven digs, while senior
Latoya Blunt chipped in with 11 kills and four
blocks. The Red Storm registered 12 service
aces in the match, three apiece for senior
Wioleta Leszczynska and juniors Chen Chen
and Casie Brooks. Leszczynska had the match-
high in assists (44) and registered six digs and
three kills. Brooks and fellow classmate
Valeria Kovaleva contributed with nine kills
apiece, while Kovaleva had eight digs and
Brooks had seven digs.

In game one, St. John's jumped out to a 6-2
lead and forced the Blue Demons to take an
early timeout. A string of three straight kills
by Huang combined with one from
Leszczynska and a Blue Demons attack error
made the score 14-6. DePaul would take its
second and final timeout of the game at that
point. After the break, the Red Storm kept up
the pressure, building the lead to 11 points at
23-12. The Blue Demons fought back to with-
in nine, but could not come any closer as a
DePaul attack error ended action in game
one, with the Red Storm winning 30-19. St.
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John's tallied 21 kills, hitting .514 in the game
to the Blue Demons' .147.

The Red Storm jumped out of the gate fast in
game two, grabbing an 8-1 lead thanks in
large part to the play of Chen, who registered
two service aces and a kill during the run. St.
John's increased the lead to 20-9 as
Leszczynska recorded three service aces in a
row at one point in the game. The Red Storm
doubled-up the Blue Demons, 30-15, in game
two, winning the game on a kill by senior
Elizabeth Austin. The teams went into the
locker rooms with St. John's leading the
match, 2-0.

After the intermission, DePaul came out
strong, as they built up a 9-5 lead. The Blue
Demons remained ahead for most of the
game, until St. John's tied it at 22-22 on a
service ace by Kovaleva. The Red Storm took
the lead for good at 25-24 on strong kill by
Blunt. Two service aces by Brooks and two kills
by Huang gave St. John's match-point. DePaul
freshman Kyndell Highland extended the
game with a kill, but Blunt slammed down
another kill and ended the game, 30-25, and
the Red Storm took the match 3-0.

For the Blue Demons, sophomore Sarah Cullen
recorded a double-double as she tied the
match-high 13 kills and led the team with 11
digs. Freshman Christy Landschoot had a
team-high 31 assists, while freshman Kate
Letcher put up two blocks.

MATCH 27 - Sunday, Oct. 28

Notre Dame 0
No. 23 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  -  The No. 23 Red Storm volley-
ball team defeated the Notre Dame Fighting
Irish, 3-0, Sunday afternoon at Carnesecca
Arena. The scores of the match were 30-21,
30-24, 30-23. With the win, the Red Storm
improved to 24-3 overall (9-1 BIG EAST), while
the Fighting Irish fell to 9-12 (24-3 BIG EAST).

Senior Latoya Blunt led the Red Storm offense
with a match-high 12 kills and hit .529. Seniors
Hui Ping Huang and Wioleta Leszczynska con-
tributed to the victory significantly. Huang
had 11 kills, six digs and four total blocks,
while Leszczynska recorded 40 assists, five kills
and a remarkable seven service aces. Senior
Dana DeMayo and juniors Casie Brooks and
Valeria Kovaleva each had 10 kills apiece.
Junior Lena Yee led all players with 10 digs.

The score was back and forth between the
two teams early in game one, until the Red
Storm strung together three straight points to
make it 12-9. The game remained close, and

when the Red Storm grabbed a five point lead
at 19-14, Notre Dame used its first time out.
After the break, the Irish couldn't break into
the lead and the Red Storm, who hit a match-
high .594 in the game, battled forth to a 30-
21 victory.

Things started of well for the Red Storm in
game two, as the team captured the first
three points. The Irish answered back with a
streak of four points to take the lead, but St.
John's then grabbed the next five points for
an 8-4 lead and didn't look back. Notre Dame
came within one point at 16-15, but was
unable to tie it. The Irish used a timeout trail-
ing 19-15, and got the next point, but Blunt
put the momentum right back onto St. John's
side as she fired down a kill. A kill by Dana
DeMayo ended the game, 30-24, and the Red
Storm went into the locker room up two
games to none.

The Red Storm came out from the ten-minute
break and quickly jumped out to a 6-0 lead,
thanks in large part to three service aces by
Leszczynska, and forced Notre Dame to take a
timeout. After the breather, it was more St.
John's as the team shot right out to a domi-
nating 16-4 lead. A late rally by the Irish
brought them to within three points at 26-23,
but the Red Storm picked up the next four
points and won the game, 30-23, sweeping
the match 3-0.

For the Irish, Justine Stremick had a team-high
11 kills, while Ashley Tarutis registered 22
assists, also a team-high. Megan Dunne led
Notre Dame with 8 digs.

MATCH 28 - Saturday, Nov. 3

Syracuse 0
No. 22 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  -  The No. 22 Red Storm volley-
ball team swept the Orange of Syracuse
University, 3-0 (30-23, 30-24, 30-23) Saturday
afternoon at Carnesecca Arena. With the win,
St. John's picked up its nineteenth sweep of
the season, as well as its fifth in a row. The
Red Storm is now 25-3 (10-1 BIG EAST), while
Syracuse drops to 18-11 (6-5 BIG EAST).

Senior Wioleta Leszczynska directed the Red
Storm offense with a match-high 45 assists
and was one dig away from a double-double
as she recorded nine for the match, she also
had two total blocks. Four players registered
double-digit efforts in kills, led by senior Hui
Ping Huang with 14 kills. Huang also regis-
tered three total blocks. Senior Latoya Blunt
had 12 key kills, while junior Valeria Kovaleva
had 11 and senior Dana DeMayo had 10.
Junior Lena Yee led all players with 13 digs.

Game one was tight through 5-5, then the
Orange jumped out to an 8-5 lead, forcing St.
John's to burn its first timeout. Syracuse kept
up the momentum after the breather, and
jumped out to a 15-10 lead. The Red Storm
battled back though, and took the lead at 16-
15 on an Orange attack error. The game
remained tight until the Red Storm picked up
the final seven points, and after two straight
service aces by Kovaleva, St. John's won game
one 30-23.

The Red Storm jumped out to a quick 6-0 lead
in game two, and stayed in front for the
entire game. St. John's had its greatest lead of
eight points at three different points in the
match. The Orange cut it to within four late in
the game, at 27-23, but the Red Storm
grabbed 3 of the next four point to take the
game 30-24. Huang had a game-high eight
kills in game two and Blunt was a perfect five-
for-five on her kill attempts. St. John's went
into the locker room up two games to none.

The first few points of game three were back
and forth through 5-5, when a kill by
Kovaleva gave St. John's a 6-5 lead. The game
remained close, but when the Red Storm
extended the lead to 22-17, Syracuse used its
first timeout. After the break, the Orange just
couldn't muster up enough to come back, and
St. John's rolled on to a 30-23 game win, tak-
ing the match 3-0.

For the Orange, senior Cheryl Cobbina and
sophomore Kacie MacTavish tied the team-
high 13 kills, while junior April Quigley led the
team with 42 assists. Senior Joscie Kaup had a
team-high 12 digs and junior Brittany Kern
had a match-high four total blocks.

MATCH 29 - Sunday, Nov. 4

Marquette 0
No. 22 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y. - In front of the home crowd at
Carnesecca Arena for Senior Day on Sunday
afternoon, the No. 22 Red Storm volleyball
team defeated the Marquette Golden Eagles,
3-0 (30-24, 30-21, 30-26). The win was St.
John's sixth in a row and 15th out of its last
16. With the win, the Red Storm extends its
home winning streak to 22 straight matches
stretching over the past three seasons, and is
undefeated in the past two.

The win improves the Red Storm to 26-3 over-
all (11-1 BIG EAST), while Marquette drops to
8-14 (5-7 BIG EAST). St. John's has secured the
second seed in the BIG EAST Tournament,
which begins on Friday, Nov. 16 at
Marquette's Al McGuire Center in Milwaukee,
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Despite commemorating the seniors, it was a
junior that led the way for St. John's on this
day, as Casie Brooks led all players and
matched her career-high with 15 kills and a
.714 hitting percentage. The seniors did have
their say, though, as Hui Ping Huang and
Latoya Blunt ended their final home game
with 12 kills and 10 kills, respectively, and
both players earned four total blocks. Senior
Wioleta Leszczynska dished out a match-high
43 assists, while junior Lena Yee led all players
with 14 digs. Junior Valeria Kovaleva chipped
in with seven kills, eight digs and four blocks,
and senior Dana DeMayo had three service
aces.

Game one was tight early until the Red Storm
pulled away with three points to make it 7-4.
Marquette battled right back to within one
point but did not get any closer the rest of the
game. St. John's high-powered offense, led by
Blunt's and Brooks' five kills apiece in the
game, was too much for the Golden Eagles as
the Red Storm took game one 30-24.

The Red Storm started game two with four
straight points and maintained a healthy lead
throughout the early stages of the game.
Marquette battled back, however, when
down 17-11, they grabbed nine of the next 11
points and took a 20-19 lead. St. John's used
its first timeout, as the team found itself in an
unfamiliar situation trailing late in the game.
After the breather, the two teams swapped
the next two points, before DeMayo went
back to serve. On one service turn the Red
Storm scored 10 straight points, two of which
were on service aces, and a kill by Kovaleva
from senior Elizabeth Austin ended the game
30-21. The Red Storm went into the locker
room up 2-0 in the match.

After the ten-minute break, Marquette
jumped out to an early 6-2 lead in game
three. St. John's fought back and took the
lead at 8-7 on a ball handling error by the
Golden Eagles. The Red Storm extended its
lead to 15-10 and forced Marquette to use its
first timeout. The Golden Eagles gave St.
John's a scare, coming within one point late in
the game, at 27-26, but the Red Storm was
able to hold on for the win, collecting the
final three points and putting game three
away 30-26. The win gave St. John's its 20th 3-
0 sweep of the season.

For the Golden Eagles, senior Jenn Brown led
the team's offense with 13 kills, while senior
Katie Weidner had a team-high 37 assists.
Senior Kimberly Todd and sophomore Hailey
Viola had both recorded six digs for
Marquette, while freshman Rabbecka Gonyo
registered a match-high five total blocks.

MATCH 30 - Friday, Nov. 9

No. 21 St. John’s 3
Georgetown 1

WASHINGTON,  D.C. - The No. 21 Red Storm
volleyball team defeated Georgetown, 3-1
(30-15, 30-20, 29-31, 30-19), Friday night at
Georgetown's McDonough Gymnasium. The
win was the Red Storm's eighth in a row, and
improved the team's record to 27-3 (12-1 BIG
EAST), while Georgetown fell to 5-24 (1-12
BIG EAST).

Senior Hui Ping Huang fueled the Red Storm
offense with a match-high 21 kills and had an
incredible .621 hitting percentage. Senior
Wioleta Leszczynska recorded the match's
only double-double with a match-high 67
assists as well as 11 digs. Seniors Latoya Blunt
and Dana DeMayo had 16 kills apiece, while
junior Lena Yee registered a match-high 15
digs.

In game one, the Red Storm had a .469 hitting
percentage while completely shutting down
the Hoya offense, which hit .000. It was close
until 5-5, but St. John's pulled away, riding a
10-2 run to force Georgetown to use its first
timeout at 15-7. The Hoyas could not come
back, as the Red Storm went on to win, 30-15.

Game two was tight through 10-10, when
DeMayo slammed down a kill to give the Red
Storm a lead they wouldn't lose. St. John's
quickly jumped out to a 22-16 lead and
Georgetown used its first timeout. The Hoyas
grabbed the next two points, but two kills by
Huang and a Georgetown attack error put the
Red Storm up 26-18. DeMayo ended game
two, 30-20, with a kill as St. John's went into
the locker room up two games to none.

After the ten minute break, the Hoyas played
a little role reversal, making the Red Storm
play from behind as Georgetown quickly
jumped out to a 16-9 lead. St. John's did fight
back and had the match within one point at
29-28, but three straight points gave
Georgetown the game, as they won 31-29,
making the match 2-1.

The Red Storm got the momentum back in its
side of the court and jumped out to a 7-2 lead
early in game four. The Hoyas came within
two points four times, the last time being at
13-11, but St. John's scored the next four
points, forcing Georgetown to use its first
timeout. The Red Storm put it away with a
service ace by junior Casie Brooks, as they won
game four 30-19, and the match 3-1.

For the Hoyas, sophomore Kortney Robinson
led the team with 12 kills and nine digs, while
junior Caitlin Boland had 38 assists. Junior

Katherine Niesen chipped in with four total
blocks.

MATCH 31 - Sunday, Nov. 11

No. 21 St. John’s 3
USF 1

TAMPA,  FLA. - The No. 21 St. John's volleyball
team defeated the University of South Florida
Bulls, 3-1 (30-23, 30-16, 28-30, 30-26), Sunday
afternoon. The Red Storm ends the regular
season with a 28-3 overall record (13-1 BIG
EAST), while the Bulls dropped to 17-9 (8-6
BIG EAST).

Senior Latoya Blunt led all players with 18
kills, while seniors Dana DeMayo and Hui Ping
Huang chipped in with 15 kills apiece. Senior
Wioleta Leszczynska had a match-high 56
assists. Junior Valeria Kovaleva recorded a
double-double with 15 digs and 13 kills, while
fellow classmate Lena Yee recorded 20 digs,
the match-high.

In game one, the Red Storm grabbed the first
four points. The Bulls called their first timeout
at 10-5. St. John's built up a 16-8 lead, but USF
fought right back to within three points, at
17-14, but could not get any closer as they
used their second and final timeout of the
game trailing 21-15. On game point for the
Red Storm, 29-19, the Bulls put together four
straight points, but Kovaleva ended game
one, 30-23, with a kill

St. John's quickly built up a commanding lead
in game two, as the Bulls could not stop the
Red Storm's high-powered offense. The Red
Storm hit .500 during the second game and
kept USF to a .148 mark. A kill by Kovaleva
ended game two, 30-16. St. John's went into
the locker room up 2-0 in the match.

The first four points were back-and-forth for
the two teams to start game three, but the
Red Storm grabbed the next five to make it 7-
2. USF got to within one point at 18-17, forc-
ing St. John's to use a timeout. The Bulls got
the next two points after the break to take a
19-18 lead, but Blunt slammed down a kill to
tie it up again. USF took a two-point lead, at
26-24, but the Red Storm answered right back
to tie it. The next three points went to the
Bulls, as they had game point at 29-26. St.
John's grabbed two more points, but a service
error ended game three, 30-28.

Game four was tight in the beginning,
through 9-9, but the Bulls pulled away with
three points to make it 12-9, forcing St. John's
to use its first timeout. After the breather, the
Red Storm tied it right back up and took the
lead on a USF attack error. The Bulls took the
lead again, but St. John's got the equalizer on
a kill by Blunt. On the next play, Blunt and
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Leszczynska combined for a big block, to
make it 19-18. In a very exciting ending, the
Bulls would not give up, coming within two
points at 28-26, but a USF ball handling error
and a Blunt and Leszczynska hooked up again
for a block that ended game four 30-26, and
St. John's won the match 3-1.

For the Bulls, sophomore Marcela Gurgel led
the team with 17 kills, while senior Kristina
Fabris registered 16 kills herself. Freshman
Mariana Thon had 46 assists and junior
Stephanie Augustavo had a team-high 15
digs.

MATCH 32 - Friday, Nov. 16
BIG EAST Championship 
Quarterfinals
No. 20 St. John’s 3
Connecticut 0

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. - The No. 20 St. John's vol-
leyball team defeated the UConn Huskies, 3-0,
Friday to advance to the semifinals of the BIG
EAST Tournament. The scores of the match
were 30-27, 30-16, and 30-15. With the win,
the Red Storm improved to 29-3 overall (13-1
BIG EAST) while the Huskies fell to 18-11 (8-6
BIG EAST).

The Red Storm was led by senior Hui Ping
Huang, who had a match-high 14 kills, while
fellow classmate Latoya Blunt chipped in with
12 kills and a match-high .526 hitting percent-
age. Junior Lena Yee led all players with 19
digs, and senior Wioleta Leszczynska directed
the St. John's offense with a match-high 43
assists. Senior Dana DeMayo and juniors
Valeria Kovaleva and Casie Brooks each con-
tributed to the Red Storm offense with 8, 7,
and 6 kills respectively.

The two teams swapped leads early in game
one, then St. John's went ahead by two at 6-
4. The Huskies stayed in it, however, and tied
the score twice before taking the lead at 13-
12. After a UConn service ace on the next play,
the Red Storm used its first timeout. The
Huskies extended their lead to 21-16, but
DeMayo slammed down two kills then had a
big block to bring St. John's to within three.
Down 24-21, two kills by Blunt and one by
Kovaleva tied the game at 24-24. The Red
Storm took the lead at 26-25 on a UConn lift
violation. After Blunt smashed another kill to
make it 28-27, the Huskies burnt their final
timeout.  After the breather, an ace by
Leszczynska gave St. John's game point and
on the next play, Huang ended the game, 30-
27, with a kill in the middle. Huang and Blunt
recorded a game-high six kills apiece.

St. John's found its groove in game two,
jumping out to a 5-1 lead early, forcing UConn
to use its first time out. The Red Storm then
exploded to a 12-3 lead. The Huskies fought

to within six points at 15-9, but would not get
any closer. St. John's great defensive efforts
kept the Huskies to a -.105 hitting percentage.
An ace by Leszczynska ended game two, 30-
16, and the Red Storm went into the locker
room up 2-0 in the match.

Game three was back and forth through 7-7
when the Red Storm grabbed six of the next
seven points and forced UConn to burn their
first timeout at 13-8. St. John's extended its
lead to 17-10, and the Huskies took the next
three points to make it 17-13, and the Red
Storm used its first timeout. After the quick
break, St. John's already had a commanding
23-15 lead before scoring the final seven
points of the game in a row. A kill by sopho-
more Alanna Rutan ended the game, 30-15,
giving the Red Storm the match 3-0.

For the Huskies, senior Sade Chambers had a
team-high 10 kills, while sophomore Bridget
Denson-Dorman had 29 assists. Sophomore
Jessica Isaac led UConn with 16 digs, and five
players had the team-high two blocks apiece.

MATCH 33 - Saturday, Nov. 17
BIG EAST Championship Semifinals
No. 20 St. John’s 3
USF 1

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. - After dropping the first
game, the No. 20 Red Storm volleyball team
defeated the USF Bulls 3-1 (29-31, 30-17, 30-
27, 30-21) in a total team effort Saturday in
the BIG EAST Championship semifinals. With
the win, the Red Storm advances to the pro-
gram's first BIG EAST Championship Final
match. St. John's improved to 30-3 on the sea-
son, while the Bulls fell to 18-10.

Senior All-BIG EAST first team selection
Wioleta Leszczynska dished out a career-high
70 assists in the match, and five players scored
in double-digit kills, led by BIG EAST Player of
the Year Hui Ping Huang, who contributed 20
kills. Another senior All-BIG EAST first team
selection, Latoya Blunt was right behind
Huang with 19 kills. Senior Dana DeMayo and
junior Valeria Kovaleva each recorded double-
doubles for the Red Storm, as DeMayo regis-
tered 16 kills and 10 digs, while Kovaleva
chipped in 13 kills and 13 digs. Junior BIG
EAST Libero of the Year Lena Yee and fellow
classmate Casie Brooks were also key to the St.
John's victory as Yee led all players with 21
digs and Brooks had 11 kills and 8 digs.

The Bulls pulled out to an early 6-3 lead in
game one, but the Red Storm charged back to
take a 7-6 lead on a service ace by Kovaleva.
The leads were back and forth and a block by
Leszczynska put the Red Storm up 15-14 and
St. John's pulled out to a three point lead, 18-
15, on two kills by Blunt and a block by
Huang. USF hung in it, though, and tied it at

19-19, then again three more times after the
Red Storm took leads, as this game was so
tight. USF used the first timeout of the game
at 26-25, and tied it on the next play. USF took
the lead late at 28-27, and St. John's burnt its
first timeout. The Red Storm grabbed the next
two points for game point, but a service error
and an attack error put USF at game point 30-
29, so the St. John's used its second and final
timeout. On the next play after the breather,
the Bulls won the game, 31-29 on an attack
error.

Blunt started things with a kill in game two,
and St. John's busted out to 9-4 lead, forcing
the Bulls to use their first timeout. The Red
Storm grew its lead to a comfortable 11 points
at 16-5, and left the first game loss behind
them, and cruised to a 30-17 win. The Red
Storm hit an impressive .577 in the second
game, and was led by Huang who contributed
six kills in the game. The two teams went into
the locker rooms tied a game apiece.

After the ten minute break, game three start-
ed as another tight one, as neither team
established a two-point lead through 12-12,
when the Red Storm went up by two, 14-12.
The Bulls answered right back to tie it, but St.
John's pulled out with three more points to
make it 17-14. USF wouldn't back down,
though, and tied it back up at 18-18, and St.
John's took a timeout. After the breather, the
Bulls went up by two, but St. John's came back
and grabbed the next three points to take a
21-20 lead. A kill by Huang put the Red Storm
back up at 25-24, and South Florida used its
first timeout. St. John's pulled ahead to 27-25
on a kill by DeMayo and the Red Storm would
stay ahead, as the got to game point on a USF
attack error. Blunt slammed the ball down
hard to end game three, 30-27, and the Red
Storm went up 2-1 in the match.

St. John's went up 3-1 early in game four, but
the Bulls took the lead with three straight
points. Brooks tied it up and Kovaleva put the
Red Storm back up 5-4. The game remained
very closely contended until 11-11, but the
Red Storm broke off to take a 14-11 lead on a
kill by Blunt, forcing USF to take a timeout. St.
John's maintained a comfortable lead and
went up 21-15 on a kill by . Blunt had a
behind the back kill on the next play to make
it 22-15, and St. John's continued to pull away,
as Huang had a service ace on the next play.
With the Red Storm one point away from its
first trip to the BIG EAST Championship Final,
a kill by Kovaleva ended game four, as St.
John's won 30-21, taking the match 3-1.

For the Bulls, senior Kristina Fabris had a
match-high 22 kills, and freshman Mariana
Thon led the team with 32 assists. Nakia
Williams led all players with four blocks, while
Stephanie Augustavo had a team-high 17
digs.
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MATCH 34 - Sunday, Nov. 18
BIG EAST Championship Finals
No. 20 St. John’s 3
No. 21 Louisville 0

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. - The No. 20 St. John's Red
Storm volleyball team is the 2007 BIG EAST
Champions, after defeating the Louisville
Cardinals, 3-0 (30-24, 30-14, 30-26) in the tour-
nament's championship match, Sunday after-
noon. The Red Storm earns its first champi-
onship in program history. With the win, the
Red Storm improves to 31-3 overall on the
season, while the Cardinals dropped to 22-6.

"I'm very proud of the way our team per-
formed to beat a talented and powerful
Louisville volleyball team to win our first ever
BIG EAST Tournament Championship," said
head coach Joanne Persico-Smith. "It was a
true team effort. We dedicate this champi-
onship to all our past players, our fans, family,
and friends who have supported us along this
incredible journey."

It was another all-team effort for the Red
Storm, as senior Wioleta Leszczynska, who
was named the BIG EAST Championship MVP,
dished out 54 assists and finished the week-
end with 166 assists, while senior All-
Tournament team member Hui Ping Huang
and junior Valeria Kovaleva tied the match-
high 18 kills, and Kovaleva recorded her sec-
ond double-double in as many days as she also
had 14 digs. Senior Dana DeMayo also had her
second double-double in a row, as she regis-
tered 11 kills and 16 digs. Junior Lena Yee
threw herself around for a match-high 21
digs. Senior Latoya Blunt had 11 kills and a
team high three blocks, and junior Casie
Brooks contributed with nine digs and four
kills.

Game one started with the Red Storm jump-
ing out to a 3-1 lead, but the Cardinals
answered right back to tie it up. St. John's
jumped back up by the score of 10-4 on a big
block by Huang followed by two straight kills
by the BIG EAST Player of the Year, and the
top-ranked Cardinals called their first time-
out. The Red Storm built their lead to eight at
15-7 before the match's first television time-
out. After the Cardinals cut the lead to five at
17-12 on three straight blocks, St. John's used
its first timeout. Looking to sideout, on the
next play Huang slammed down a kill to get
the ball back. St. John's was the first to hit 20,
when Huang registered her fifth kill of the
game to give the Red Storm a 20-13 lead. The
Red Storm got to game point at 29-22 on a
Cardinal attack error, but couldn't put it away
immediately, as Louisville picked up two
straight points, and St. John's used its final
timeout. After the quick breather, DeMayo
ended game one, 30-24, with a kill. DeMayo
had a game-high 10 digs in the first game.

The Red Storm had complete domination in

the start of game two, as the team started on
a 5-0 run with two kills by DeMayo and a kill
apiece for Blunt, Leszczynska and Brooks, and
Louisville called its first timeout. After the
breather, DeMayo added another kill to
increase the lead. St. John's pulled away to a
14-1 lead before the Cards grabbed three
straight points. A kill by Kovaleva put the Red
Storm up 15-4 into the official timeout. The
Red Storm completely dominated game two,
keeping Louisville to a -.045 hitting percent-
age. A kill by Huang ended the game, 30-14,
and St. John's brought a 2-0 match lead into
the locker room.

With the program's first BIG EAST
Championship one game away, the Red Storm
came out from the ten minute break ready.
The team jumped out to a 6-3 lead but the
Cards fought to within one. St. John's had
another three point lead at 9-6 and again
Louisville answered back, this time tying it on
two straight kills by senior Svetlana Dukule,
and the Red Storm burnt its first timeout.
Each time St. John's went up by one, the Cards
tied it, before taking the lead at 12-11. The
Red Storm grabbed four of the next five
points however, and went into the official
timeout up 15-13. Coming back, the Cardinals
took the next three points to take a 16-15
lead. The game remained tight and St. John's
hit the 20 mark up by one, 20-19. Louisville
called a timeout down 24-22, but two straight
kills by Kovaleva increased the lead to four,
and Louisville used their second and final
timeout. Kovaleva had another kill right after
the break, and the Red Storm was three
points away. On match point at 29-24,
Louisville extended it with a kill and a Red
Storm attack error. The championship was
sealed with a kill by DeMayo, St. John's won
game three 30-26. 

For the Cardinals, Tatyana Kolesnikova led the
team with 11 kills, while Elena Pilnikova had a
team-high 17 assists. Lecia Brown had a
match-high eight total blocks, while Lindsay
Mango had 17 digs.

MATCH 35 - Friday, Nov. 30
NCAA First Round
Long Island 0
No. 18 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  -  The Red Storm volleyball team
won its NCAA Tournament opener Friday
night in front of a record crowd of 1,241 at
Carnesecca Arena, defeating the LIU
Blackbirds 3-0 (30-25, 30-25, 30-16). With the
win, St. John's improves to 32-3 overall, and
LIU ends the season at 23-14. 

The Red Storm was led by senior Hui Ping
Huang, who recorded match-high's with 16
kills, a .556 hitting percentage and eight total
blocks. Senior Wioleta Leszczynska finished
with the match's only double-double, as she
dished out 41 assists and pulled in 10 digs,

while junior Lena Yee led the team with 12
digs. 

Game one was close early as the Red Storm
never built a lead greater than thee points.
With a 20-19 lead, St. John's pulled away by
grabbing six of the next eight points, to
extend the lead to 27-21. A kill by senior
LaToya Blunt ended game one, 30-25. Junior
Casie Brooks tied the game-high with five kills
and the team recorded four big blocks. 

The Red Storm struggled early in game two,
falling behind 10-3 at one point. There was no
quit in the girls, however, and they overcame
the deficit to tie the game at 17-17, and
forced Long Island to take a timeout. After
the breather, St. John's took its first lead of
the game. Tied at 23-23, the Red Storm ran
out a 7-2 run to take the game, 30-25. Huang
led all players with 10 kills in game two. 

The third game saw St. John's come to form,
as the team came out of the locker room with
a commanding 2-0 match lead. With the score
close at 12-10, Yee went back to serve and and
the Red Storm picked up five straight points
on her service turn to give St. John's a com-
fortable 17-10 lead. St. John's extended the
lead to 11 points by picking up seven consec-
utive points, going up 26-15. A kill by senior
Elizabeth Austin put the Red Storm into the
second round, winning game three 30-16, and
the match 3-0.

For the Blackbirds, sophomore Svetlana Semic
led all players with 20 digs, while senior
Shelby Heggie had a team-high 14 kills and
four blocks. Senior Lindsey Patty led the team
with 33 assists. 

MATCH 36 - Saturday, Dec. 1
NCAA Second Round
Delaware 1
No. 18 St. John’s 3

QUEENS,  N.Y.  -  The 12th-seeded St. John's vol-
leyball team is headed to Gainesville, Fla. for
the program's first ever Sweet Sixteen after
rallying to defeat the Delaware Fightin' Blue
Hens 3-1 (23-30, 30-28, 31-29, 30-23) Friday
night at Carnesecca Arena. In front of a great
crowd of 924 fans, the Red Storm had to play
catch-up practically all night, but pulled it out
in the end for the victory. With the win, St.
John's improves to 33-3 overall on the season,
while Delaware ends the season at 31-5. 

Two players registered 20+ kills for St. John's,
as Hui Ping Huang led all players with 24 kills
and Latoya Blunt tallied her season-high 20
kills. Huang also had a team-best .500 hitting
percentage to go along with 9 digs, while
Blunt put up a match-high 7 total blocks.
Junior Lena Yee also registered a season-high
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30 digs. Senior Dana DeMayo recorded a dou-
ble-double with 10 kills and 16 digs, and fel-
low classmate Wioleta Leszczynska dished out
match-high 58 assists, along with 9 digs and 5
total blocks. Juniors Casie Brooks and Valeria
Kovaleva had solid performances for St. John's
as Brooks had 9 kills, 10 digs and 3 total
blocks, while Kovaleva had 8 kills, 13 digs and
two blocks. 

The Red Storm dropped game one, 30-23, as
the Blue Hens came out with a balanced
attack and were led by Katie Dennehy and
Michelle LaLonde who had six kills apiece. St.
John's just could not get it going in the first
game, as they hit .000.

St. John's had a great rally to overcome an 18-
10 deficit to win game two. The Red Storm
eventually tied the score at 24-24, thanks in
large part to the play of Blunt, who picked up
6 kills in the game. Tied at 24-24, St. John's
took a two-point lead on a service ace by
DeMayo and a Delaware attack error, and
forced the Blue Hens to use a timeout. After
the quick breather, the St. John's sealed it
with a kill by Blunt, 30-28. The two teams
went into the locker room tied 1-1. 

The game after the 10-minute break was the
closest game of the night. The score was tied
17 times during game three, and the Red
Storm came out on top in extra points, 31-29.
St. John's had to play catch-up late in the
game, as the team was behind 27-25. Three
straight points gave St. John's the lead, then
the points went back and forth, before two
kills by Kovaleva and Blunt ended the game.
Yee countered the Delaware attack with 11
digs in game three. 

The Red Storm pulled ahead early in game
four, using a 7-3 run to force the Blue Hens
into their first timeout. From there the lead
switched a number of times until 18-18. Yee
went back to serve and on one service turn St.
John's extended the lead to 23-18. After hold-
ing off a minor Blue Hens comeback, the Red
Storm took the game 30-23 after a service ace
by Huang. St. John's took the match 3-1 

For the Fightin' Blue Hens, freshman Katie
Dennehy led the team with 22 kills and a .512
hitting percentage. Senior Megan Welch fin-
ished right behind Leszczynska with 57 assists,
while sophomore Stephanie Barry and junior
Kelly Gibson finished with 27 and 26 digs,
respectively. Sophomore Michelle LaLonde
turned in a solid performance with 19 kills. 
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