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2007-08 SCHEDULE/RESULTS
Date Tournament Location/Result
FALL 2007
9/10-11 Inverness Invitational 3rd of 16
 Inverness Country Club 869 (+17)

9/14-16 Carpet Capital Collegiate 12th of 18
 The Farm 893 (+29)

9/22-23 Preview Invitational 8th of 15
 Kampen Course 889 (+25)

10/8-9 Jerry Pate National  5th of 12
 Old Overton Club 831 (-21)

10/28-30 Callaway Golf Collegiate Match 3rd of 16
 Reynolds Plantation 3-1
SPRING 2008
2/9-10 SunTrust Gator Invitational 1st of 14
 Mark Bostick Golf Course 820 (-20)

2/17-19 John Hayt Invitational  T-5th of 15 
 Sawgrass Country Club 889 (+25)

3/7-9 Southern Highlands Collegiate 8th of 15
 Southern Highlands GC  894 (+30)

3/14-16 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational 2nd of 18
 Forest Heights Country Club 856 (-8) 

3/23-25 Hootie at Bulls Bay Charleston, S.C.
 Bulls Bay Golf Course

4/6 vs. Florida State (36 holes)  1st of 2
 Glen Arven Golf Club  546 (-30)
 
4/20-22 SEC Championship St. Simons Island, Ga.
 Frederica Golf Club 

5/17-19 NCAA Regionals TBD

5/30-6/2 NCAA Championships West Lafayette, Ind.
 Purdue Golf Course 

FLORIDA MEN’S GOLF QUICK FACTS
Head Coach: Buddy Alexander (Georgia Southern ‘75)

Assistant Coach: ..........................Brad Stracke (UAB ‘93)

2007 NCAA Finish: .................................................. T-9th

2007 NCAA East Regional Finish: ......................... T-1st

2007 SEC Finish: ......................................................... 5th

Home Course: ................Mark Bostick Golf Course at UF

Length: ........................................................... 6,701 yards

Par: ...................................................................................70

Head Pro: .................................................. Scott Hampton

Southeastern Conference Championship 
Friday-Sunday, April 18-20, 2008

Frederica Golf Club
  St. Simons Island, Ga.

Par 72/7,331 Yards

No. 7 Florida Seeks 15th SEC Title, First Since 2003
   The No. 7/8 University of Florida men’s golf team begins 
postseason play at the Southeastern Conference Championship, 
April 18-20, at the Frederica Golf Club in St. Simons Island, Ga. The 
Gators are seeking their 15th league title and first since 2003. 
 The par-72 Frederica Golf Club is playing host to the event 
for the first time. The 7,331-yard layout is the third longest course 
Florida has played on this season. The Seaside Course at the Sea 
Island Resort has served as host to the league the previous seven 
seasons. The three-day, 54-hole event will have live scoring available 
at www.Golfstat.com. 
 The Gators enter postseason play with momentum. UF posted 
a come-from-behind win in a 36-hole match against No. 10 Florida 
State on April 6 at the Glen Arven Country Club in Thomasville, Ga. 
The Gators 30-under total of 546 bested the Seminoles by three 
shots. 
 Florida returns four of its five players from last year’s SEC 
Championship lineup. Senior Tyler Brown, junior Billy Horschel, 
sophomore Tyson Alexander and junior Toby Ragland played at 
last year’s event and have penciled into the rotation this weekend. 
Senior Manuel Villegas will be making his first appearance at the 
conference championship.

Notables
• Florida is ranked seventh in the latest Golfweek/Sagarin 
Performance Index released on April 13. The Gators are eighth in 
the Nike/Golf World Coaches poll and ninth in the Golfstat Men’s 
Head-to-Head Standings. 
• The Gators’ 14 SEC titles are the third-highest total in the league. 
UF trails only Georgia (26) and LSU (15). 
• Three UF players are ranked in the SEC’s top five in scoring 
average, including No. 2 Billy Horschel (71.13), No. 4 Manuel 
Villegas (71.69) and No. 5 Tyler Brown (71.71). 

University of Florida Lineup
Pos. Name Yr. Hometown Avg.

No. 1 Tyler Brown  Sr.  Jacksonville, Fla. 71.71
No. 2 Billy Horschel  Jr.  Grant, Fla. 71.13
No. 3 Manuel Villegas  Sr. Medellin, Colombia 71.69
No. 4 Toby Ragland  Jr. Jacksonville, Fla. 72.80
No. 5 Tyson Alexander  So.  Gainesville, Fla. 73.65
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Golf World/Nike Division I
Coaches’ Poll (as of April 2)

Rank School (First-Place Votes) Points Prev.

 1. Alabama (19)  569 1  
 2. Georgia (1)  528 2  
 3. Southern Cal (2)  488 6 
 4. Charlotte (1)  484 3
 5. UCLA 473 5  
 6. Oklahoma State  468 4
 7. Stanford  411 7 
 8. Florida  389 10
 9.  Tennessee 388 9 
10.  Georgia Tech  379  8
11. Florida State  348 12
12.  Auburn   288 11
13. South Carolina  243 16
14. Duke  236 13
15.  Clemson  226 14
16. UNLV 218 19
17.  Chattanooga  170 21 
18. Wake Forest   163 17
19.  Texas A&M 133 NR
20.  Indiana  126 25
21.  Michigan State  107 15
22. Texas Tech  97 18
23.  East Tennessee State   82 22
24.  Central Florida  68 NR
25. Louisville  66 NR

Also receiving votes: Ole Miss, 55; San Diego State, 44; North Carolina, 33; 
Penn State, 31; Arizona State, 26; Wichita State, 22; UAB, 21; Lamar, 20; TCU, 
18; NC State, 14; Virginia Tech, 14; SMU, 12; Arizona, 8; Kent State, 5; Michigan, 
1; Minnesota, 1; Pepperdine, 1. 

The Field
 Seven of the nation’s top 30 teams will be competing 
against each other at the SEC Championship this weekend 
according to the latest Golfweek/Sagarin Men’s Performance 
Index. Four SEC teams are ranked in the top 10 led by No. 
1 Georgia and No. 2 Alabama. Florida is the third-highest 
ranked team in the league at No. 7. Tennessee is ninth, 
South Carolina is 14th, Auburn is 16th and Ole Miss is 30th. 
Arkansas (37), LSU (41), Mississippi State (42), Vanderbilt (43) 
and Kentucky (55) round out the 12-team field. Florida owns 
a 16-13 record against SEC opponents this season

The Course
 Frederica Golf Club is playing host to its first SEC 
Championship. The league tournament moves from the 
nearby Seaside course where it was played the previous 
seven seasons. It serves as Tom Fazio’s best achievement 
to date, and is distinctly different from many of his current 
designs. The phenomenal greens are the largest he has ever 
designed, which is only part of the reason. At 340 acres, the 
scale of the course is a reflection of the size of Frederica itself, 
with broad fairways, large greens and expansive, sharp-
edged bunkers. Inspired by the world’s best courses yet as 
technically advanced as any course in the world, Frederica 
is one of the greatest golf destinations in the United States. 
The course is part of the Sea Island Resort, ranked the No. 1 
golf resort in North America by Golf Digest. At par-72, 7,331 
yards the course will be the third-longest Florida has played 
this season. Only Southern Highlands (7,510) and Kampen 
Course at Purdue (7,467), site of the Preview Invitational and 
NCAA Championships, were longer.

Florida Third In Overall SEC Titles, One Shy of Second
 UF has won 14 SEC men’s golf championships in its 
history, the third-highest total in the league. Half of those 14 
titles have come under the direction of head coach Buddy 
Alexander, with the most recent coming in 2003. With one 
more league title, Florida will tie LSU for second most in SEC 
history. Georgia leads the conference with 26 SEC crowns. 
The Gators have been among the top two squads at the SEC 
Championship in six of the last eight years. UF’s first league 
title came in 1955 as the front end of back-to-back titles. 
The Gators won four consecutive SEC Championships from 
1991-94, while also winning three straight from 1973-75. UF 
placed fifth last season with a three-day total of 878 (+38). 

Florida Leads League In SEC Individual Medalists
 Florida players have combined to win a conference-best 
20 individual medals at the SEC Championship, including 
three of the last six. The Gators’ first came in 1956 courtesy 
of Dave Ragan, and Brett Stegmaier brought the program’s 
total to 20 at the 2006 edition of the tournament. Six Gators 
have won the individual medal multiple times during their 
careers, including Stegmaier (2003, ‘06), Camilo Benedetti 
(1999, 2002), Brian Gay (1992, ‘94), Phil Hancock (1975, 
‘76), Gary Koch (1973, ‘74) and Tommy Aaron (1957, ‘58). 
UF leads LSU (16) and Georgia (13) in the conference 
championship individual-medal count. Auburn’s Patton 
Kizzire won the individual medal last season. 

Golfweek/Sagarin
Men’s Golf Team Rankings (As of April 13)

 Rank School  Rating

 1. Georgia 69.98 
 2. Alabama  69.98
 3. UCLA   70.09
 4. Charlotte  70.31
 5. Southern Cal  70.40 
 6. Oklahoma State  70.44
 7. Florida  70.74
 8. Georgia Tech  70.75
 9. Tennessee 70.88 
10. Florida State  70.88
 11. Stanford  70.89
 12. Chattanooga   70.98
 13. UNLV  71.09
 14. South Carolina   71.11
 15. Duke 71.15
 16. Auburn  71.19
 17. Texas A&M 71.28
 18. Clemson  71.34
 19. UCF 71.39
 20. Arizona State   71.42
 21. Louisville  71.43
 22. East Tennessee State  71.44
 23. Michigan State  71.45
 24. Indiana  71.49
 25. Wake Forest  71.50
 26. Wichita State  71.51 
 27. Texas Tech  71.58
 28. Lamar   71.62
 29. UAB  71.65
 30. Ole Miss  71.66
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In The Polls
 Florida’s highest ranking is seventh in the latest 
Golfweek/Sagarin Men’s Performance Index Top 25. 
The Gators are eighth in the Nike/Golf World Division 
I Coaches poll and ninth in the Golfstat Head-to-Head 
Rankings. Two SEC teams hold the top spots in the 
Golfweek and Golf World polls. Georgia is No. 1 in 
Golfweek and Alabama is No. 1 in Golf World.

Team, Medalist Winners In Same Season
 The Gators have claimed both the team title and 
the individual medal at the SEC Championship 11 
times, more than any other school in the conference. 
UF has pulled the double each of the last five times it 
has won the event, dating back to 1992. 

Last Time Out
 Florida fired a 30-under-par total of 546 to edge 
No. 10 Florida State by three strokes in a 36-hole match 
on Sunday, April 6 at the Glen Arven Country Club. 
The friendly match served as another competition for 
both teams to prepare for postseason tournament 
play. The Seminoles finished with a 36-hole total of 
27-under 549. Both squads posted 12-under 276s in 
the morning round, but the Gators’ 18-under 270 in 
the afternoon session proved to be the difference. The 
head-to-head match was the first for Florida during 
Buddy Alexander’s 21-year tenure as head coach. 
Senior Manuel Villegas and junior Billy Horschel 
shared first place with 9-under 135s.

Back To Form
 Florida recorded its best finish at a road tournament 
since last season with its second-place showing at the 
Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational. It marked the Gators’ 
best finish at a road tourney since tying for second 
at the 2007 NCAA East Regional last May. UF was 
only second to No. 1 Alabama at the Schenkel, and 
the Gators topped two teams currently ranked ahead 
of them in the latest Golfweek/Sagarin rankings -- 
Georgia (No. 1) and Tennessee (No. 9). UF was the 
only team in the field to have three players finish in the 
top 10, including Billy Horschel (t4), Manuel Villegas 
(t6) and Tyler Brown (t9). Villegas’ tournament was 
highlighted by four consecutive birdies in the second-
round 67 he posted. 

Scoring Notes
 Florida fired a 9-under 279 in its second round of 
the Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational, which represented 
the lowest round of any team in the field all week. It 
also tied for the 10th-lowest round in school history 
by par. The Gators climbed from sixth place to second 
place with the red numbers. 

GATORS VS. 2007-08 OPPONENTS (89-39-1)
Air Force ....................................................................................... 1-0
Alabama ....................................................................................... 0-5
Arizona ......................................................................................... 1-0
Arizona State .............................................................................. 0-2
Arkansas .............................................................................................
Auburn ......................................................................................... 2-2
Augusta State ............................................................................. 3-0
Baylor  ........................................................................................... 1-0
Boston College  .......................................................................... 1-0
BYU ................................................................................................ 1-0
Charlotte ...................................................................................0-2-1
Chattanooga............................................................................... 0-1
Clemson........................................................................................ 1-1
Coastal Carolina ......................................................................... 3-0
College of Charleston  ............................................................. 1-0
Duke .............................................................................................. 1-1
East Tennessee State ................................................................ 1-1
Florida State ................................................................................ 2-2
Georgia ......................................................................................... 1-2
Georgia Southern ..................................................................... 2-0
Georgia State .............................................................................. 5-0
Georgia Tech .............................................................................. 1-1
Hawaii ........................................................................................... 1-0
Indiana .......................................................................................... 2-0
Kent State ..................................................................................... 1-0
Kentucky ...................................................................................... 3-0
Lamar ............................................................................................ 2-0
LSU ................................................................................................. 3-0
Louisville ....................................................................................... 2-0
Michigan ...................................................................................... 1-0
Michigan State ........................................................................... 1-1
Minnesota .................................................................................... 2-1
Mississippi State .......................................................................... 1-0
Missouri ........................................................................................ 1-0
New Mexico ................................................................................ 1-0
North Carolina ........................................................................... 3-0
North Carolina - Greensboro ................................................. 1-0
North Carolina State ................................................................. 1-1
North Florida .............................................................................. 2-1
Notre Dame ................................................................................ 2-0
Oklahoma State ......................................................................... 2-1
Ole Miss ........................................................................................ 1-0
Pepperdine .................................................................................. 1-0
Purdue .......................................................................................... 1-0
South Alabama .......................................................................... 1-0
South Carolina ............................................................................ 2-2
Southern California ................................................................... 1-2
South Florida .............................................................................. 1-0
Tennessee .................................................................................... 1-2
Texas .............................................................................................. 2-0
Texas A&M................................................................................... 2-1
Texas Tech ................................................................................... 0-1
TCU ................................................................................................ 2-0
Texas Tech ................................................................................... 1-0
Toledo ........................................................................................... 1-0
Tulsa ....................................................................................................
UAB ................................................................................................ 3-1
UCF ................................................................................................ 2-0
UCLA ............................................................................................. 0-2
UNLV ............................................................................................. 2-2
Vanderbilt .................................................................................... 2-0
Virginia Tech  .............................................................................. 1-0
Wake Forest ................................................................................ 2-1
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Golfweek/Sagarin Individual Rankings
 Three Florida players are ranked in the Golfweek/
Sagarin Individual Index Top 30. Junior Billy Horschel is 
26th, senior Tyler Brown is 29th and senior Manuel Villegas 
is 30th. All three players hold scoring averages that rank in 
the SEC top five. Florida is the only school to boast that. 

What Can Brown Do For You?
 Senior Tyler Brown posted his highest finish of the 
season with seventh place at the John Hayt Invitational on 
Feb. 19. The Jacksonville, Fla., native finished at even-par 
216 paced by a 2-under 68 in the final round. Brown   was 
playing in front of several family and friends at the Sawgrass 
Country Club. He grew up in the vincinity and is a regular 
member there. Brown holds two top-10 finishes in his three 
starts this spring. Brown posted a career-low 66 in the 
Gators’ match win over Florida State. 

Top-Five Finishes
 Six times this season a UF golf has placed in the 
individual top five of a tournament. Junior Will Strickler 
posted his first career runner-up finish at the John Hayt 
Invitational on Feb. 19. Strickler, playing as an individual, 
carded a 2-under 214 (71, 72, 71) to earn a share of second 
place, which bested his previous career-low finish of fourth 
at the 2007 SunTrust Gator Invitational. Strickler’s finish 
was the best by a UF golfer since junior Billy Horschel 
tied for first at the 2007 NCAA East Regional last May.  
UF Top-Five Finishes This Season 
Name   Tournament   Place  Score
T. Alexander  Gator Invitational  3rd 204 (-6)
B. Horschel  Jerry Pate National  T3rd     200(-13) 
   Gator Invitational  T4th  205 (-5) 
   Schenkel Invitational  T4th  211 (-5) 
M. Villegas  Inverness Invitational  T3rd 211 (-2) 
W. Strickler  John Hayt Invitational  T2nd  214 (-2) 

How Low Can You Go?
Florida’s SunTrust Gator Invitational win on Feb. 10 had 
several significant storylines: 
• UF’s total of 820 (-20) represented the third-lowest 
tournament score in school history and the lowest since the 
2001 team posted a 30-under 810 at the same event. 
• That figure was a sharp contrast to the 10-over 850 that 
won the tournament a year ago. 
• At one point in the final round, UF held a 21-stroke lead 
posting a score of -22 to the next closest -1. 
• The Gators’ total of 542 on Saturday represented 
the second-lowest 36-hole total in the history of the 
tournament. 
• Florida’s first-round 269 tied for the fourth-lowest round 
in school history by score and ranked as the third-lowest 
first-round tally in program history. 

 

 

Horschel In The Record Books
 Junior Billy Horschel has four top-10 finishes on the 
season and 20 for his career. Horschel ranks sixth all-time 
in UF history in that category. He trails Dudley Hart and 
Brian Gay (22) by two for fifth place. Horschel eclipsed Chris 
DiMarco and Pat Bates’ career top-10 finishes of 17 with his 
fourth place score at the SunTrust Gator Invitational on Feb. 
10. Camilo Villegas is UF’s all-time leader in career top-10 
finishes with 29. Horschel’s scoring average of 71.13 currently 
ranks fourth all-time in single-season stroke average. 

FLORIDA’S SEC TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS (14)
YEAR SCORE MARGIN SITE
1955 575 - Athens, Ga.
1956 591 - Athens, Ga.
1968 848 2 Knoxville, Tenn.
1973 1099 3 Pine Mountain, Ga.
1974 1104 24 Dothan, Ala.
1975 1101 11 Dothan, Ala.
1985 868 10 Florence, Ala.
1989 874 16 Louisville, Ky.
1991 860 7 West Point, Miss.
1992 876 1 St. Francisville, La.
1993 847 9 Jacksonville, Fla.
1994 860 6 Fairfield Glade, Tenn.
1999 901 7 Lexington, Ky.
2003 856 6 Sea Island, Ga.
*From 1968-78, the team title was decided by five low 
scores of six players.
Font in italics represents a championship under head 
coach Buddy Alexander.

FLORIDA’S SEC INDIVIDUAL MEDALISTS (20)
YEAR MEDALIST SCORE SITE
1956 Dave Ragan 284 Athens, Ga.
1957 Tommy Aaron 287 Athens, Ga.
1958 Tommy Aaron 287 Athens, Ga.
1968 Steve Melnyk 204 Knoxville, Tenn.
1971 Jimmy McQuillan 215 Pine Mountain, Ga.
1973 Gary Koch 212 Pine Mountain, Ga.
1974 Gary Koch 214 Dothan, Ala.
1975 Phil Hancock 214 Dothan, Ala.
1976 Phil Hancock 207 Decatur, Ala.
1977 Sam Trahan 209 Decatur, Ala.
1978 Larry Rinker 222 Birmingham, Ala.
1980 Rick Pearson 215 Augusta, Ga.
1989 Chris DiMarco 209 Louisville, Ky.
1992 Brian Gay 211 St. Francisville, La.
1993 Guy Hill 206 Jacksonville, Fla.
1994 Brian Gay 213 Fairfield Glade, Tenn.
1999 Camilo Benedetti 218 Lexington, Ky.
2002 Camilo Benedetti 210 Sea Island, Ga.
2003 Brett Stegmaier 203 Sea Island, Ga.
2006 Brett Stegmaier 205 Sea Island, Ga.

Font in italics represents a championship under head 
coach Buddy Alexander.
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SunTrust Gator Invitational Success Continues
 Florida claimed its fifth straight SunTrust Gator 
Invitational win on Feb. 10 at the Mark Bostick Golf Course. 
The Gators completed the weekend with a 20-under 54-
hole total of 820 to win by 12 shots over runner-up Florida 
State. The margin of victory was the tournament’s largest 
since the course underwent a major renovation in 2001. 
The Seminoles were the only other team under par with an 
8-under 832. Florida has now won 17 out of the past 20 
Gator Invitationals and has captured 22 titles in the 31-year 
history of the event. 

The Summer of Billy Horschel
 After winning the individual medal at the 2007 NCAA 
East Regional and earning PING first-team All-America 
honors for the second straight year, junior Billy Horschel 
put together an impressive summer before heading into his 
third collegiate campaign. 
• Palmer Cup
Went undefeated, leading the United States to an 18-6 
victory over the European squad in college’s golf’s “Ryder 
Cup.” 
• Northeast Amateur 
Tied for fourth place highlighted by his second round 62, 
which tied him for the tournament and Wannamoisett 
Country Club record. 
• Southern Amateur and Porter Cup 
Top-five finishes 
• Western Amateur
Advanced to match play after finishing tied for sixth with 
fellow Gator teammate Tyson Alexander in the stroke-play 
phase with a score of 68-69-70-69 = 276 (-4). 
• 107th United States Amateur 
Was defeated in the first round of match play The Olympic 
Club in San Francisco, Calif. 
 • 41st Walker Cup 
Posted a 3-1 record at one of the most prestigious events in 
all of golf and helped the U.S. complete a 12.5 to 11.5 win 
over the European squad at Royal County Down in Ireland. 
Was 2-0 in foursomes and 1-1 in singles play with a  1-up 
win over European phenom Rory McIlroy.

24-Hour Turnaround
 Florida put together an incredible turnaround in the final 
round of the John Hayt Invitational on Feb. 19. The Gators 
had shot the highest round of any team in the tournament 
on Day 2 with a 305 to drop to 10th place. However, the 
following day, UF responded with an even-par 288 and 
overcame windy conditions to finish in a tie for fifth with No. 
3 Charlotte. The 288 was the lowest round of any team in 
the tournament. Head coach Buddy Alexander called the 
17-shot turnaround a first in his coaching career.
 

Tyson Time
 Sophomore Tyson Alexander wrapped up a career-best 
weekend with third place at the SunTrust Gator Invitational 
on Feb. 10. Alexander shot rounds of 66 (-4) and 70 (E) on 
Saturday and closed with a 2-under 68. His 54-hole total of 
204 (-6) bested his previous career low by 10 shots at the 
2007 Puerto Rico Classic. Alexander’s previous-best finish 
was a tie for 12th at that event. 

Back In The Win Column
 Florida’s SunTrust Gator Invitational victory on Feb. 10 
was the Gators’ first tournament win since the 2007 Gator 
Invitational last February. Head coach Buddy Alexander 
has won at least one tournament in each of his 21 seasons at 
Florida. 

Fall Review
 UF wrapped up the fall campaign with a third-place finish 
at the Callaway Golf Collegiate Match Play Championships 
last October. The Gators defeated South Carolina, 4-1, in the 
third-place match with wins from senior Manuel Villegas, 
senior Tyler Brown, junior Will Strickler and freshman 
Arnold “Bank” Vongvanij. The Gators had their best 
showing of the fall when they took third place at the Inverness 
Invitational in September. Villegas fired a 73 in the first round 
followed by back-to-back rounds of 69 for a final scorecard of 
224 to finish third at Inverness. Two-time All-American Billy 
Horschel led the squad with a 70.50 scoring average in the 
fall with less than 10 rounds, despite missing the first two 
tournaments of the season to compete for the United States 
at the prestigious Walker Cup. Horschel finished third at the 
Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate with a final tally of 68-64-
68 = 200 (-13). 

FLORIDA LINEUPS BY TOURNAMENT
Tournament Rotation
Inverness Invitational 1) Manuel Villegas 2) Toby Ragland  3) Bank Vongvanij 4) Tyson Alexander 5) Robbie Wight
Carpet Capital Collegiate 1) Manuel Villegas 2) Toby Ragland 3) Chappell Brown 4) Tyson Alexander 5) Robbie Wight
PING/Golfweek Preview Invitational 1) Billy Horschel 2) Manuel Villegas 3) Tyson Alexander 4) Will Strickler 5) Tim McKenney
Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate 1) Tyson Alexander 2) Manuel Villegas 3) Billy Horschel 4) Toby Ragland 5) Bank Vongvanij 
Callaway Golf Collegiate Match Play 1) Billy Horschel 2) Manuel Villegas 3) Toby Ragland 4) Will Strickler 5) Bank Vongvanij
SunTrust Gator Invitational  1) Tyson Alexander  2) Will Strickler 3) Manuel Villegas    4) Billy Horschel        5) Toby Ragland 
John Hayt Invitational  1) Tyson Alexander  2) Billy Horschel  3) Bank Vongvanij    4) Manuel Villegas    5) Tyler Brown 
Southern Highlands Collegiate 1) Will Strickler          2) Tyler Brown         3) Manuel Villegas    4) Billy Horschel        5) Toby Ragland 
Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational  1) Billy Horschel        2) Manuel Villegas 3) Tyler Brown  4) Will Strickler        5) Tyson Alexander
Hootie At Bulls Bay Intercoll.  1) Billy Horschel  2) Manuel Villegas  3) Tyler Brown  4) Tyson Alexander 5) Toby Ragland 
vs. Florida State  1) Billy Horschel 2) Manuel Villegas 3) Tyler Brown  4) T. Alexander 5) Toby Ragland 6) Will Strickler
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2007 SEC CHAMPIONSHIP RECAP
SEA ISLAND, Ga. -  University of Florida’s Tyler Brown fired 
a two-over 72 on Sunday to finish in a tie for fourth at the 
2007 Southeastern Conference Championship, leading 
the fifth-ranked UF men’s golf team to a fifth-place finish in 
the process. The Gators concluded the tournament with 
a final-round 290 (+10) and a team total of 878 (+38), 
leaving them just nine strokes behind tournament-winner 
Tennessee (869, +29).
 Brown battled back from a shaky start to post Florida’s 
second-best round of the afternoon. His day started with a 
pair of bogeys and he made the turn with a three-over 38 
on the front nine, but he battled back during the second 
half of his round. He birdied the par-three 12th and 
recorded a four on the par-five 15th to get down to one 
over, but an 18th-hole bogey sent him into the clubhouse 
with a six-over total of 216 (75-69-72) for the tournament. 
With a tie for fourth in his initial trip to the conference 
tournament, Brown extended the Gators’ streak of placing 
at least one golfer in the top-five of the SEC Championship 
to seven years.
 Billy Horschel earned a share of 16th place after 
posting a three-over 73 on Sunday, marking his best round 
of the tournament by a stroke. He played par golf except 
for bogeys on the second, 12th and 14th holes during the 
third round, and finished the tournament with an 11-over 
221 (74-74-73).
 Sophomore Toby Ragland played his best golf of 
the tournament, turning a one-over 71 on Sunday that 
marked his best score of the SEC Championship by four 
strokes. Ragland finished the SEC Championship with a 
three-round total of 222 (76-75-71, +12).
 Tim McKenney wrapped up a tie for 33rd with a six-
over 76 on Sunday, highlighting the day with back-to-back 
birdies on holes six and seven. He concluded the three-
day event with a 14-over total of 224 (79-69-76). Tyson 
Alexander birdied four holes on the day en route to a 
four-over 74. He battled back from a four-over front nine 
to play the back half at even par, finishing in a tie for 38th 
place in his first trip to the SEC Championship.

TEAM RESULTS
1. Tennessee .....................................301-283-285 = 869 (+29)
2. Alabama ........................................298-288-285 = 871 (+31)
3. Auburn ...........................................304-288-282 = 874 (+34)
4. Ole Miss..........................................295-293-288 = 876 (+36)
5. FLORIDA ........................................304-284-290 = 878 (+38)
6. Georgia ..........................................308-289-286 = 883 (+43)
7. Vanderbilt .....................................302-295-289 = 886 (+46)
8. South Carolina .............................301-297-288 = 889 (+49)
9. LSU ..................................................301-297-294 = 892 (+52)
10. Arkansas .....................................316-295-286 = 897 (+57)
11. Kentucky .....................................312-293-296 = 901 (+61)
12. Mississippi State ........................304-307-302 = 913 (+73)
 
INDIVIDUAL TOP-10
1. Patton Kizzire (Auburn) ......................72-69-70 = 211 (+1)
T2. Chris Paisley (Tennessee) .................76-70-69 = 215 (+5)
T2. Tino Weiss (Tennessee) ....................74-70-71 = 215 (+5)
T4. TYLER BROWN (FLORIDA) ...... 75-69-72 = 216 (+6)
T4. Andrew Landry (Arkansas) .............73-72-71 = 216 (+6)
T4. Will Roebuck (Ole Miss) ................... 69-75-72 = 216 (+6)
T4. Michael Thompson (Alabama) ......77-72-67 = 216 (+6)
8. Charles Ford (Tennessee)...................75-71-71 = 217 (+7)
T9. Jon Curran (Vanderbilt) ...................76-68-75 = 219 (+9)
T9. Mark Harrell (Alabama) ....................75-70-74 = 219 (+9)
T9. Callum Macaulay (Ole Miss) ............75-71-73 = 219 (+9)
T9. Glenn Northcutt (Auburn) .............81-70-68 = 219 (+9)
T9. Chris Rogers (Ole Miss) .................... 76-74-69 = 219 (+9)
 
FLORIDA RESULTS
T4. Tyler Brown ..........................................75-69-72 = 216 (+6)
T16. Billy Horschel .................................. 74-74-73 = 221 (+11)
T23. Toby Ragland ................................. 76-75-71 = 222 (+12)
T33. Tim McKenney ............................... 79-69-76 = 224 (+14)
T38. Tyson Alexander ........................... 81-72-74 = 227 (+17)
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University of Florida Men’s Golf
2007-08 Roster

Name Yr. Ht./Wt. Hometown 
Tyson Alexander So. 6-0/152 Gainesville, Fla.
Chappell Brown So.. 6-1/170 West Palm Beach, Fla.
Tyler Brown Sr. 5-7/143 Jacksonville, Fla.
Andres Echavarria So. 5-10/145 Medellin, Colombia
Billy Horschel Jr. 5-11/154 Grant, Fla.
Tim McKenney So. 6-0/177 Scottsdale, Ariz.
Toby Ragland Jr.. 5-9/157 Jacksonville, Fla.
Kyle Simmons  Jr.  6-3/175 St. Augustine, Fla.
Will Strickler Jr. 6-5/190 Charlottesville, Va.
Manuel Villegas Sr. 5-9/148 Medellin, Colombia
Bank Vongvanij Fr. 5-5/140 Bradenton, Fla.
Robbie Wight R-Fr. 5-11/167 Palm Beach, Fla.

Pronunciation Guide
Andres Echavarria - etch-ah-vah-rEEa
Manuel Villegas - V-jay-gas
Bank Vongvanij - vong-VAN-idge
Robbie Wight - White

Gator Team Leaders
(As of April 14)

Season Average
1. Billy Horschel ....................... 71.13 (1,636 strokes/23 rounds)
2. Manuel Villegas .................. 71.69 (2,079 strokes/29 rounds)
3. Tyler Brown ......................... 71.71 (1,219 strokes/17 rounds)
4. Toby Ragland ...................... 72.80 (1,456 strokes/20 rounds)  

Percentage of Rounds Counted
1. Billy Horschel ....................... 95.65% (22 of 23 rounds)
2. Manuel Villegas  ................. 91.38% (26.5 of 29 rounds) 
3. Tyler Brown ......................... 85.71% (12 of 14 rounds)
4. Toby Ragland  ..................... 77.50% (15.5 of 20 rounds) 

Differentials
1. Billy Horschel  ..................... 2.35 (54 strokes off lead/23 rds.)
2. Tyler Brown ......................... 2.59 (44 strokes off lead/17 rds.)
3. Manuel Villegas ................... 2.69 (78 strokes off lead/29 rds.)
4. Will Strickler  ......................... 4.12 (70 strokes off lead/17 rds.)

Rounds At Par or Better
1. Billy Horschel  ..................... 15 rounds
2. Manuel Villegas .................. 14 rounds
3. Tyler Brown  ........................ 10 rounds 
T4. 3 players ............................. 9 rounds

Did you Know?
Former Gators have captured Masters, British Open 
and U.S. Open championships

Florida head coach Buddy Alexander is the only 
active college head coach to have won a U.S. 
Amateur title, which he did in 1986

UF is one of only four programs in the country to 
average a top-10 finish at NCAAs over the last 15 
years

•

•

•

Head Coach 
Buddy Alexander
In 29 years of coaching, University 
of Florida men’s golf head coach 
Buddy Alexander has made signifi-
cant contributions to enhance not 
only the Gator program, but col-
lege golf as a whole. Alexander’s 
experience and success are the main 
reason why top recruits throughout 
the nation come to Gainesville every 
year to play for Florida. Alexander’s accomplishments are 
so revered that he has already earned a spot in the Golf 
Coaches Association of America’s Hall of Fame.

In his time at the University of Florida, Alexander has 
coached an NCAA individual champion, a U.S. Amateur 
Champion, 28 All-Americans, five SEC individual champions 
(including three two-time winners) and in 2006 saw Matt 
Every become the first Gator to win the prestigious Ben Ho-
gan Award. In addition to the individual honors, Alexander 
has led the Gators to seven SEC team titles. 

The Alexander File
Date of Birth: Feb. 20, 1953
Hometown: St. Petersburg, Fla.
First Year at Florida: 1988

Playing Experience:
Two-time All-American (1974-75)
1977 Eastern Amateur champion
1986 U.S. Amateur champion
1986 World Cup team
1987 U.S. Walker Cup team

Coaching Experience:
Head Coach, Georgia Southern (1977-80)
Head Coach, LSU (1983-87)
Head Coach, Florida (1988-present)
Head Coach, U.S. Palmer Cup team (2005)

Coaching Honors:
1979 NCAA District 3 Co-Coach of the Year
1984 NCAA District 3 Coach of the Year
1986 SEC Co-Coach of the Year
1989 NCAA District 3 South Coach of the Year
1991 SEC Coach of the Year
1992 NCAA District 3 South Coach of the Year
1993 Golfweek National Coach of the Year
1993 SEC Coach of the Year
1994 SEC Coach of the Year
1999 SEC Coach of the Year
1999 District 3 South Coach of the Year
2001 GCAA Coach of the Year
2001 GCAA District 3 South Coach of the Year
2002 Inductee into the GCAA Coaches’ Hall of Fame
2003 SEC Coach of the Year
2004 GCAA National Coach of the Year
2004 GCAA Southeast Region Coach of the Year
2004 SEC Coach of the Year
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TYSON
ALEXANDER

Season Low
Round ...................................66 (Gator Invitational)
36 Holes ............................ 136 (Gator Invitational)
Tournament ..................... 204 (Gator Invitational)
Best Finish .......................... 3rd (Gator Invitational)

Career Low
Round .......................66 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
36 Holes ................ 136 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
Tournament ......... 204 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
Best Finish .............. 3rd (Gator Invitational, 2008)

CHAPPELL
BROWN

Season Low
Round .....................75 (Carpet Capital Collegiate)
36 Holes .............. 152 (Carpet Capital Collegiate)
Tournament ....... 229 (Carpet Capital Collegiate)
Best Finish ....... T60th (Carpet Capital Collegiate)

Career Low
Round ........ 75 (Carpet Capital Collegiate, 2007)
36 Holes ..............152 (Carpet Capital Collegiate, 2007)
Tournament ...229 (Carpet Capital Collegiate, 2007)
Best Finish ....T60th (Carpet Capital Collegiate, 2007)

TYLER
BROWN

Season Low
Round .......................................66 (vs. Florida State)
36 Holes ............................ 138 (Gator Invitational) 
Tournament ..................... 211 (Gator Invitational)
Best Finish .............................7th (John Hayt Invite)

Career Low
Round ...........................66 (vs. Florida State, 2008)
36 Holes ................ 138 (Gator Invitational, 2008) 
Tournament ......... 211 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
Best Finish ...... T4th (twice; last at SEC Championship, 2007)

BILLY
HORSCHEL

Season Low
Round ..................................................64 (Jerry Pate)
36 Holes ............................................132 (Jerry Pate)
Tournament .....................................200 (Jerry Pate)
Best Finish ....................................... T3rd (Jerry Pate)

Career Low
Round .................. 63 (Preview Invitational, 2006)
36 Holes ............................... 132 (Jerry Pate, 2007)
Tournament ........................ 200 (Jerry Pate, 2007)
Best Finish ... T1st (three, last at NCAA East Regional, 2007)

 TIM
MCKENNEY

Season Low
Round ...................................67 (Gator Invitational)
36 Holes ............................ 139 (Gator Invitational)
Tournament ........................215 (Gator Invitational)
Best Finish .........................T28th (Gator Invitational)

Career Low
Round ..............66 (NCAA Championships, 2007)
36 Holes .......138 (NCAA Championships, 2007)
Tournament .....212 (Preview Invitational, 2006)
Best Finish ..T11th (Chris Schenkel Invitational, 2006)

 TOBY
RAGLAND

Season Low
Round ............ 68 (3x; last at Hootie At Bulls Bay)
36 Holes ............................ 136 (Gator Invitational)
Tournament .....................................208 (Jerry Pate)
Best Finish .......................................17th (Jerry Pate)

Career Low
Round ................67 (3x; last at SEC Championship, 2006)
36 Holes .....136 (twice; last at Gator Invitational, 2007)
Tournament ........................ 208 (Jerry Pate, 2007)
Best Finish .....T2nd (Gary Koch Invitational, 2006)

WILL
STRICKLER

Season Low
Round ........................ 68 (2x, last vs. Florida State)
36 Holes ................................ 138 (vs. Florida State)
Tournament ........................210 (Gator Invitational)
Best Finish ............................T2nd (John Hayt Invite)

Career Low
Round ....................... 68 (3x; last vs. Florida State, 2008)
36 Holes ....................138 (vs. Florida State, 2008)
Tournament ......... 210 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
Best Finish .............T2nd (John Hayt Invite, 2008)

MANUEL
VILLEGAS

Season Low
Round ........................... 67 (3x; last vs. Florida State)
36 Holes ....................................... 135 (vs. Florida State)
Tournament ........ 209 (twice; last at Gator Invitational)
Best Finish .................T3rd (Inverness Invitational)

Career Low
Round ....................... 67 (4x; last vs. Florida State, 2008)
36 Holes ......135 (2x; last vs. Florida State, 2008)
Tournament ......... 204 (Gator Invitational, 2007)
Best Finish ............... 1st (Gator Invitational, 2007)

BANK
VONGVANIJ

Season Low
Round ...................................67 (Gator Invitational)
36 Holes ............................ 135 (Gator Invitational)
Tournament ..................... 208 (Gator Invitational)
Best Finish ........................ T9th (Gator Invitational)

Career Low
Round .......................67 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
36 Holes ................ 135 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
Tournament ......... 208 (Gator Invitational, 2008)
Best Finish ............T9th (Gator Invitational, 2008)

ROBBIE 
WIGHT

Season Low
Round ............................73 (Inverness Invitational)
36 Holes ..................... 147 (Inverness Invitational)
Tournament .............. 222 (Inverness Invitational)
Best Finish ............. T22nd (Inverness Invitational)

Career Low
Round ................73 (Inverness Invitational, 2007)
36 Holes .........147 (Inverness Invitational, 2007)
Tournament ..222 (Inverness Invitational, 2007)
Best Finish .............T22nd (Inverness Invitational, 2007)

GATORS AT A GLANCE ...
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Inverness Invitational
Inverness Country Club

Toledo, Ohio
Sept. 10-11

 The University of Florida men’s golf 
team used a second-consecutive score 
of 69 (-2) from senior Manuel Villegas  
on Tuesday to make a late run at the 
Inverness Invitational, finishing in 3rd 
place with a team score of 869 (+17). 
The Gators, who entered the day in 
sixth place, finished seven strokes 
behind winner Florida State’s mark of 
862 (+10). UF’s final-round 289 finish 
was the lowest team total of the day.
 Sophomore Tyson Alexander  
picked up his first career top-10 finish, 
wrapping up the tournament with a 
score of 217 (+4) after a final-round 
two-over 73. He matched his four 
bogeys with four birdies, but scored a 
double-bogey on the 481-yard, par-4 
No. 7 for the third consecutive round. 
 After his second-consecutive 
round of 73, redshirt freshman Robbie 
Wight turned in eight straight pars in 
his final round for a 22nd-place tie with 
a score 221 (+8) in his first collegiate 
tournament. 
 Junior Toby Ragland struggled to 
find a rhythm, registering five bogeys 
and a double-bogey for a six-over 77. 
He tied for 44th place, finishing with 
a scorecard of 75-74-77 = 226 (+13). 
Freshman Arnond “Bank” Vongvanij  
bounced back from his nine-over, 
second-round tally by rounding out 
the Gators’ lineup on Tuesday with 
a two-over 73. His total of 73-80-73 = 
226 (+13) tied him for 44th place with 
Ragland, a 20-spot improvement from 
where he began the round.

Florida Results
T3. Manuel Villegas 73-69-66 = 211
T10.  Tyson Alexander 76-68-73 = 217
T22. Robbie Wight 75-73-74 = 222
T44. Toby Ragland 75-74-77 = 226
T44. Bank Vongvanij 73-80-73 = 226

Carpet Capital Collegiate
The Farm

Dalton, Ga.
Sept. 14-16

 The University of Florida men’s 
golf team finished the Carpet Capital 
Collegiate with a tournament total of 
893 (+29) for a finish in 12th place. 
Florida wrapped-up 24 strokes behind 
winners Alabama and South Carolina.
 The low finisher for Florida was 
senior Manuel Villegas, who fired a 
one-under par third round to finish 
tied for 28th with a score of 74-76-71 = 
221 (+5). Villegas began his final round 
shooting four-under through his first 
nine holes, highlighted by an eagle 
and two birdies, before struggling on 
the back half.
 Junior Toby Ragland enjoyed 
the top round for the Gators Sunday, 
shooting in red numbers, posting 
scores of 75-79-68 = 222 (+6) to finish 
in a tie for 35th place. His final round 
got off to a great start after birdying six 
of his first nine holes. Sophomore Tyson 
Alexander (Gainesville, Fla.) shot 74-76-
74 = 224 (+8) to wrap-up his weekend, 
finishing with a share of 44th 
 After shooting a career-low 75 on 
Saturday, sophomore Chappell Brown 
got into trouble with a triple-bogey 
and three bogeys on the day. His total 
of 77-75-77 = 229 (+13) tied him for 
60th place in his Gator debut. Redshirt 
freshman Robbie Wight rounded out 
the Florida scorecard in 74th with a 77-
82-74 = 233 (17) for the weekend.

Florida Results
T28. Manuel Villegas 74-76-71 = 221
T35.  Toby Ragland 75-79-68 = 222
T44. Tyson Alexander  74-76-74 = 224
T60. Chappell Brown 77-75-77 = 229
T74. Robbie Wight 77-82-74 = 233

PING/Golfweek Preview Invitational
Kampen Course

West Lafayette, Ind.
Sept. 22-23

 The No. 5 University of Florida 
men’s golf team earned its second 
top-10 finish of the fall at the PING/
Golfweek Preview Invitational, with a 
team score of 303-291-295 = 889 (+25). 
Charlotte (867, +3) came away as the 
tournament champions with junior 
Stefan Wiedergruen earning individual 
honors.
 The top Gator for the weekend was 
sophomore Tyson Alexander, shooting 
two-under in the final round for a 
scorecard of 77-75-70 = 222 (+6) and 
a share of 23rd place. His third round 
started out with three-consecutive 
birdies in his first three holes. Overall, 
he scattered seven birdies on the day, 
and is currently the team leader for 
the season with 27 birdies after three 
tournaments.  
 Junior Billy Horschel looked solid 
through 13 holes, sitting at even-par 
for the round, but dropped five strokes 
in his last five holes for a 77-69-77 = 
223 (+7). Finishing one stroke behind 
Alexander for the weekend, Horschel 
took a share of 29th place. Senior 
Manuel Villegas with a 74-76-74 = 224 
(+8) scorecard in a tie for 34th. Villegas 
is the Gators’ stroke average leader for 
the season with a 72.89 clip.
 After firing the top tally for the 
Gators in the second round, junior 
Will Strickler stumbled on Sunday with 
a ten-over 82 for a 228 (+12) and a 
share of 50th place for the weekend. 
Sophomore Tim McKenney saw his 
totals gradually drop as the tournament 
went on, firing 81-76-74 = 231 (+15) to 
wrap up the weekend in 59th place.

Florida Results
T23. Tyson Alexander 77-75-70 = 222 
T29. Billy Horschel 77-69-77 = 223 
T34. Manuel Villegas 74-76-74 = 224
 T50. Will Strickler 75-71-82 = 228
 T59. Tim McKenney 81-76-74 = 231 
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Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate

Old Overton Club
Birmingham, Ala.

Oct. 8-9

 University of Florida senior Manuel 
Villegas and juniors Toby Ragland  and 
Billy Horschel each shot red numbers in 
every round of the Jerry Pate National 
Invitational, helping Florida finish in 
fifth place with a scorecard of 280-273-
278 = 831 (-21). 
 Horschel was the leader for the 
Gators, continuing his stellar play from 
the first day, with a 68 in the final 
round. His scorecard of 68-64-68 = 200 
(-13) helped to earn his sixth top-five 
finish in his career, sharing third place 
with Alabama’s Michael Thompson. 
His final score of 200 is the best finish 
in the two-time All-American’s career at 
Florida, topping his previous low-round 
of 203. It ranks as the sixth lowest tally 
in Gator history.
 Ragland’s 70-70-68 = 208 (-5) effort 
was his best showing of the fall season, 
finishing in 17th place. He also shot 
a new career-low tournament with 
his 208 clip, one shot better than his 
previous mark of 209 from the Gary 
Koch Invitational during his freshman 
campaign in the fall of 2005.
 Finishing one spot behind Ragland 
for a share of 18th place was Villegas 
with a final tally of 69-70-70 = 209 (-4). 
The senior finished every round under 
par for the first time since his medal win 
at the 2006 Gator Invitational.
 Freshman Arnond “Bank” 
Vongvanij shot a solid one-over par 
round Tuesday, finishing in 44th with a 
final tally of 77-69-72 = 218 (+5), while  
sophomore Tyson Alexander continued 
to struggle, finishing with a 73-74-77 = 
224 (+11) for a share of 58th.

Florida Results
T3.  Billy Horschel 68-64-68 = 200 
17. Toby Ragland 70-70-68 = 208
T18. Manuel Villegas 69-70-70 = 209
44. Bank Vongvanij 77-69-72 = 218 
T58. Tyson Alexander 73-74-77 = 224 

      Ninth-seeded Florida  defeated 
10th-seeded South Carolina, 4-1, to 
claim third place at the Callaway Golf 
Collegiate Match Play Championship in 
the final tournament of the fall season. 
     Will Strickler, Tyler Brown, Manuel 
Villegas and Arnond Vongvanij all 
posted wins. Vongvanij’s win was 
the only one that needed 18 holes to 
decide as the Gators had a convincing 
day. 
 Florida increased its overall team 
record in the Collegiate Match Play to 
13-6 in five overall appearances. The 
Gators have finished in the top five 
in four consecutive showings at the 
event. 
 Florida competed in the third-place 
match after falling to fourth-seeded 
UCLA, 3-1-1, in the semifinals the 
previous day. Toby Ragland was the 
only Gator to record a win against the 
Bruins. Brown earned one-half point. 
Billy Horschel led for most of his match 
but was evetually defeated by Erick 
Flores, 4 and 3. 
     The Gators reached the semifinal 
match after taking out 16th-seeded 
Coastal Carolina, 3-2, in the second 
round. Horschel and Vongvanij cruised 
to 4 and 3 victories, and Brown added 
a 2 and 1 win. 
   Florida opened the match play 
tournament by blanking eighth-seeded 
Duke, 4-0-1. Horschel, Ragland, Villegas 
and Strickler all earned wins. Villegas’ 
5 and 3 win was the most convincing 
of the matches. Vongvanij halved his 
match. 

Florida Results
Round 1: 
(9) Florida def. (8) Duke, 4-0-1
Round 2: 
(9) Florida def. (16) Coastal Carolina, 3-2 
Semifinals:
(4) UCLA def. (9) Florida, 3-1-1
Third-Place: 
(9) Florida def. (10) South Carolina, 4-1

Callaway Golf Collegiate 
Match Play Championship

Reynolds Plantation
Greensboro, Ga.

Oct. 28-30 

SunTrust Gator Invitational
Mark Bostick Golf Course

Gainesville, Fla.
Feb. 9-10

      Behind a 20-under 54-hole total of 
820, No. 12 Florida completed a wire-
to-wire finish and won its fifth straight 
SunTrust Gator Invitational at the Mark 
Bostick Golf Course.
 Sophomore Tyson Alexander 
capped a career-best weekend with 
a final-round 2-under 68 to take third 
place. Alexander finished with a 6-under 
54-hole total of 204 after rounds of 66 
and 70 on Saturday. Duke’s Michael 
Schachner and UAB’s Zach Sucher 
shared individual medalist honors with 
a 7-under 203.  
    Florida State was the only other 
team in red figures and finished 12 
shots behind Florida with an 8-under 
832. That margin of victory was the 
largest since the course underwent 
a major renovation in 2001. The win 
was the Gators’ first since claiming the 
2007 Gator Invitational. Florida’s total 
of 820 represented the third-lowest 
tournament score in school history and 
the lowest since the 2001 team posted a 
30-under 810 at the same tournament.
 Junior Billy Horschel earned his 
second top-five finish of the year as he 
took fourth with rounds of 67, 68 and 
70 to post a 5-under 205. Freshman 
Bank Vongvanij was the third Gator 
to register a top-10 finish in the 
tournament, posting career-best scores 
of 68, 67 and 73 to card a 2-under 208. 
It was Vongvanij’s first career top-10 
finish. 
 Florida’s first-round 269 tied for the 
fourth-lowest round in school history 
by score. 

Florida Results
3.  Tyson Alexander 66-70-68 = 204
T4. Billy Horschel  67-68-70 = 205
T9. Bank Vongvanij* 68-67-73 = 208
T12. Manuel Villegas 67-71-71 = 209 
T17. Will Strickler 73-68-69 = 210
T19.  Tyler Brown*  68-70-73 = 211
T26.  Toby Ragland  68-67-78 = 214
T28.  Tim McKenney  67-72-76 = 215
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John Hayt Invitational

Sawgrass Country Club
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.

Feb. 17-19

 Junior Will Strickler recorded his 
first career runner-up finish as the No. 
9 University of Florida men’s golf team 
closed with a tournament-low 288 
to take fifth place at the John Hayt 
Invitational at the Sawgrass Country 
Club.
 The Gators, who entered the 
final day in 10th place, improved five 
spots to tie for fifth with third-ranked 
Charlotte following a 25-over 54-hole 
total of 889. Florida’s even-par 288 on 
in the final round was the lowest round 
of any team in the field all week.
 Strickler, playing as an individual, 
finished off a brilliant week with a 1-
under 71 that put him at 2-under 214 
overall (71-72-71) with UCLA’s Jason 
Kang and North Florida’s Michael 
O’Neal.
 Senior Tyler Brown, playing in 
front of family and friends, claimed sole 
possession of seventh place behind a 
2–under 68 in the final round. Brown’s 
cumulative total of even-par 216 (71-
75-70) propelled him to his highest 
finish of the season.
 Senior Manuel Villegas carded his 
lowest round of the tournament with 
a 1-over 73 in the final round. Villegas 
entered the day in 22nd place and 
finished in a tie for 16th with a 54-total 
of 221 (+5).
 Florida and Alabama, the 
tournament champion, were the only 
two schools to have multiple players 
finish in the individual top 10. It 
represented the third time this season 
the Gators placed at least two players in 
the top 10. The Crimson Tide won the 
event by four shots with a total  873.

Florida Results
T2.  Will Strickler 71-72-71 = 214 
7. Tyler Brown  71-75-70 = 216
T16.  Manuel Villegas  74-74-73 = 221
T38.  Billy Horschel  77-77-72 = 226 
T38.  Bank Vongvanij 74-79-73 = 226 
80.  Tyson Alexander  83-79-80 = 242 

 Junior Billy Horschel fired a final-
round 74 to earn a share of 10th place, 
and No. 9 Florida finished eighth at 
the Southern Highlands Collegiate 
Championship in Las Vegas.
 The Gators posted a 54-hole total 
of 894 (+30) and closed with a 12-over 
300 on Sunday after rounds of 293 and 
301 on the first two days of play. 
 Host UNLV claimed first place at 5-
over 869 and overtook No. 1 Georgia in 
the final round. Charlotte was second 
at 7-over 871, and the Bulldogs were at 
8-over 872. 
 Horschel carded rounds of 71, 72 
and 74 to finish at 1-over 217 overall 
and a tie for 10th place. It marked the 
19th top-10 finish of his career. Horschel 
never relinqushed his top-10 placing 
during the three-day competition. 
 Charlotte’s Jonas Enander Hedin 
and Southern Cal’s Rory Hie were co-
individual medalists with 3-under 213 
totals. 
 Senior Manuel Villegas opened 
with an even-par 72 but shot a 75 and 
a 76 in the final 36 holes to tie for 24th 
place at 7-over 223 overall. Fellow 
senior Tyler Brown finished in 31st with 
a 54-hole total of 225 (+9). Brown had 
the low UF round in the final day of 
play with his 73. 
 Junior Toby Ragland finished in a 
tie for 53rd place after firing rounds of 
74, 78 and 77 for a 54-hole total of 13-
over 229. Junior Will Strickler, making 
his first start of the spring season, was 
68th with a 22-over total of 238. 
 

Florida Results
T10.  Billy Horschel    71-72-74 = 217
 T24. Manuel Villegas   72-75-76 = 223 
 T31. Tyler Brown    76-76-73 = 225 
 T53.  Toby Ragland     74-78-77 = 229
 T68. Will Strickler   79-80-79 = 238 
 
 

Southern Highlands Collegiate
Southern Highlands Golf Club

Las Vegas, Nev.
March 7-9 

Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational
Forest Heights Country Club

Statesboro, Ga.
March 14-16

 Three Florida golfers tallied top-
10 individual finishes as the No. 10/12 
Gators concluded the Schenkel E-Z-
Go Invitational with runner-up honors 
on Sunday at Forest Heights Country 
Club. 
 UF shot a final-round 287 and 
finished at 8-under 856, seven shots 
behind No. 1 Alabama. The Crimson 
Tide cruised to another victory behind 
a final-round 284 that left them at 15-
under 849 overall. The Gators overtook 
South Carolina for second place as the 
Gamecocks dropped to 5-under for the 
tournament with a 292 on Sunday. The 
Gators’ second-round 279 (-9) was the 
lowest round of any team in the field all 
week. UF opened with a 290 in the first 
round.
 Junior Billy Horschel, who held 
a share of the lead entering the final 
round, closed with an even-par 72 to tie 
for fourth. Horschel’s 5-under 211 gave 
him his third top-five finish of the year 
and eighth of his career. He fired scores 
of 72 and 67 in his first two rounds.
 Senior Manuel Villegas finished in 
a three-way tie for sixth place after a 73 
left him at 4-under 212. Villegas, who 
was also in contention on Saturday, 
opened with a 72 and also carded a 67 
in his second round.
 Senior Tyler Brown continued 
his steady play to collect a share of 
ninth place with a final-round 72. 
Brown finished at 2-under 214. South 
Carolina’s George Bryan IV captured 
the individual medal at 8-under 208, 
three shots better than Horschel and 
four shots ahead of Villegas.

Florida Results
T4. Billy Horschel    72-67-72 = 211
T6. Manuel Villegas   72-67-73 = 212 
T9. Tyler Brown    70-72-72 = 214 
T44.  Will Strickler      78-73-71 = 222
T51. Tyson Alexander 76-75-72 = 223
 
 



2007-08 FLORIDA GATOR GOLF

2007-08 TOURNAMENT RECAPS
Hootie At Bulls Bay Intercollegiate

Bulls Bay Golf Club 
Awendaw, S.C. 

March 23-25

 Junior Toby Ragland recorded his 
best finish of the season with a tie for 
10th place as No. 9 Florida captured 
fourth place at the Hootie At Bulls Bay 
Invitational.
   The Gators recorded their lowest 
round of the tournament with a 3-under 
281 in the final round. UF finished at 1-
under 851 and was one of four teams 
to record cumulative under-par scores 
at the par-71 Bulls Bay Golf Club. North 
Carolina State ran away from the field 
to win the event behind a 13-under 271 
on Tuesday. Florida’s 1-under total was 
10 shots ahead of fifth-place Virginia 
Tech and Lamar. It represented the 
second straight tournament and fourth 
this season the Gators have finished a 
tournament under par.
    Ragland fired a season-low 68 (-3) 
to jump nine spots to a tie for 10th 
place with South Carolina’s Patrick 
Cunning and Augusta State’s Keith 
Guest. Ragland’s final round put him 
at 1-under 212 for the tournament, 
giving him his second event under par 
this season. 
  North Carolina State’s Matt Hill 
followed up a round of 67 with a 66 to 
claim the individual medal at 9-under 
204 overall. Senior Tyler Brown was the 
other Gator to register a round in the 
60s on Tuesday. Brown birdied his first 
two holes en route to a 2-under 69 that 
put him at 1-over 214 overall and a tie for 
19th place with two of his teammates, 
including senior Manuel Villegas and 
sophomore Tyson Alexander. Junior 
Billy Horschel, who entered the final 18 
holes in a tie for 23rd, finished in a tie 
for 35th place

Florida Results
T10. Toby Ragland      73-71-68=212 
T19. Tyler Brown     70-75-69=214 
T19. Manuel Villegas      72-72-71=214   
T19. Tyson Alexander       71-70-73=214
T35. Billy Horschel  72-73-74=219

  No. 8 Florida fired a 30-under-par 
total of 546 to edge No. 11 Florida State 
by three strokes in a 36-hole match 
on Sunday, April 6 at the Glen Arven 
Country Club. 
       The friendly match served as another 
competition for both teams to prepare 
for postseason tournament play. The 
Seminoles finished with a 36-hole total 
of 27-under 549. Both squads posted 
12-under 276s in the morning round, 
but the Gators’ 18-under 270 in the 
afternoon session proved to be the 
difference.   
       The head-to-head match was the first 
for Florida during Buddy Alexander’s 
21-year tenure as head coach.
    Florida finished with a flurry of red 
numbers to record the come-from-
behind finish highlighted by a pair of 
eagles at the 18th hole. Seven under-
par rounds were posted by Gator 
players during the day, including three 
players who counted under-par rounds 
in both the morning and afternoon 
sessions. 
     Junior Billy Horschel and senior 
Manuel Villegas held the low 
cumulative scores of the event with 9-
under 135s. Horschel shot a 6-under 66 
in the morning and followed that score 
up with a 3-under 69 in the afternoon. 
Villegas opened with a 4-under 68 and 
finished with a 5-under 67. 
     The two bested Florida State’s Jonas 
Blixt by one shot. Blitz recorded the 
Seminoles’ low score at 8-under 136 
with a 65 and a 71. Blixt’s 7-under 65 in 
the morning was the lowest round of 
anyone in the 12-player field. 

 

Florida Results
T1. Billy Horschel   66-69=135 (-9) 
T1. Manuel Villegas  68-67=135 (-9) 
4. Will Strickler   70-68=138 (-6) 
T5. Tyler Brown   73-66=139 (-5) 
T10. Tyson Alexander   72-63=145 (+1) 
T10. Toby Ragland   72-73=145 (+1) 

vs. Florida State 
Glen Arven Country Club

Thomasville, Ga.
April 6  



FLORIDA GATORS
2007-08 MEN’S GOLF

2007-08 Season Statistics (as of April 14)
Season Averages

Name Rounds Strokes Average Low 18 Low 54
Billy Horschel 23 1,636 71.13 64 200
Manuel Villegas 29 2,079 71.69 67 209
Tyler Brown  17 1,219 71.71 66 211
Toby Ragland  20 1,456 72.80 67 208
Bank Vongvanij 12 878 73.17 67 208
Will Strickler 17 1,250 73.53 68 210
Tyson Alexander 26 1,915 73.65 66 204
Tim McKenney 6 446 74.33 67 215
Robbie Wight 6 455 75.84 73 222
Chappell Brown 3 229 76.33 75 229

Percentage of Rounds Counted
Name Rounds Counted Total Rounds Percentage
Billy Horschel 22 23 95.65%
Manuel Villegas 26.5 29 91.38%
Tyler Brown  12 14 85.71%
Toby Ragland  15.5 20 77.50%
Robbie Wight 4.5 6 75.00%
Bank Vongvanij 6.5 9 72.22%
Tyson Alexander 18 26 69.23%
Will Strickler 8 14 57.14%
Chappell Brown 1.5 3 50.00%
Tim McKenney 1.5 3 50.00%

Differentials
Name Strokes Off Lead Rounds Average
Billy Horschel 54 23 2.35
Tyler Brown  44 17 2.59
Manuel Villegas 78 29 2.69
Will Strickler 70 17 4.12
Toby Ragland  84 20 4.20
Bank Vongvanij 55 12 4.58
Tyson Alexander 127 26 4.88
Tim McKenney 34 6 5.67
Robbie Wight 36 6 6.00
Chappell Brown 20 3 6.67

Rounds At or Under Par
Billy Horschel ................. 15
Manuel Villegas ............ 14
Tyler Brown  ................... 10
Tyson Alexander ..............9
Toby Ragland  ..................9
Will Strickler  ......................9
Bank Vongvanij ...............3
Tim McKenney  ................1

Tournaments At or Under 
Par

Manuel Villegas ...............5
Billy Horschel ....................4
Tyler Brown  ......................3
Will Strickler  ......................3
Toby Ragland  ..................2
Tyson Alexander  .............1
Bank Vongvanij ...............1

Top-Five Finishes
Billy Horschel ....................3
Tyson Alexander ..............1
Will Strickler  ......................1
Manuel Villegas ...............1

Top-10 Finishes
Tyler Brown  ......................2
Billy Horschel  ...................1
Tyson Alexander ..............1
Toby Ragland ...................1
Manuel Villegas  ..............1
Bank Vongvanij ...............1

Top-20 Finishes
Manuel Villegas  ..............4
Tyler Brown  ......................2
Tyson Alexander ..............1
Toby Ragland ...................1
Will Strickler  ......................1

Eagles
Tyson Alexander ..............4
Manuel Villegas ...............3
Will Strickler .......................2

Birdies
Manuel Villegas ............ 78
Billy Horschel ................. 75
Tyson Alexander ........... 74
Toby Ragland ................ 64
Tyler Brown  ................... 51
Will Strickler .................... 36
Bank Vongvanij ............ 34
Tim McKenney ............... 14
Robbie Wight ................. 13

Tournament Results
Date Tournament Rd. 1 Rd. 2 Rd. 3 Rd. 4 Total Finish
Sept. 10-11 Inverness Invitational 296 284 289 - 869 (+17) 3rd of 15
Sept. 14-16 Carpet Capital Collegiate 300 306 287 - 893 (+29) 12th of 18
Sept. 22-23 PING/Golfweek Preview Invitational 303 291 295 - 889 (+25) 8th of 15
Oct. 8-9 Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate 280 273 278 - 831 (-21) 5th of 12
Oct. 28-30 Callaway Golf Collegiate Match Play 4-0-1 3-2 1-4 4-1 3-1 3rd of 16
Feb. 9-10 SunTrust Gator Invitational  269 273 278 - 820 (-20) 1st of 14
Feb. 17-19 John Hayt Invitational 296 305 288 - 889 (+25) T-5th of 15
March 7-9  Southern Highlands Collegiate  293 301 300  - 894 (+30) 8th of 15
March 14-16 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational  290 279 287 - 856 (-8)  2nd of 18 
March 23-25  Hootie At Bulls Bay Invitational 285 285 281 - 851 (-1)  4th of 15
April 6  vs. Florida State  276 270 - - 546 (-30)  1st of 2



FLORIDA GATORS
2007-08 MEN’S GOLF

2007-08 Season Statistics (as of April 14)
Name Tournament Rd. 1 Rd. 2 Rd. 3 Rd. 4 Total Tourn. Avg. Finish Year Avg.
Tyson Alexander Inverness Invitational 76 68 73 - 217 72.33 T-10th 72.33
 Carpet Capital Collegiate 74   76   74 - 224 74.67 T-44th 73.50
 PING/Golfweek Preview Inv. 77 75 70 - 222 74.00 T-23th 73.67
 Jerry Pate 73 74 77 - 224 74.67 T-58th 73.91
 SunTrust Gator Invite  66 70 68 - 204 68.00 3rd 72.73
 John Hayt Invitational 83 79 80 - 242 80.67 80th 74.06
 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational 76 75 72 - 223 74.33 T-51st  74.10
 Hootie At Bulls Bay Invite  71 70 73 - 214 71.33 T-19th  73.75
 vs. Florida State  72 73 - - 145 72.50  T-10th  73.65

Chappell Brown Carpet Capital Collegiate 77   75  77  - 229 76.33 T-60th 76.33

Tyler Brown Collegiate Match Play - 1-0 0-1 1-0 2-1
 SunTrust Gator Invite  68 70 73 - 211 70.33 T-19th  70.33
 John Hayt Invitational  71 75 70 - 216 72.00 7th 71.17
 Southern Highlands  76 76 73 - 225 75.00 T-31st 72.44
 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational 70 72 72 - 214 71.33 T-9th 72.17
 Hootie At Bulls Bay Invite  70 75 69 - 214 71.33 T-19th 72.00
 vs. Florida State  73 66 - - 139  69.50 T-5th  71.71

Billy Horschel PING/Golfweek Preview Inv. 77 69 77 - 223 74.33 T-29th 74.33
 Jerry Pate 68 64 68 - 200 66.67 T-3rd 70.50
 Collegiate Match Play 1-0 1-0 0-1 - 2-1
 SunTrust Gator Invite  67 68 70 - 205 68.33 T-4th 69.77
 John Hayt Invitational 77 77 72 - 226 75.33 T-38th 71.17
 Southern Highlands  71 72 74 - 217 72.33 T-10th 71.40
 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational 72 67 72 - 211 70.33 T-4th  71.22
 Hootie At Bulls Bay Invite  72 73 74 - 219 73.00 T-35th  71.48 
 vs. Florida State  66 69 - - 135  67.50 T-1st 71.13

Tim McKenney PING/Golfweek Preview Inv. 81 76 74 - 231 77.00 T-59th 77.00
 SunTrust Gator Invite  67 72 76 - 214 71.33 T-28 74.33

Toby Ragland Inverness Invitational 75 74 77 - 226 75.33 T-44th 75.33
 Carpet Capital Collegiate 75 79 68 - 222 74.00 T-35th 74.67
 Jerry Pate 70 70 68 - 208 69.33 17th 72.89
 Collegiate Match Play 1-0 - 1-0 0-1 2-1
 SunTrust Gator Invite  69 67 78 - 214 71.33 T-26th 72.50
 Southern Highlands 74 78 77 -  229 76.33 T-53rd 73.27
 Hootie At Bulls Bay Invite  73 71 68 - 212 70.67 T-10th  72.83
 vs. Florida State  72 73 - - 145 72.50 T-10th  72.80

Will Strickler PING/Golfweek Preview Inv. 75 71 82 - 228 76.00 T-50th 76.00
 Collegiate Match Play 1-0 0-1 - 1-0 2-1
 SunTrust Gator Invite  73 68 69 - 210 70.00 T-17th 73.00
 John Hayt Invitational  71 72 71 - 214 71.33 T-2nd 72.44
 Southern Highlands  79 80 79 - 238  79.33 T-68th  74.17 
 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational 78 73 71 - 222 74.00 T-44th  74.13
 vs. Florida State  70 68 - - 138 69.00 4th 73.53

Manuel Villegas Inverness Invitational 73 69 69 - 211 70.33 T-3rd 70.33
 Carpet Capital Collegiate 74   76   71   - 221  73.67 T-28th 72.00 
 PING/Golfweek Preview Inv. 74 76 74 - 224 74.67 T-34th 72.89
 Jerry Pate 69 70 70 - 209 69.67 T-18th 72.08 
 Collegiate Match Play 1-0 0-1 0-1 1-0 2-2
 SunTrust Gator Invite  67 71 71 - 209 69.67 T-12th  71.60
 John Hayt Invitational  74 74 73 - 221 73.67 T-16th 71.94
 Southern Highlands  72 75 76 - 223 74.33 T-24th  74.33
 Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational 72 67 73 - 212 70.67 T-6th  72.08
 Hootie At Bulls Bay Invite  72 71 71 - 214 71.33 T-19th 72.00
 vs. Florida State  68 67 - - 135 67.50 T-1st 71.69

Bank Vongvanij Inverness Invitational 73 80 73 - 226 75.33 T-44th 75.33
 Jerry Pate 77 69 72 - 218 72.66 44th 74.00
 Collegiate Match Play 0-0-1 1-0 0-1 1-0 2-1-1
 SunTrust Gator Invite  68 67 73 - 208 69.33 T-9th 72.44
 John Hayt Invitational  74 79 73 - 226 75.33 T-38th 73.17
 
Robbie Wight Inverness Invitational 75 73 74 - 222 74.00 T-22nd 74.00
 Carpet Capital Collegiate  77   82   74   - 233   77.67 T-74th 75.84 


