
Florida Track and Field Tradition

Former Gator thrower Kristin Heaston, who participated in the 
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, China, is one of 31 current or 
former Florida track and field athletes who have participated in 
the Olympics. 



Year - by - year
MEN’S YEAR-BY-YEAR
		  Indoor 	 Outdoor 
Year 	 Coach 	 SEC/NCAA 	 SEC//Regional^//NCAA
1923 	 J.H. Atkinson 	 -/-	 -/-
1924 	 J.L. White, Jr. 	 -/-	 -/-
1925 	 Tom Sebring 	 -/-	 -/-
1926 	 A.C. Brown 	 -/-	 -/-
1927 	 A.C. Brown 	 -/-	 -/-
1928 	 Nash Higgins 	 -/-	 -/-
1929 	 Nash Higgins 	 -/-	 -/-
1930 	 Nash Higgins 	 -/-	 -/-
1931 	 Nash Higgins 	 -/-	 -/-
1932 	 Nash Higgins 	 -/-	 -/-
1933 	 Nash Higgins 	 -/-	 -/-
1934 	 Dutch Stanley 	 -/-	 -/-
1935 	 Dutch Stanley 	 -/-	 10th (5)
1936 	 Dutch Stanley 	 -/-	 11th (3)
1937 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 12th (2)
1938 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/-
1939 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 3rd (28)/T35th (1)
1940 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 6th (15.167)
1941 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 9th (8.3)
1942 	 Percy Beard	 -/-	 -/-
1943 	 NO TEAM	 -/-	 -/-
1944 	 NO TEAM	 -/-	 -/-
1945 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/7th (4)
1946 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/6th (17)
1947 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 6th (15.25)/T36th (1.5)
1948 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/6th (16.5)
1949 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/4th (24.2)
1950 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/6th (22.3)
1951 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 6th (18.5)/9th (15)
1952 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 -/2nd (36.5)
1953 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 1st (47.62)/T17th (8)
1954 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 3rd (47.2)/17th (9)
1955 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 2nd (47)/T11th (13)
1956 	 Percy Beard 	 -/-	 1st (63.5)/T11th (13)
1957 	 Percy Beard 	 10th (2)	 -/3rd (33.6)
1958 	 Percy Beard 	 -/3rd (18)	 -/2nd (31.5)
1959 	 Percy Beard 	 -/@	 -/5th (21.1)
1960 	 Percy Beard 	 -/@	 2nd (53.83)/T35th (3)
1961 	 Percy Beard 	 -/@	 -/T6th (11)
1962 	 Percy Beard 	 -/@	 -/4th (22.5)
1963 	 Percy Beard 	 -/6th (7)	 -/5th (23)
1964 	 Percy Beard 	 -/4th (15)	 -/4th (27)
1965 	 Jimmy Carnes            	 -/3rd (14)	 -/2nd (38.5)
1966 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 -/4th (17)	 4th (28.5)/T49th (1)
1967 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 2nd (29)/T26th (3)	 2nd (57)/T26th (8)
1968 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 -/2nd (28)	 2nd (45.5)/T23rd (8)
1969 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 2nd (56)/T12th (6)	 2nd (53)/T25th (6)
1970 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 2nd (52.5)/T21st (4)	 -/2nd (54)
1971 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 3rd (39)/T20th (5)	 -/3rd (101)
1972 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 3rd (44)/T23rd (4)	 -/4th (74)
1973 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 3rd (44)/T15th (6)	 4th (82)/T25th (8)
1974 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 3rd (43)/T14th (6)	 -/2nd (103)
1975 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 1st (63.5)/T5th (10)	 -/4th (67)
1976 	 Jimmy Carnes 	 1st (60)/T20th (4)	 2nd (116)/T19th (10)
1977 	 Roy Benson 	 4th (32)/T35th (1)	 4th (73)/T16th (10)
1978 	 Roy Benson 	 -/7th (24)	 4th (48.75)/30th (5)
1979 	 Roy Benson 	 5th (34)/T17th (10)	 5th (48)/T35th (4)
1980 	 John Randolph 	 -/5th (39.5)	 -/6th (64)
1981 	 John Randolph 	 -/4th (52)	 2nd (105)/T43rd (2)
1982 	 John Randolph 	 -/4th (59.5)	 T5th (51)/T40th (12)
1983 	 John Randolph 	 -/6th (47)	 3rd (85)/T22nd (20)
1984 	 John Randolph 	 -/6th (37)	 8th (46.5)/29th (17)
1985 	 John Randolph 	 -/8th (36)	 8th (32)/T69th (1)
1986 	 Joe Walker 	 5th (47.5)/T39th (2)	 T7th (20)/T51st (4)
1987 	 Joe Walker 	 1st (131)/T37th (4)	 1st (133)/T18th (15)
1988 	 Joe Walker/ 	 1st (119)/3rd (86)	 2nd (130)/10th (22)
	 John Webb 		
1989 	 John Webb 	 3rd (90)/2nd (31)	 2nd (151)/3rd (39)
1990 	 John Webb 	 3rd (77)/3rd (29)	 3rd (109)/4th (33.5)
1991 	 John Webb 	 4th (69.5)/T15th (10)	 3rd (90)/T19th (14)
1992 	 John Webb 	 2nd (123)/3rd (38)	 4th (109)/T10th (22)
1993 	 John Webb 	 4th (68)/9th (14)	 4th (81)/5th (39)
1994 	 John Webb 	 5th (58.33)/T30th (7)	 6th (58)/T13th (17)
1995 	 John Webb 	 6th (49.5)/T43rd (3)	 7th (49)/18th (14)

		  Indoor 	 Outdoor 
Year 	 Coach 	 SEC/NCAA 	 SEC//Regional^//NCAA
1996 	 Doug Brown 	 7th (48.5)/T31st (8)	 -/8th (30)
1997 	 Doug Brown 	 2nd (101)/34th (6)	 2nd (115)/22nd (13.5)
1998 	 Doug Brown 	 3rd (71)/T7th (18)	 3rd (110)/13th (19)
1999 	 Doug Brown 	 3rd (74)/T7th (22)	 2nd (100.67)/9th (24)
2000 	 Doug Brown 	 3rd (73)/T5th (29)	 5th (91)/4th (50)
2001 	 Doug Brown 	 4th (67)/7th (26)	 2nd (107.5)/28th (9)
2002 	 Doug Brown 	 5th (46.5)/34th (7.5)	 3rd (107)/T4th (32)
2003 	 Mike Holloway 	 2nd (90.5)/T18th (11)	 5th (84)/1st (99)/6th (32)
2004 	 Mike Holloway 	 1st (132)/T2nd (38)	 2nd (120)/1st (125.5)/2nd (49)
2005	 Mike Holloway	 2nd (92)/2nd (46)	 2nd (116)/2nd (94)/2nd (49)
2006	 Mike Holloway	 3rd (100)/9th (20)	 3rd (110)/2nd (64)/T37th (6)
2007	 Mike Holloway	 3rd (93.5)/T51st (3)	 5th (75.5)/2nd (56)/T34th (9)
2008	 Mike Holloway	 4th (79.50)/8th (19)	 4th (80)/2nd (68)/15th (20)

WOMEN’S YEAR-BY-YEAR

@ Florida did not finish in top four	 ( ) Points scored
^ Regional began in 2003	 ! AIAW Championships

		  Indoor 	 Outdoor 
Year 	 Coach 	 SEC/NCAA 	 SEC//Regional^//NCAA
1973 	 Janice Thompson	 -/-	
1974 	 Kate Paulos	 -/-	
1975 	 Kate Paulos 	 -/-	
1976 	 Lacey O’Neal	 -/-	 -/9th!
1977 	 Lacey O’Neal 	 -/-	 -/18th!
1978 	 Deanne Johnson 	 -/-	 -/25th!
1979 	 Deanne Johnson 	 -/-	
1980 	 Carol Thomson 	 -/9th!	
1981 	 Carol Thomson 	 -/33rd!	 6th (43)/34th!
1982 	 Lyle Knudson 	 -	 4th (55)/8th!
1983 	 Lyle Knudson 	 2nd/T38th (1)	 3rd (80)/T17th (24)
1984 	 Lyle Knudson	 4th (59)/T23rd (7)	 4th (60)/10th (40)
1985 	 Lyle Knudson 	 2nd (114)/27th (5)	 3rd (100)/T16th (16)
1986 	 Lyle Knudson 	 4th (66)/T11th (11)	 4th (74)/9th (21)
1987 	 Lyle Knudson 	 T2nd (83)/11th (12)	 3rd (99)/T13th (20)
1988 	 Beverly Kearney 	 5th (53)/T10th (12)	 4th (61)/29th (7)
1989 	 Beverly Kearney 	 4th (78)/T11th (12)	 2nd (129)/T17th (14)
1990 	 Beverly Kearney 	 1st (117)/3rd (20.5)	 2nd (122)/T8th (25)
1991 	 Beverly Kearney 	 2nd (115)/5th (25)	 2nd (138)/6th (30)
1992 	 Beverly Kearney 	 1st (139)/1st (50)	 1st (169)/2nd (81)
1993 	 Tom Jones	 2nd (89)/3rd (34)	 4th (94)/T9th (25)
1994 	 Tom Jones 	 7th (31)/-	 8th (38)/T42nd (4)
1995 	 Tom Jones 	 5th (63)/11th (16)	 4th (87)/T47th (3)
1996 	 Tom Jones 	 4th (73)/T4th (28)	 6th (60)/T12th (21)
1997 	 Tom Jones 	 1st (131)/5th (35)	 1st (140)/6th (29)
1998 	 Tom Jones 	 3rd (85)/6th (24)	 1st (149)/13th (17)
1999 	 Tom Jones 	 2nd (106)/T4th (24)	 2nd (123.5)/T17th (13)
2000 	 Tom Jones 	 2nd (96)/T19th (10)	 4th (86.25)/30th (8)
2001 	 Tom Jones 	 2nd (101)/12th (17)	 2nd (112)/20th (14)
2002 	 Tom Jones 	 1st (147)/3rd (35)	 3rd (133)/6th (29)
2003 	 Tom Jones 	 3rd (105)/T2nd (44)	 1st (159)/1st (105)/4th (36)
2004 	 Tom Jones 	 1st (105.5)/2nd (51)	 5th (79)/1st (85)/5th (29)
2005	 Tom Jones	 4th (74.5)/2nd (36)	 8th (32.16)/4th (47)/10th (22)
2006	 Tom Jones	 8th (45.5)/T39th (5)	 9th (38)/T6th (18)/T37th (6)
2007	 Tom Jones/Steve Lemke	 6th (42)/T21st (9)	 6th (82)/3rd (49)/T46th (5)
2008 	 Mike Holloway 	 4th (90)/T8th (19)    	 2nd (129)/3rd (82)/9th (26)

132



Florida Track and Field Coaching History

In Memoriam
Tom Jones
Women’s Track & Field Head Coach 
(1993 - 07)

After a lengthy and courageous battle with 
cancer, University of Florida head women’s 
track and field coach Tom Jones died on 
March 21, 2007, in Gainesville. He was 62.

Jones oversaw thbe Florida women’s program 
for nearly half of its existence, serving as 
head coach for 15 of the program’s 35 sea-
sons. Hired prior to the 1992 cross country 
campaign, Jones guided 71 athletes to 245 
All-America honors on the track, while his 
teams posted a combined 15 top-10 finishes at the NCAA Indoor and Outdoor Championships. 
Under Jones, UF turned in its highest NCAA finishes of second in 2003, 2004 and 2005 at 
the indoor championships.

Jones led his squads to six Southeastern Conference titles (1997 indoor & outdoor, 1998 
outdoor, 2002 indoor, 2003 outdoor, 2004 indoor), while helping his athletes claim 77 SEC 
individual or relay titles. He was named NCAA Women’s National Indoor Coach of the Year in 
1997 and 2002, and the NCAA Outdoor Coach of the Year in 1997. 

TOM JONES

Men’s Coaching History
1923	 J.L. Atkinson
1924	 J.L. White, Jr.
1925	 Tom Sebring
1926-28	 A.C. Brown
1928-33	 Nash Higgins
1934-36	 Dutch Stanley
1937-64	 Percy Beard
1965-76	 Jimmy Carnes
1977-79	 Roy Benson
1980-85	 John Randolph
1986-88	 Joe Walker
1988-95	 John Webb
1996-2002	Doug Brown
2003-Pres.	 Mike Holloway

Women’s Coaching History
1973	 Janice Thompson
1974-75	 Kate Paulos
1976-77	 Lacey O’Neal
1978-79	 Deanne Johnson
1980-81	 Carol Thompson
1982-87	 Lyle Knudson
1988-92	 Beverly Kearney
1993-07	 Tom Jones
2007	 Steve Lemke
2008-Pres.	 Mike Holloway

Percy Beard (right), for whom the track is named, was the head track and field 
coach at Florida from 1937-64. 

Florida alum Mike Holloway was named head coach of the Gators’ first-ever 
combined track and field program on June 19, 2007.
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Gator Track and Field On the Gridiron

John Capel
-Two-time Olympian in track and field (2000, 2004)
-Seventh-round NFL Draft Pick in 2001 by Chicago Bears.
-Named Florida’s Most Valuable Track Athlete for 1999 season
-School record holder in both the indoor and outdoor 200m. 

-The first leg of Florida’s school-record holding 4x100-meter relay team (38.35) that claimed the 
2000 NCAA Indoor Championship.
-Ranks in the school’s all-time top 10 in both the indoor and outdoor 100m.
-A first-team Associated Press All-SEC choice in 1999 as an all-purpose runner.
-Averaged 11.29 yards every time he has touched the ball in his Gator football career.

Florida has enjoyed a rich tradition of success with its two-sport athletes who compete in both 
track and field and in football. Over the past 20 years, Florida has had seven track and field athletes 
selected in the first four rounds of the NFL draft. 	

In 2008, football Gators Wondy Pierre-Louis, Louis Murphy, Chris Rainey and Deonte Thompson 
all participated on the track and field squads, with Rainey earning All-America honors. 

Daymon “Bo” Carroll

Former Two-Sport Athletes Succeeding in 
Professional Football 

Reidel Anthony - 1997 First-Round NFL Draft Pick  (Tampa Bay)
Andre Caldwell - 2008 Third-Round NFL Draft Pick (Cincinnati)
John Capel - 2001 Seventh-Round NFL Draft Pick (Chicago)
Jacquez Green - 1998 Second-Round NFL Draft Pick (Tampa Bay)
Ike Hilliard - 1997 First-Round NFL Draft Pick (New York Giants)
Taylor Jacobs - 2003 Second-Round NFL Draft Pick (Washington)
Marquand Manuel - 2003 Seventh-Round NFL Draft Pick (Cincinnati)
Louis Oliver - 1989 First-Round NFL Draft Pick (Miami)
Stacey Simmons - 1990 Fourth-Round NFL Draft Pick (Indianapolis)
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ncaa compliance

Remember, Ask Before You Act

Prospective Student-Athlete

You are a “prospective student-athlete” when you start ninth-grade 
classes. Before the ninth grade, you become a prospective student-athlete 
if a college gives you (or your relatives or friends) any financial aid or 
other benefits that the college does not provide to prospective students 
generally.

You become a “recruited prospective student-athlete” at a particular 
college if any coach or representative of the college’s athletics interest 
(booster or representative) approaches you (or any member of your fam-
ily) about enrolling and participating in athletics at that college. Activities 
by coaches or boosters that cause you to become a recruited prospective 
student-athlete are:

• �providing you with an official visit;
• �visiting you or any other member of your family anywhere other 

than the college campus;
• �placing more than one telephone call to you or any other member 

of your family; or
• �signing a National Letter of Intent or a University of Florida written 

offer of athletically-related financial aid.

Academics

It is extremely important for you to give maximum academic effort 
as you conclude your high school attendance. To practice or play during 
your freshman year, you must meet the provisions of NCAA Bylaw 14.3, 
which include: (a) graduating 
from high school, (b) achieving 
a minimum cumulative grade 
point average in 16 core 
courses, and achieving a cor-
responding minimum combined 
score on the SAT, or a minimum 
sum total score on the ACT 
as determined by the NCAA 
Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse. 
The NCAA Clearinghouse must 
certify all incoming freshman 
student-athletes. Therefore, you must register with the clearinghouse as 
soon as possible.

For online web access, contact: 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net

Inducements

All institutional staff members and boosters are prohibited from offer-
ing or providing any financial aid or other benefits to you or your relatives 
or friends, other than those expressly permitted by NCAA regulations. 
Specifically prohibited inducements include:

• �providing cash or loans in any amount, or signing or co-signing 
for a loan

• �providing gifts of any kind, including clothing or equipment
• �providing special discounts for goods or services
• �providing free or reduced housing/rent
Should you have any questions regarding NCAA rules and regulations, 

please feel free to contact the University of Florida Athletic Association 
Compliance Office at (352) 375-4683, extension 6022.
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2009 Florida Track and Field Schedule
INDOOR

Jan. 16-17	 Kentucky Invitational	 Lexington, Ky.
Jan. 24	 Tom Jones Memorial Invitational	 Gainesville, Fla.
Jan. 30-31	 SEC/Big 12 Challenge	 College Station, Texas
Feb. 13-14	 Iowa State Classic	 Ames, Iowa
Feb. 13-14	 Tyson Invitational	 Fayetteville, Ark.
Feb. 26-March 1	 SEC Indoor Championships	 Lexington, Ky.
March 6	 Arkansas Last Chance Meet	 Fayetteville, Ark.
March 6-7	 Notre Dame Last Chance Meet	 South Bend, Ind.
March 7	 Iowa State Qualifer	 Ames, Iowa
March 13-14	 NCAA Indoor Championships	 College Station, Texas

OUTDOOR

March 21	 UCF Black and Gold Challenge (W)	 Orlando, Fla.
March 27-28	 Florida State Relays	 Tallahassee, Fla.
March 28	 UCF Invitational	 Orlando, Fla.
April 3-4	 Pepsi Florida Relays	 Gainesville, Fla.
April 15-16	 Azusa Pacific Multis	 Azusa, Calif.
April 18	 Auburn Invitational	 Auburn, Ala.
April 23-25	 Penn Relays	 Philadelphia, Pa.
May 8-9	 Seminole Twilight Invitational	 Tallahassee, Fla.
May 14-17	 SEC Outdoor Championships	 Gainesville, Fla.
May 29-30	 NCAA East Regional	 Greensboro, N.C.
June 10-13	 NCAA Outdoor Championships	 Fayetteville, Ark.
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