2003 NCAA Volleyball Regional Finals
Florida vs. Penn State

Saturday, Dec. I3, 2003
Post Match Notes

Results

Game one: UF 30, PSU 21
Game two: UF 30, PSU 24
Game three: UF 30, PSU 16

Match Notes

Attendance was 3,175. That is the highest attendance in an NCAA tournament match held at Florida. Prior to
this weekend the high was 3,118 vs. Hawaii in the quarterfinals on Dec. 11, 1998.

The East Region All-Tournament team as voted on by media at the tournament consisted of Gabby Guere,
Kansas State; Erin Iceman, Penn State; Lauren Moscovic, Sherri Williams and Jane Collymore of Florida. The
Tournament MVP was Aury Cruz of Florida.

Florida advances to the Final Four for the seventh time under head coach Mary Wise. Florida has never
advanced to the Final Four winning the Regional Final 3-0.

Florida has never reached the Final Four winning every game in the NCAA Tournament 3-0.

Florida now has won 103 consecutive games, a NCAA record...The last game UF lost was Aug. 23, 2003 vs.
No.15 Kansas State, losing game three 29-31.

UF won its 34™ consecutive match and has not lost since Aug. 22, 2003 when they were defeated by defending
national champion USC, 3-0.

Florida went on a 6-0 run in game one to take a 17-8 lead, led by seniors Aury Cruz and Jacque Robinson. Cruz
had an ace and two kills while Robinson had two kills, including the kill that started the run.

Penn State did not allow the Gators larger than a 3-0 run in game two.

Florida finished the match on an 8-0 run to win the game 30-16.

Penn State scored first in the first two games.

Individual Notes

Florida’s Jane Collymore and Aury Cruz each had double-doubles in kills and digs by the end of game two.
Cruz finished 14 kills and 21 assists. Collymore had 15 kills and 16 digs.

Florida’s Collymore led the match with 15 kills.

Florida’s Cruz led the match with 21 digs.

Florida’s Sherri Williams led the match with 9 blocks.

Florida’s Jacque Robinson led the match hitting .458 (11-0-24).

Penn State’s Erin Iceman, who was named to the all-tournament team combined for 24 kills and 13 digs in two
games.
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POSTGAME QUOTES

Florida Head Coach Mary Wise

"l think that the key to our winning today was what we did on the defensive side, both blocking
and digging. | think we went toe-to-toe with one of the best defensive teams that has ever played
here in the O'Connell Center. If you are a volleyball fan, you were treated to some awesome
rallies. Our ability to keep balls in play and block at the net was what really made the difference in
the game. Our team's response to playing that good of a team was in their ability to rise to the
challenge and go toe-to-toe with a very well-coached and talented team. They gave us match-up
problems, the likes of which we have not seen all season."

"Going into this weekend, ours was the only region that had four teams with over 30 wins each
and there are only seven teams with 30 wins in the country, four of which are here. Ours was the
only region that had four conference champions, so there was nothing easy about this regional.
Our ability to win 3-0 speaks volumes about how well we play as a team. And this team, again, is
rising to the challenge, working hard everyday and not taking a play off. That's the key to not
dropping a game. They haven't taken a play off all season."

"l think we are so much better defensively and that all started after the USC game a year ago. We
blocked with USC, we got kills with USC, we got serves with USC, we just couldn't go from
defense to offense. | think tonight is a display of just how much better Florida volleyball has
gotten."

Florida Outside Hitter Aury Cruz

"In my opinion, last year it was that we were very excited to reach the Final Four because it was
the first time for everyone on the team. This year, it's more emotion. This last game we knew it
was going to be hard and that it was going to take effort to win. Now we are going to take the next
two days to prepare for Dallas. We are just setting that emotion aside for now so that we can get
ready."

Florida Setter Lauren Moscovic

"l think she's [Benavia Jenkins] great support for all of us. She's always talking to both middle
blockers every time they come out, helping them out. She has tremendous knowledge of the
game because she has played forever. She's just always been there. She's still involved and that
means a lot to us. It could have been easy for her not to be involved because an injury is a
significant thing, but she stayed involved and that means a lot."

Florida Outside Hitter Jane Collymore

"l think that physically as well as emotionally Benavia Jenkins is an irreplaceable player. For one,
emotionally, she's always smiling, always happy and always cracking jokes. She brings the
lightheartedness to the team and we love her for that. On the court, she's one of the best middle
blockers in the country."

Penn State Head Coach Russ Rose

"l think it was a match in which you saw one team that was hungry offensively (Florida) and the
other not so much. | told our kids that we got beat at all skills. They (Florida) are overcoming a
loss of a key player and doing so very well. (Aury) Cruz has the ability to take over a match at



any point. | thought (Jacque) Robinson played well tonight. We got our clocks cleaned by a team
that played terrific."

"They're big at the net and passed the ball well tonight. We had a window in the second game
but we made some errors. You can't do that and hope to compete at a high level. We looked
sluggish and tired but | think Florida makes a lot of teams look like that. They have won 103
games in a row, | don't think we will be the last. | wish them well in the Final Four in pursuit of that
elusive national championship. Mary, her staff, and the administration are really dedicated to
volleyball so | wish them the best."

Penn State Middle Hitter Cara Smith
"Our offense was just not executing very well and our passing was not very good. I'm very proud
of this team. It was a collective effort all season."

Penn State Opposite Hitter Erin Iceman
"They are very physical. It is hard to gain momentum when you don't put the ball on the floor."



	florida notes ncaa regional finals.pdf
	Results
	Match Notes
	Individual Notes


